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the administration of the temporalities of
the dhurch. He has no ecciesiastical funet-
ions, as I understand it, except that lie may
occasiona]ly walk in his gown in a process-
ion along with bishops, priests and deacons
ail in their proper order. Instead of it being
a disqualification I would% think that the
hîgh character and standing of t 'he idiv-
idual would peculiaxly fit thim to be a pr6per
reîturning offleer, beçause -he will see
*right. If he is a good chancellor of the
Church of England, lie can do no wrong,
and wili do no wrong in that position.

Mr. CJANNON: Suppose one of these
gentlemen who are chosen to act as return-
ing officers refuses to do so. Is any
penalty provided?

.Mr. GUTHRIE: There is a penalty for
any who refuses to do any duty cast upon
him by this Act.
*Mr. CANNON: Where is it provided?

Mr. GUTHRIE: I icanînot say at the
moment, but we wili corne to, iLý.

M.r. COPP:. I eannot underatand Why
ministers, priests and ecolesiastics should
be ineligible ta act as returning officers or
poli clerks if they are asked to do so,
particularly in country districts xvhere they
wouid be likely ta know more people than
many others. I do not see why they should
be debarred from acting.

Mr. GUTHRIE: That' has been the'
estabiished practice both herm and in Great
Britain as far back as'the mesnary of man
goes. IL lias always been assumed, rightli
or wrongly, that ministers of the Gospel,
whatever churci ýthey may' belong ta,
exercise some influence over their flock, and
I think the chie!) idea in -excluding them
from acting as election officers -was to re-
move any posaibility of clerical influence
at the time. of the poli. I think that is a
very.strong reason.

Mr'. PEDLOW: Is 4~ the intention to
exclude the members of the Board of
Commerce? They rank as judges.'

*Mr. GUTHIRIE: No.

Mr. JACOBS: To continue the question
of the appaintment of ecclesiastics, may I
read from the Ottawa -Citizen of April 5,
1920, a short excerpt from. &.sermon deliv-
ered by the Bev. Mr. Gisborne? We are
discussing the question of the appoint-
ment of an ecclesiastic ta the position of,
Chie! Returning Officer. There is oniy one
paragrapli tliat I desire ta read, Mr. Chair-
man, and iL gives point ta my argument.

.The OH-AIRMAN: I mvst ask the hon.
member if the remarks contained in the
sermon has reference ta the clause under
consideration.

Mr. JAOOBS: I can state f ully and
frankly, after reading the remarks o! the
Bev. Mr. Gisborne, that there is not a word
in his sermon cancerning this Bill.

The CHAIRMAN : I must rule, there-
fore, that the sermon cannot be read.

.Mr. J. H. 'SINCLAIR: I wish ta impresa
iupon the minister my proposai in regard
td subsection 2, which -provides that iqo
persan ghall be appointed electian clerk,
deputy returning officer, registrar or poli
clerk unless lie is a resident of the'electarai
district within which lie has ta act. I sug-
gest that we shouid make this subsection
applicable ta returning officers as weli. I
ýee no reason why a returning officer shouid-
be imparted frorn ane electorai district ta
another.

Mr., GUT'HRIE: I understood that we
had allowed ta stand everything relating
ta the duties o! returning officers.

Mr. CANNON:- I asked the minister if
there was a penalty and lie said that there
was. I have looked up the Act and find.
that penalities are provided for from sec-
tion 84 ta section 98, but I do nat find any-
where in these sections a penalty for the
man who lias been* appointed returning
officer and fails ta perfqrrn his d4uties.

Mr. GUTHRIE: Tliere is one clause cov-
ering ail election afficers.

Mr. CANNON: Where is it?
Mr. GUTHRIE: I will find it; I cannot

put my hand on ail these things at a rno-
ment's notice.

Mr. McKENZIE: Do I understand that
seetian 35 is ta stand until we are further
enlightened on the question a! what is or
is nat an ecclesiasticP

Mr. GUTEHRIE: I think we are wasting
a great deai o! Lime an a matter a! xinor
importance, but if my hon. !riend seriaus-
ly asks that the clause shahl stand I arn pre-
pared ta let iL stand.

Mr. COCKMIIJTT: I should like ta know
frorn my hon. friend '(,Mr. Jacobs), whether
or nat a Rabbi would be inciuded in the
defirition o! ecclesiastics.

Mri JAO%~: I should have -ta get an
opinion frorn the Sanhedrin befare 1 could
give rny hon. f riend the information lie
asks for.
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