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^s there IS in ff^hite-Bear-B(iy, Lumlet's- Inlet, Baffirt^s-ffay, or

Davis's-Straits; which therefore fecm to beU^ng lo another

Continent, that lies under or near the Pole. Another Rea-
fon that proves the fame Thing, is the Height of the Tides,

which as we before obferved, no Way referable thofe in the

Northern Seas, which at Nova Zembla rife only one Fathom,
and not above half that Height at Sp'itzbergen ; that this Pal-

fege, wherever it may lie, is ftiort, may be proved by many
Arguments ; for fiift, we find no large Rivers on the Weft
Coaftof Hudfonh-Bay'y but, on the contrary, very weak and

fmall, which is a direft Proof that they do not run far, and
eonfequently that the Land is not of any great Extent, which
feparates the two Seas. In the next Place, the Strength and
Regularity of the Tides, is another very ftrong Argument;
for where we find Tides ebbing and flowing, nearly equal

Time, laving the Difference ccafioned by the Mooii's com-
ing later to the Meridian, evcrj' twenty- four Hou s, it is ef-

teemed a Mark of being near that Ocean, from whence fuch

Tides fpring ; and indeed it is one of the fureft and mofl cer-

tain Marks we have. There is a third Reafon, and I will

mention no more ; and that is, the Refort of the Whales
hither ; for confidering the Seafon in which they are found here

in greateft Number , it is impolfible to conceive they fhould

have Time to pafs into warmer Climates, if the Paflage,

through which they pafs, be not very fhort. All thefe Ar-

guments taken together, fortify and fupport each other, and

may be looked upon as fo many concurring Teftimonies, in

Favour of the fame Truth. If this PafTage be not far to the

Northward, which the Reafons already affigned, feem clearly

to prove that it is not; and if for the Caufes before mention-

ed, we have good Reafon to conclude, that it is but fhort

;

we may from thence prefume, that it is both open and com-
modious, which is farther manifefled by the ftrong ("urrents

fetting through it, which is the Reafon that there can be no

Ice in it. Laying therefore all thefe Circumflances together,

I think it muft be allowed, that there is nothing wild or chi-

merical, in the endeavouring to difcover it ; and that conlidcr-

ing the Pains taken in, and the Lights obtained n-om the l.fl

Expedition, it cannot with any Shadow of Jullicc be filled

fruitlefs, tho' as to the ultimate Intention of it without Suc-

cefs. We might add to this, that various other great De-
iigns have been fully carried into Execution, after repc; ted

Difappointments, and contrary to the Senthiicnts ot \cry

knowing and intelligent Perfons, whofe Opinions happcn-
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