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The biotechnology industry started in the universities, where basic research on the

technology was captured commercially by patenting research and by iicensing these patents to
industry. In the eariy days (1976), only the Big Thrse of university technology transfer - Stanford,
University of Califomnia, and Massachusetts Institute of Technology - consistentiy and aggressively
sought out ufliversity inventions. The explosion of biotechnology companies, 3 in 1976 to 1330 in
1995, has been parallieed by the rise in U.S. patents granted to universities during this same Urne
period; 230 in 1976 to 1800 in 1992 <Terry, 1993) Today, more than 90 percent of the
universities are being awarded patents on a annual basis. The rich treasure of potential patents,
research coilaborators, research facilities, and technicaiiy trained personnel availabie at universities
creates the environment for the development and growth of biotechnoiogy companies. Proximity to
the founding researchers' academic institution is the key factor in biotechnology company location.
The North Central region of the United States is home to world-renown universities, hospitals and
federal laboratories, from which are produced Ieading-edge biotechnology research in medicine and
agriculture.

The following section reviews the biotechnology research activities in this region. For
further information about a research centers and technoiogy transfer opportunities, refer to
Appendices A - D.


