
This subdued rote contrasts sharply with the dark shadow cast by the United States

upon the Confederation Debates of 1865 which took place during the closing months of the

American Civil War. One of the major arguments for confederation was the need to

prepare for a possible attack from the United States once the war was over. Canadian

statesmen of ail persuasions knew that the government of the United States was greatly

displeased with the sympathetic position of the British Empire toward the southemn states

throughout the war. Several minor but exceedingly unpleasant border skirmrishes had not

escaped the atten~tion of thoughtful Canadians. The record of the debates reveals a serjous

concern that the victorjous Union arraies might soon invade Canada to seutle some scores

with the British Empire and even to ainçx certain sections of British North America. The

statem~ents that follow capture the spirit of tbis concemn.

After nxting the rapid march of recent events in the American Civil War, Thomas

Ryan stated:

Already we hear the great anticipated successes of the North. If the news be true

that Chreton has been evaçtuated, it will be a severe tblow to the cause of the

South; aind if the Southi he conquered, we know what have been the sentiments

toward Cnda expresed in theUnte Stae for the last three years. They will,

perhaps, turn inorth for further conquests, and try to humble a power whicb has not

in every way met hi wishes. We shul, t all events, be prprdto meet such a


