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friend (Mr. Power) on behaif of the widowed
mothers of our fallen soldiers. I have al-
ready expressed myseif on this question be-
fore, and I had hoped the oommittee would
bringi in:recommnendations accordingly. ff
hope tii. rýînister wiIl strike. out subpara-

Mr, GlRNfl: I flnd myseit in a soine-'
wliat peculiar position because on fiormer
occasions in thie House, I have advocated
a change in the law respecting widowed
mothers. The law as it existed up to to-day
did to my mind, discriminate aga.inst tuis
particular ciasa of pensioner. The question
was very fuily discussed snd considered by
the committee, and the hmn. member (Mr.
Power) .put torward his arguxitents in hie
usual farcible way, but in the end the. comn-
mittee decided that the provisions which,
appear in this Bill went as f ar as they feit
tli.yehould go. We muât remember that
there'is a very great difference drawn in
the pension law between the case of a widow
-and a parent. A widèw gets a'pension abso-
lutely regardiese of an'y means ahe may
have. Her position in liteslias nothixig te
dot witli wliat she may receive. -The. law
takes it that se ià ,ntitlèd, firet, to 'the.
support, of lier husband *ben hée wae, alive,
and that by reason of hie death she ehould
not have any deduetion in lier incare. But
in tlie case of parents tier. je the. diâtie-
tion made that the 'parent firet of all muet
b. ehown to have been dependent on the
soldier. True -it le that by a subseqùent
clause th6 cases of prospective dbpýend.ncy
are provid.d foi, but l.avlng that silde :for
the moment, the flrst provision of the, law
je that the paient muet be sbewn te have
been dependent on the. soldier. Nxt, it
muet be shown that thé parent je in néed,
ls flot independent. If the parent be in-
dependent ne pension i8. due, but if 'tii.
parent b. dependent the pension is 'pay-
able. Under the law as it stands, it *as
necessary in arder. te a'ward penseions ta
ascertain whetlier'tii. parent wus or was
nuot dependent, and, as' bas been stated.-
varioue accretions ta income or thie pos-
session of a home, for instance, were treated
as independent incarne and the, amount was
deducted front the. pension., Under -ths Bill
ne deduction: te made from, a widowd
-mther'a eso by reasun et the. tact that
se owns a=oee or on acceunt ci lier earn-
inge, and prôvided se resides in Canada
that ber income trom ether sources
dees not exceed $20 a month. Thlt wais
the decieion ot'the comrnittee., It goes f ar

tu ameliorat. tho situation that exiats et
the. present time, -and I think eboiild be
accepted.

Mr. SINCLAIR (Antigenieli and Guy-s-
borougzh): Il arn inclined to favour the, -
views et my hon. friend (Mr. Power). I do
not think the. pension of the. widow.d
mother ehould be in as precarioue a state as
it appears to b.. Many cases have occurred
in my own experience where thie inspector
was. I coneidered. aomewliat too bareli in
hie report. Of course, a great deal de-
pends on the administration of -the Act as
well as the piiraseology of it. but tiiere are
cases, I have no doubt, wiiere the report et
the, inspecter upon a visit lias been- ton
severe. I knew of widowed mathers and
f athers having beýn deprived of their arnal
pension because the inspecter took ito
consideràtion circunistences which. really
siieuld -have been ignored., I have had oc-
casion t\a bring one or;two -cases efthi « kind
te the attention of the commission, and
when the. tacts wexe explained the. pension.
was restored. Tii. question i. largely oný ef
administration, a.nd I, think that a rneddle-
somes inspector who w*ants ta makýe hiniseif
importarlt and show that he is doing hie
duty th*oroughiý may sometirnes go te eëx-
tronies. I knew of one instance in, whicb an
inspecter visited>a country libuse where two1old people were living. Tii. aid man wag
almost blind. This coupl e lied lest their
two sons at the. war, 1 ad the, oid lady was
endeavouring with lier .hasband ta make a
living as beet se.could. They lied a small
farm in a very isolated and, pibor district,
away from neighbours. Tii. inspecter dis-
covered that tiiey -liad a few liens, in the
barn, a cow, and a. dozen or so et apple
trees. and these ass.!. h. 'caleulated to r.-
present a certain arnount et support ta tiiese
aid-people. Ne repôrted accardiugly, and
the pension, which was enly a smali one,
he recam'mended ta b. reduced because they

lied tis farlim. Iu reality, what tliey pôs-
sessed was merely a ehelter over their
heads. Tii... people could not zaise anything

on the. f arn aI ail for the obviaus reasan that
tbey had ne labour; and te lire labour
in thaI part oftie country aud iiake any-
thing out efthaI meagre property was an
impossibility. Ba tliat the. inspectar ouglit
ta have ignared the oircumstanceesuad let
this case alan.. When the matter was
broughî loe.. noticeo et i.board tliey rec-
tifled il. I arn inclined te agre. with. my
lion. triend tram Quebe-c that -soins change
ought ta lie made in the, regulations.


