R A Sl e
ST (st

P R M AT e iy

Feature

‘and protectionism to defend ourselves’
from each other, and that, too, seems to

_have been satisfactorily overcome, or at

least held in abeyance. And I remember
also we talked on one occasion of our
slow growth and the danger that might
create cynicism and perhaps a measure
of revolt amongst, particularly, of the
young in our populations, and that, too,
seems to have been averted for the time
being. .

And I think we must say that to the
worries that might have existed as to

. the possibility for industrialized democ-

racies to come to grips with these very
intractable problems, that worry is
somewhat in abeyance in the sense that
we have managed, not to overcome all
the crises, but we have managed to
manage them in a certain sense. We
have remained in a reasonable measure
of control of our domestic economic en-
vironment.

There is one problem which was in-
tractable and which for the time being
remains so; that is the problem of
North-South relations. And we did dis-
cuss that again at this summit. I sup-
pose it's fair to say that that is on2
problem that is not, of course, wholly
within our control, since we must seek
a measure of agreement with those
countries of the Third World. I believe
there were new steps taken at tkis
summit toward a solution of those
problems. Some of us, certainly myseif.
indicated an interest, if invited, in par-
ticipating in the Brandt minisummit.

We, as my colleagues have indi-
cated, have called upon the oil-rich
countries to help solve this problem
with us, and we've called upon, also, the
Soviet bloc to do something to bear a
part of this burden, which it certainly is
not doing now. But perhaps more im-
portant, we discussed among ourselves
the fact that we hadn't really broken
the back of this problem, and we were
determined—you will see some Wwords
in the communique to that effect—to
make sure that at next year's summit
we would expend every effort to come
to grips with that problem, hopefully
with a beginning of success.

I would not wish to finish without
making some reference to the political
dimensions of our discussions, to which
reference has indecd already been
made. We mentioned the four coin-
muniques of a political nature, or
semipolitical nature, of the refugees,
hijacking, the taking of hostages, and
above all, on Afghanistan.

. I think it is important to underline
that our summits are, first of all and
above all, of an economic nature and

should remain such. But we have had to
become aware of this reality that the
industrialized democracies, those rep-
resented at the summit, could not avoid
realizing that in the political field,
where there’s been rather more disar-
ray, rather less unity than in the eco-
nomic field, and the political crises still
seem to be somewhat more intractable,
rather more insoluable than the eco-
nomic crises or the economic challenges

we've had to face. But there, too, a cli-

mate of moderate optimism is justified.

On Afghanistan, we made a decla-
ration saying that as to the essentials
we share the same view on the basis,
the foundation of the problem, the main
positions to be taken for the future. 1
think we shall also have to face these
responsibilities. But as far as I'm con-
cerned, I realize that we must do it
marginally-to the economic discussions,
which are essential to the summit. We
merely envisage the possibility of
translating in the political domain this
sort of political unity or this democratic
approach which we’'ve achieved in the
economice field.

We could hope that this may pass
over into the political field. This re-
mains to be seen, and this no doubt re-
mains to be seen at the Canadian sum-
mit next year, since we have agreed at
this summit in Venice to meet next year
in 1981 at the Canadian summit.

I must say, indeed I must warn my
colleagues and those of you who will be
there that we shall not be able to com-
pete with the splendor of Venice and
the hospitality of the Italian people, nor
even the excellence of the masterly way
in which our chairman has conducted
the proceedings during the past 2 days.
But I can tell you that you will all be
welcome. And we think, all together,
we shall be able to contribute further to
the solutions of some of our serious
problems.

Foreign Minister Okita

On behalf of the Government and
people of Japan, I wish to take this op-
portunity to express our deep sense of
gratitude and appreciation to the con-
dolence expressed to the sudden demise
of our late Priine Minister, Mr. Ohira,
by the heads of government and state.
Prime Minister Ohira had a particu-
larly high valuation of the role of the
summit in these difficult times of the
world, and he had great expectations upon
his participation. I truly regret that and
miss his presence, but Prime Minister
Cossiga and heads of state and govern-

-

ment have given very kind and courteous
attention to us so that the Japanese dele-
gation has been able to particpate in this
meeting very productively.

Yesterday, by the way, we had
general elections in Japan. The results
have come to be known to us by now.
The party of which Prime Minister
Ohira was representative enjoyed a .
landslide victory, increasing the
number of seats of the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party from 258 to 284. I might
take this opportunity to report that to
you.

This summit in Venice I believe has

- accomplished a result that truly befits

the first such summit in this decade of
the ecighties.

First, on the political question: Ini-
tially the summits were for economic
discussions, but as other heads of gov-
ernment and state have commented, in
these new, changing envircnments we
have discussed political points, matters,
particularly with regard to our position
as regards Afghanistan. You all heard
Prime Minister Cossiga yesterday in his
press briefing.

The Government of Japan, since
the outset of the Soviet military inter-
vention in Afghanistan—the Govern-
ment of Japan has persistently taken
the view that Japan cannot tolerate
such military intervention in that na-
tion, and Japan shall continue to main-
tain this same attitude. I am gratified
and find it very significant that among
the heads of state and government in
Venice, a common perception has heen
confirmed about this question.

As regards economic questions,
Japan came to Venice looking forward
to fruitful and substantive discussions
on inflation and energy and the so-
called North-South situation, including
the question of recycling of oil money.
We are satisfied that we have seen
long-term strategic discussion. First, in
next year's Canada summit, further
discussions we look forward to take
place on North-South relations, We
strongly support this forthcoming
agenda item.

On energy, our view is that among
the seven nations here, on the supply
side—in other words, not only on de-
mand side, on the supply side—our ef-
forts must be further redoubled. This is
the question that affects the oil-market
economies. We must demonstrate our
resilicney and strength of market
economies to the rest of the world. To
that end, through investment, produe-
tivity must be inereased, and through
savings, inflation must be curtailed.



