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ment, and in the Government particularly to the Department
of External Affairs, to prevent these ripples becoming angry
waves which may weaken the foundation of our friendship.

I do not think that this will happen. It will certainly be
less likely to happen, however, if we face the problems
frankly and openly of our mutual relationship. That relatic
ship, as I see it, means marching with the United States in
the pursuit of the objectives which we share. It does not
mean being pulled along, or loitering behind.

Nevertheless, the days of relatively easy and automat;
political relations with our neighbour are, I think, over.
They are over because, on our side, we are more important in
the continental and international scheme of things, and we
loom more largely now as an important element in United Stat:
and in free world plans for defence and development. They
are over also because the United States is now the dominatin
world power on the side of freedom. Our preoccupation is no
longer whether the United States will discharge her inter-
national responsibilities, but how she will do it and how
the rest of us will be involved. You may recall that it was
not many years ago that Colonel Lindbergh suggested that
Canada should be detached from membership in the British
Commonwealth of Nations because that international affiliatic
of ours might get the United States into trouble by involviny
the larger half of North America in European wars. That seeq
a long time ago. There are certain people in Canada (I am
not one of them) who think that the shoe, if not already on
the other foot, is now being transferred to the other foot.

From what I have said, and I have only touched on the
subject, you will appreciate that the days have gone Wwhen
the problems of Canadian foreign policy can be left to a
part-time Minister; to a small group of officials; to a
couple of hours' desultory and empty debate each session,
in Parliament, and to the casual attention of public opinion
when it can turn from more important matters such as the
Stanley Cup or the stock market.

Foreign affairs are now the business of every Canadia
family and the responsibility of every Canadian citizen.
That includes you and also the Minister for External Affairs.
I hope that we will together be able to bring to these pro-
blems, so complicated and so exacting, good Jjudgment, calm
objectivity and a scnse of deep responsibility, °
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