MR, SHARP:‘ Well, there are many .c'buntriea that we recognize in which we dn
have aﬁt'agsadot"s and representation, ' | )
| THE PRESS: If I could be 2llowed a last queetion. To sur=arize, I think
that the government is ready to sacrifice, if nzed be, Taiwvan relations if it gets
recognition and acceptance of Canadian represzentation in Peking.
MR. SHATP: 1 have not made that statersat,
TH

[ U]

PRESS: ﬁo, -1 am asking whather you l;mow;- that is an eventuality

' account of what happened elsewhere in tl;e world,

MR. SHARP: Well, that may be your view, I a3 not expressing that view,

| hope that we can bring about a situation in which the existence of a separate goverment
In Talwvan is recognized and that we can, at the sz=s tirs, recognize that the People's
eoublic Govermment in Peldng is effectively in control of the mainland area,

THE PRESS: But given a choice would you recognise Red China f£irst?

MR. SHARP: I' said wve are going to nsgotiate to ;ry to effect this charre,
hat is all 7 have to say at the present tips, '

THE PRE3S: Mr. Sharp, in the staterent it lists the things that have
nfluenced our past policy as being priccipally the Cozmonwealth, the United Kations,
HT0 and international aid. In the balance of the statemsnt it seems to ne that the
inited Nations iand international aid are not going to be a serious part of t.ho'
fissessment we are going to continue or expand, That lsaves the Comzonwealth and
¥7) presumably as the principal subjects for reconsideration. I was going to ask
i’ you can conceive that in this reviev ve.vould vithdraw froa both the Coz:ao}xwealth
74 ¥ATO and strike off in scoe other direction? The Cox=onwealth seenms acarcely to be
Tntionsd at all. Are you writing it down as a factor in Canadian iavolvensnt?

KR. SHAMP: No, we are not. The role of ths Cozmonwealth in the world, of

-

furse, has been chanpine very greatly in recent years, wWe still value our associatinn
[th the Commonwealth countries and we have no intention of chanping that. Indeed,

vould ecxpect that it will be considered by the Govermment, if we are elected after

e 25, as bein an instrument for promoting peaceful relations in the warld,




