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our schooh nor in fH'or of lii.s political

adver-sarir.s. Nevertheless he was
the first to take in hand the
question vve now consider. Petitions
asking for the disallowance and every
possihie remedy to the legislation of which
the Catholics complained, were hardly
arrived at Ottawa than Hon. Mr. Ulake
rose in the Commons to move the follow-

ink> resolutions :

KKSOLITTIONS.

"That it is tsxpcdiont to provide nu'iiiis

whoroby on hoIoiiiii ofcaHioiis tnuchiuK the
exorcise of tlic p(»wt',rof disallowance or the
api»oliato power as to educational IcKlslatioii.

Important (iiiestions of law or of fact maybe
referred by I he (sxecutive to a hij^h jtulicial

tribunal for hearing and coii>.ideration, in such
mode that the authorities and parties interest-

ed uwiy bo represented ajid that a reasoned
opinion maybe obtained for the information of

the executive."

1 pray those who accuse us of the re-

sponsibility of not having obtained the
disallowance to ponder over this resolu-

tion and to read carefully the speech by
which Mr. Blake supported it. That
speech is in Hansard, IS'.K). As all my
readers have not the facility of getting
this document. I will make a few short
quotations. Mr. Hlake says :

"It is now generally aijreed that void acts
sbould not be disallowed, but should be left to
the action of the court. . . . My own opinion
U that wherever in opposition to the continued
view of a provincial executive and legislature
it is contemplated to disallow a provincial act
as ulkra vires there ought to boa rc^ferencc.

and also that there ought to be •> reference in

certain eases where the condition of publi(!

opinion renders expedient the solution of legal
problem, dissociated from these eltunents of
passion and expediency which are rightly or
wrongly often attributed to the actions of
political bodies. And again I will recommend
such a reference in all cases of educational
appeal.cas(;s which necessarily in\oke the feel-

ings to which I have alluded, and to one of
which I am frank to say my present motion is

due.When you act of the appellate educational
clauses, as for example, in the case of IVIani-

toba It is important that the
Eoiitical executive should not more than can
e avoided, arrogate to itself judicial powers.

. . . . It ought to have the power to call in
aid the judicial department in order to arrive
at a correct solution. . . The absolute union
of the oxociitive legislative and judicial
departments is absolute despotism. I do not
say that they can be absolutely and alwavs
separated. I by no means propose to withdraw
from the executive its duty. My object is . .

to facilitate the better working of them."

All this is perfectly clear. Hon. Mr.
Blake naoved tbatin matters of education,
as in the Manitoba case, the government
should not use the power of disallowi'ig
provincial acts, nor even of hearinj.; * he
appeal against those laws, without having
beforehand suhnatted the matter to a
high judicial tribunal to receivv> light and
direction that, although it leaves a re
sponsiblity upon the executive, may per-
mit it to act more safely, with lesspassion
and thus make less victims of political

expediency. It was then a new procedure
that was set before the administiatJon.

Sir .lolin A. Mac(ionald thanked Mr.
Blake and insisted on two points: 1. That
the recourse to the tribunals, such as
move(l, be supported on a law whose dis.

positions would be such as to permit, in

any case, an appeal to the privy council.
2. That the opinion asked and received
from the high tribunals would be but an
advice, in no way lessening the govern-
ment's responsibility. Again, I pray the
reader to consider attentively those im-
portant declarations; they had a value in

the past and may be useful in the future.

After those explanations of the premier,
the motion of Mr. Blake was unanimously
voted by both sides of the House, by the
right as well as by the left, Ity the Liberals
as well as by the Conservatives, by those
who today place upon me the responsi-
bility they then assumed, as well as by
those who are loyal enough to recognize
that the question of disallowance was
thus killed in the Commons. I do not
know the thoughts of those " who
voted without speaking, but I

know what I thought; what sufl'er-

ed, in learning that, a fortnight after
its arrival at Ottawa, our jietition
asking for disallowance was paralyzed by
the unanimous vote of the Commons of
Canada. I do not know the ideas of the
government, but it might have naturally
thought

:

"Blake and opposition relieve us of a great
anxiety; that resolution can not be law nor be
applied before twelve months ; the time llxed
by the constitution for tlisallowaiice will have
expired, we will not need to meddle with ; this
suits us so much the more that the rights of
the Oatholics are so clear that they cannot be
sacriflced."

I do not know either the thought of the
opposition, but I see its chief looking com-
placently and intelligentlyonhis partisans
and saying to them silently, "What a fine
adair ! If the elections bring us into power
before a year, we will not be called up to
consider this terrible question of disallow-
ance, and you know that this would be
my night-mare, but the Conservatives
have voted with us on the Blake proposi-
tion rendering disallowance virtually im-
possible in this case."

In Manitoba, both among the Liberals
and among the Conservatives, the disal-
lowance was the most unpopular measure,
on account of that employed against rail-

roads. As to the schools themselves, it

was feared that the disallowance would
cause agitation, but the Blake proposition
having been unanimously voted it was
hoped that an advantageous and different
solution would be arrived at. Ev ry one
here knows that I did not share ntirely
such views more than anyone w .s given
by that obstacle to disallowance, but I yet
hoped that it would be removed. the
possible refusal of disallowance prompted
new petitions that could not be affected
by that refusal At once a petition was
sent arouiKl the country and signed by
four thousand some hundred people.


