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reineinlM'r that in tht; luiii;- and ine<liuni ranf,'es the tire of larije

portions of thu fii-inii' line shoiilil I)0 dircctfl on cfi'tain .statfil

targets, and that each man shonld not tie ullowcil to fire at a separ-

ate tarti'et.

Thi' ditlieulty lies in the selection i>f tlie oltjccts to hi- Hred at

and in ap[)ortioninLr the diti'i-runt oltjects si-lcctcd tt> ditierent parts

of the fil•in^• line. Thr means of cHectinij this latter point we shall

deal with presently. But the general rule for the choice of

olijectives at any j^nven moment is to choose such parts of the

l('iid!ii<f portions of such fractions of the enemy's troops as are the

most dany-er(jus for the time lieini;-, I.e., which for the time heiiiLj

constitute the chief ilani,'er to lie "guarded ai^^ainst. The most
advanced portions of the (Miemy are as a rule the most daiiiferous,

as they draw the other portions after them. Hence they should

he crushed. A freipicnt chaiit,a' of the ohjectives .scatters the fire, so

when you have chosen an<jli)ective,fire on it initil you havt; destroyed

it, or at least paralysj<l its action, for some tim<\ Choose for pre-

fei'i.'uce olijectives in front of your own men before selectiuLi' others

to the right ov left in orilei' to assist tlx- advance of ii iehlioi--

ine- troops. If th(; enemy's leadiuf,' line is checked or offers a had

tare-et, then choose suitahle olijectives to the right or loft or in rear

of his leading line. In cases of douht choose as targets tlmse

olijects which can he most easily hit. Ihit as a rule the usual

mark to aiui at is the smoke of the enemy's rifles ;uid artillery.

In choosing ohjectives we must let the (|Uestion of range (involving

effect of tire and errors f)f estimation of range). atmos|(hta-ic condi-

tions, sIop(,'S of grcnmd, etc, have their full weight. The ofHcer

commanding the firing line app(n"tions the targets to the different

parts of the firing- line during the pauses in the fii'e (see page 14).

(.')). As regards the range and elevations and nnmher of

elevations to lie useil, much has nlread}' heen saiil. hut it cainiot

he tot) strongly remeudiered that the efKcacy of all fire de])ends

more on the range lieing known than on the indixidual skill of the

men in firing. The worst shot nia}' hit if the range is known, hut

the hest shot will not hit if the' raiige is wrongly estimattfl. Heiic(;

the value of carefully watching the effects of the fire, and of making
any suitahle corrections to the elevations employed.

Tlu' effects of the inclination of the line of sight and of atmos-

pheric conditions must not he forgotten in oi-deringthe elevation to

he us(m1.

In cases of douht use too low than too high elevations. If either

side is advancing, always undersight for the supposed range, ami
only alter vour elevations hv at least 100 yards at a time.

Against charging cavalry, only use the 400 yards elevation and
aim at the hoofs of the hoivses.

()). As regarils the observation of the tii-e. we must reniendier

that in a well-directed fire half the bullets will fall short, and

conse(iuently the dust jiroduced by bullets 50 to 70 yards in

advance of theoliject is not a proof that the fire is too short, though
no dust //; <i fdviirahlc soil for ohf^''i'>'(itlon is a certain indication

that the fi.3 is too long. If you are to one side of the men firing,

say on the right of thetn. then a too shoi-t fire will appear to fall fo
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