LECTURE B

(Ladract from the

X

lecture, on Wednesday ¢ ' trigonon
wing, th
Quebee, proved once more how very interesting, even dows, an
in a popular sense, an otherwise dry and abstruse sub- had bee
ject, may become, when ably handled. corrobo
The lecture showed the relationship of geometry to INens
all the industries of life.  He traced its origin from blems w
remote antiquity, its gradual developpment up to the | can now
preseut time. He showed how it is the basis of all | generall;
our public works, and how we arve indebted to it for many pd
all the constructive arvts ; its relationship to mecha- tures,) v
nicy, hydraunlies, opties, and all the physical sciences, be perfo
The tairer portion of mankind, said Mr. B., hiwe the the use
keenest, wmost appreciative perception of its advan-
tages and beauties, as evidenced in the ever-varying | aing
combinations so cunningly devised in their designs He show
for needle tracery, laces and embroidery. He showed builder
its relationship to chiemistry in crystallization and the forn
polarization ; to botany and zoology in the laws of domes,
morphology ; to theology, and so on. In treating ol drons, v
the cirele and other conie sections, he drew quite a eathwoy
poetical comparison between the engineer who traces cuttings
out his curves among the woods and waters of the Roman ¢
carth, aud the astzonomer who sweeps out his mighty the cam
cireuits amidst the stavry forests of the heavens, The door o1
parabola was fully illustrated in its application to the or arch
throwing of projectiles of war, also as evidenced in the cam
jets of water, the speaking trumpet, the mirror and
the reflector, which, in light-houses, gathers the rays
of light, as it were, into a bundle, and sends them oft Educati
together on their errand of hwmanity., In treating of ducing
the ellipse, this almost m urve which is traced Mr. Vaa
out in the heavens by every planet that revolves on the
about the sun, by every satellite about its primary, arantin
he alluded to that most beautitful of all ovals—the
face of lovely woman. He showed how the re-ap-
pearance of a comet may now be predicted even to the
very day it heaves in sight, and though it has been next ge
absent for a century, and how in former ages, when tion col
these phenomena were unpredicted, they hurst upon tion an
the world in unexpected moments, carrying terror Mr. Gi
everywhere and giving rise to the utmost anxiety and the Ho
consternation, as if the end of all things were at hand. BN 3t
In a word, My. Baillargé went over the whole field of “tion
geometry and menswration, both plane and sperical “otouie
a difficult feat within the limits of a single lecture ; | Univer
and kept the audience, so to say, entranced with in- | * plus
terest for two whole hours, which the president, Dr. | * corps
Anderson, remarked were to him as but one ; and no ¢ de sa
doubt it must have been so to others, since My, Wilkie, “ aéné
in seconding the vote of thauks proposed by Capt. | * delig
Ashe, alluded to the pleasure with which he had liste- | ¢ supe
ned to the lecture as if) he said, it were like poetry to Newto
him, instead of the unpromising matter foreshadowed | “ the t
in the title,  Mr. Baillugé next explained in detail |
his stercometrical tableau, which we hope to see soon
introduced into all the schools of this Dominion. Tle
showed Low condneive it will be in shortening the o insty
time heretofore devoted to the study of solids and | that *
eveu to that of plane and convex superficies, spherical “ shor




