THE OKARAGAN STATEMENT CN SOUTHERN AYRICA AND PROGRAXCE OF ACTION

Ve continue to recognize ths situation {n Southern Africa as ona of the
mejor challenges facing the wvorld ccamunity today. Ve reaffirm our shared
{nternational responsibility to work togsther for the total eradication of
apartheid and the brutalities that it continuss to inflict on {ts victims within

and in ths peighbourhood of South Africa.

2. Ve considsr that the crisis engendarsd in the region by apartheid has
seriously detsriorated sincs our last mesting in Naszssu. Repressive measures
resulting {n more suffering and loss of 1ife have been intensifisd within South

frica, and the toll taksn by acts of war and destruction directad against South
‘Africa's neighbours 42 an attscpt to sustain and defand spartheid has continued
to rise. Southera Africa desperatsly nseds regional peace and stadbility.

‘3. It iz thersfore ocur collsctive viev that the wurgency of international
*nctian against the intolerable situation that exists in Southern Africa has
‘bnightnned and that as Commonwealth menbers we have the continuing obligation to
pske an effectivs costribution tovards the snding of apartheld and relieving
South Africa‘'s neighbours of the burden of being forced teo devote much of their
'resources to their resolute asd determined efforts to defend their security and
jadvancn the cause of freedox and indspendencs in their rsgion. Ve recognize that
~thess statss are making intolerable sacrificss {2 a cause that conceras all

;ountrics and peoples.
©

&. Vs have revieved developzeats iz Southern Africa since our Nassau
Hccting vhich produced the Accord on Southern Africa and reaffirmed our shared
:e:mitnent to its objectives. Ve also recall the London Raviev Meeting {n
Au;uxt 1986 which considersd the Repert of the Exzinent Persons Group (EPG),
‘Miszion to South Africa’, sstablished under the Nassau Accord. The EPG wvas to
1aitiat|. in the contaxt of a suspensicn of violence oz all sidex, s process of
dialoguc across linas of colour, politics, and religion, with a viev to
cltlblilhing a non-racial and representative goverament. '

S. Meeting for the first time in full Session siznce the publication of the
Rtport. ve varnly coxmend the work o©f the EPG and agree that the EPG mission
o!fcrtd a 7real opportunity for the South African Government to initiste a
°°l°tiltiag process between the Government and the true representstives of the
bllck majority, leading ultimatsly, to a peaceful resoluticn of the prodblen of
lpurthgid and to a brsak i{n ths cycls of violencs in the region. Pretoria's
f'Joction of the 'Negotiating Concept', submitted by the FPG, which was
undnrlin-d by its brutal attacks against Botsvana, 2ambia and Zimbabwe on 19 May
1986, was nothing less than a tragedy for the region.

5- At Nassau ws appealed to the suthorities in Pretoria to take a pumber
°f Steps in a geauine manner and as @& matter of urgency if the crisis of
lPlrthc!d vas not to end in seven grsater tragesdy. In spite of the Pretoria
"tlﬂl 8 increased intransigence since xa::nu., we remain convinced that only
th’°“lh negotiations can catastrophe be averted. Ve are encouraged in this by
the obvious yearning for psscs with Jjustice wvhich is evident amongst South

rica'’s peoples of all racas as was dramstically highlighted by the recent Daker
B"“nt- Actordingly, we agsin call on the South African Government to accept
the ‘Negotiating Concspt? of the YPG which remainsz asz valid today as it vas vhen
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