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The opinion given expression to by Mr.
Rochester then, is not, I believe, the opinion
of the people of Ontario to-day, if we are
to judge by the numerous petitions wwhich
have been presented to this House by trades
and iabour unions and other associations in
Ontario, in regard to this Chinese question.
The Hon. Alexander Mackenzie speaking, in
1878, ia regard to the resolution of Mr. Bun-
ster, said :

He hoped the hon. gentieman did not really
expect such & resolution to obtain any support
in the Hcuse. It was one unprecedented in its
character, and altegether unprecedented in its
apirit, and at variance with those tclerant laws
which afforded employment and an asyium to
all who came into our country, irrespective of
colour, hair or anything else.

Now, Sir, I do not wish to say that we
should not afford an asylum to people in
distress, but I do say that our first duty is
to ourselves and to our chiidren. I do not
think we are doing our duty to our own
people if we allow the Chirese aund Japa-
nese o come in and compete with Cana-
dian iabourers. There is no excuse for seek-
ing such cheap labour now, whken we have
seen recently that good, honest able-bodied
Canadians can be got to work for 98 cents
a day, as railway trackmen. I do pot think
any one in Canada should wish for cheaper
labour than that. It has been argued also
that labouring men ecanaoot be adverse to
Chinese as they employ them themselves,
but if a man takes a contract and cheap
iabour 18 close at hand, and he canp get men
to work for 75 cents or §1 a day, it is only
humsarn nature that 99 men out of 2 hundred
should avail themselves of that, and, there-
fore, the ounly way to do justice to the ordi-
nary labourer is to keep these cheap workers
out ¢f the country, I believe that the
Chlnese are llke a malignant cancer eating
in the wvery vitals of the workingmen of
Cansds, bat with this difference : that while
up to the present time, no cure iIs known for
cancer in the human frame, there Is a cure
for this Chinese csncer. and that Is by the
Government providing a safficient poll-tax
to keep them out of the country. Let me
88y that it is not only British Columbis that
is interested In this matter. The gentlemen
sitting in this House from all parts of Can-
ada should take an Interest in the question.
because as sure as fate the Chinese will
spread over the fase of this country. We sce
tke advance goard in Toronto, Montreal, and
other cities, setting up thelr wash houses,
&nd as o them mpot dbelng civilized, why it
was ohly yesterday I saw & Chlnawman

careening down Rideaun Street on 2 dicyele.

Mr. DAVIS. He must have bought the
bleycls., . ‘

. Mr. PRIOR. He may have stolen it for
ail ¥ know. 1 believe that if the Chinese and
Japapese are not stopped zomehow, they

will eltimately ewamp the artisans and work- |

Mr. PRIOR.

ingmen of Canada. ILet me therefore im-
press upobn the Government the urgent ne-
cessity that exists for immediate restrictive
legislation, and I can tell the Government
also that unless they take some action this
Chinese guestion will be brought up in Par-
liament year after year by all the British
Colombia members. ‘There is another class
of emigrants coming to Canada at present,
which I believe is as great a menace to
ocur well-being anpd prosperity as are tie
Chinamaen and Japanese. The worst of it is,
that these men sre not 2oming in solely of
their own accord, but they are coming in
with the assistapce of the Governmeunut of
the day. I refer to the Galicians and the
Doukhoebors.

Mr. DAVIS. He pever saw a Doukhobor
in his life.

Mr. PRIOR. Tiae hon. geantleman (Mzt.
Davis) is just a litile too previous. I svas
going to say that I have never been in com-
pany with either a Galician or a Dcukhobor
that I kaow of, but I have heard a great deal
about them from men who live amongst them
and from men who have lived with them
In Russia, and who can speak their language.
It is not my intention to do an injustice to
any man be he ever 8¢ poor or humble, but
I must believe my own senses and the opin-
ions of my frieads who know ‘these people
Intimately. The hon. member for Saskatche-
wan (Mr. Davis) thought he would make a4
point by saying that I had never seen a
Doukhobor. Well, 1 believe his cclleagune
the hon. member for Alberta (Mr. Oliver)
has hundreds of them living near him, and
I am sure he will endorse everything that
I say this afternoon. Some of the informa-
tion I have obtained is from a gentleman
krown in the Press Gslery, Capt. Clyde
Philips ‘Welley, a gentleman who has lived
In Russia for many years, who has Deen
amongst the (Galiciars and Doukhobers, who
can speak thelr language and has written
about them many times. Capt. Welley I8 a
gentleman well known {n the literary world,
one of the most patriotic writers we have
in tbe British Bmpire to-day, and we can
rely upon what he says of these people. 1
have Information from others on this matter
a8 well as frow Capt. Wolley. Now, Sir, I
presume that the aim of this Government is,
as it ought bve the aim of every mar who
has the welfare of Canada at beart, to see
Canada populated with {he best, 2nd the
bravest, and the mosat intelligent people that
can be got under the sun. from the very
beginning of the colonization of Canada
the hrs been peopled by a Hrave and in-
telligent race. The flret settlers, the Mrench
Caradians, opened vp o2r country under the
greatest dangers and the greates: difficul-
ties, and they are still willing 10 go to the
tttermost part of the earth for the sake of
the Empire. The French Canadiaps have
shown the greatest ioyelty and fealty to the
Britisk Orown, end let me ask the Govern-



