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them, if in our course next day. The loon, like the other
aquatic birds of passage, geese and ducks, is most alert in
the night time, when the permanent inhabitants of the
country are at rest. Almost every lake is occupied during
the breeding season by a pair of these nocturnal clamorers.
The wild, varied and significant responses to each other, as
they swim about in search of food, sometimes like the bleat-
ing of sheep, and again like the lowing of cattle, keep the
imagination awake all night.

It is impossible in an unknown country, and one into
which for centuries admission was in a manner denied, to
reconcile oneself with certainty as to who are fellow occu-
pants around. Aborigines might have wandered from the
more central parts of the island to our neighbourhood and
espy our fire from a distance and steal upon us unawares.
No civilized being had been here before, nor was any now
expected. Apprehensions and thoughts of no ordinary kind
occupy the mind unaccustomed to the untrodden boundless
wilderness. Sleep is not looked for.

We had as yet shot only a few braces of grouse, Tetrac,
Albus, while erossing the open rocky spots in the woods, and
our stock of provisions was nearly consumed.

The heat in the woods was very oppressive, and there
being no circulation of air under the trees, myriads of mos-
chetos, with black and sand flies, annoyed us.

We lodged at nights under the thickest of the woods,
encamping or bivouacking in the Indian manner. As the
weather was fine, this was agrecable and cheerful. Familiar-
ity with this transient system of sheltering, adopted from
expediency, is soon acquired. It may be shortly described :
Continuing our journey, about an hour before sunset a dry
firm spot of ground on which to make a fire and to sleep
under the thickest of the trees for shelter is pitched upon as
near as possible to water, and an easy supply of wood for
fuel. Care should be taken that the spot selected be not
hollow underneath the moss that covers the ground, for in
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