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Mr. Eric Kierans, Minister of Communications,
headed the Canadian delegation to the UNESCO
Meeting of Inter-Govemnmental Experts on Inter-

national Arrangements in the Space Communication
Field, which was held in Paris from December 2 to 9.

The other members of the delegation were: Mr. Alan
Gotlieb, Deputy Minister, Department of Communi-
cations; Mr. Jean-Marie Beauchemnin, Assistant

Deputy Minister of Education, Govemment of Quebec;
Mr. Yvon Côté, Assistant Deputy Minister of Trans-

pott and Communications, Govemment of Quebec;
Mr. Laurent Picard, Executive Vice-President of the

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation; Mr. R. Marchand,

Director of the Intemnational Telecommunications

Branch, Department of Communications; Mr. E.G. Lee,

Deputy Head, Legal Division, Department of Extemnal

Affairs, and Mr. Spencer Moore, Intemnational Re-

lations Office of the Canadien Broadcasting Corpo-

From 1904 to 1925, Moravian missionaries preached
to, taught and traded with the Eskimos of the area.

From 1925 until 1939, the Hudson's Bay Company
maintained a trading post there; when this closed

down, the nearest source of supply for the Butwell

Eskimos was 300 miles away at Fort Chimo.

BIRTH OF CO-OPERATIVE

After the Second World War, the federal Department

of Northern Affairs suggested to the Eskimos that

they form a co-operative in the potentially rich area.

The people borrowed $6,000 to build and stock a

small store and to buy equipment for fishing and

handicrafts industries. In 1961, a temporary school

was opened by the Department and, in 1962, Ray

Buffitt, a projects officer, organized fishing and

sealing programs. The Eskimo population increased

to 95, and a permanent school was built. The loan

was repaid, and the fishing operation expanded to

include a filleting and freezing plant for cod, char

and halibut.
To-day, no able-bodied person in Burwell is on

relief - children are attending a permanent school,

and families are making regular payments on three-

bedtoom serviced houses.
During the past ten years, 36 co-operatives and

three credit unions have been established throughout

the North. In 1968, 28 northem co-operatives reported

a business turnover of more than $2.3 million. They

employed full or part-time, 170 people who received

$356,113 in wages and salaries. They have accumu-

lated about $950,000 of their own capital and con-

tributed over $600,000 to the local economy.


