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Article 124

The Member States pledge themselves to respect the exclusively
international character of the responsibilities of the Secretary General
and the personnel of the General Secretariat, and not to seek to
influence them in the discharge of their duties.

Article 125

In selecting the personnel of the General Secretariat, first
consideration shall be given to efficiency, competence, and integrity;
but at the same time, in the recruitment of personnel of all ranks,
importance shall be given to the necessity of obtaining as wide a

geographic representation as possible.

Article 126

The seat of the General Secretariat is the city of Washington, D.C.

Chapter XVIII

THE SPECIALIZED CONFERENCES {

Article 127 ‘

The Specialized Conferences are intergovernmental meetings to deal
with special technical matters or to develop specific aspects of

inter-American cooperation. They shall be held when either the General
Assembly or the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs ’

so decides, on its own initiative or at the request of one of the
Councils or Specialized Organizations.

Article 128 ‘

The agenda and rules of procedure of the Specialized Conferences
shall be prepared by the Councils or Specialized Organizations concerned

and shall be submitted to the Governments of the Member States for

consideration.
Chapter XIX
THE SPECIALIZED ORGANIZATIONS

Article 129

For the purposes of the present Charter, Inter-American Specialized
Organizations are the intergovernmental organizations established by
multilateral agreements and having specific functions with respect to
technical matters of common interest to the American States.

Article 130

The General Secretariat shall maintain a register of the
organizations that' fulfill the conditions set forth in the foregoing
Article, as determined by the General Assembly after a report from the

Council concerned.



