
enter the drug-financing business through connec-
tions made in Vancouver, or are tempted into it by
a relatlvely safe investment that yield a relatively
quick return.

Financing the heroin market is safe because it is
difficuit to convict those involved in the financial
side of heroin trafflcking, even after their arrest and
detention on narcotics charges. They have the
money to litre gooci, high-priced lawyers. The police
are moreover hampered in their task by the fact
that they, by law, have to disclose everything con-
nected with the case to the defense team. The
views of police officers is that because it bas
become very resource- and time-consuming to pros-
ecute middle and blgh level trafflckers and
financiers, it has become almost impossible to do
so. As a resuit, the justice system is, the police fear,
not sending the most important element in the nar-
cotdcs tracte - the financiers - the message that it
does not pay to get involved in illicit drugs .What is
also worrying is the fact that with the expansion of
the illicit drug market, there has sprung up a wide
area of commerce that is regulated by criminal
gangs. As put by a critic of the US-led "war on
drugs" approach - one adopted by Canada and
most countries - the nature of illegai markets (in

programns, and loss in productivity, etcj[25] This
study shows that the estimate cost to Canada with
regard to illicit drugs is Can.$1.37 billion (for 1992).
These include: (1) Direct health-care cost $88 mil-
lion; (2) Direct losses associated with workplace,
$5.5 million; (3) Direct administrative costs associ-
ated with transfer payments, $1.5 million; (4)
Direct cost for prevention and research $4 1.9 mil-
lion; (5) Direct law enforcement cost $400.3 mil-
lion; (6) Other direct cost $ 10.7 million; (7)
Productivity losses $823.1 million. By province, the
estimate of cost due to illicit drugs (in 1992), is as
follows: Ontario, $507.5 million; Quebec,$334.3
million; British Columbia, $207.5 million; Alberta,
$135.2 million; Manitoba. $45.1 million:
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