
of endeavour; however, they have developed co-ordinating machinery as well
as a number of co-operative undertakings'. The most important co-operative
undertaking in which the Agencies take part is the United Nations Expanded
Programme of Technical Assistance; in 80 countries and territories, seven of
the Specialized Agencies assist the governments of the lands; more than 700
experts sent by the Specialized Agencies were at work ini the field, and about
350 persons fromn under-developed areas were awarded fellowships for ad-
vanced training ini special skills needed for the economic and social develop-
ment of their countries.

The most serious problem encountered by many of the Specialized Agen-
cies is that the responsibilities they have assumed are so vast, and the oppor-
tunities for useful work so numerous, that great difficulty is experienced in
setting limits to and priorities for their programmes. This has had to be done
however, since ini the past few years there has been an unwillingness on the
part of some members of the United Nations to supply yearly increases in
the budgets of the Specialized Agencies-. Many countries, including Canada,
have urged the Specialized Agencies to concentrate on those undertakings
which will have the most significant and far-reaching resuits.

The work of the Specialized Agencies is extensive and complex, and is
described ini detail in the publications issued by each Agency. The account
which follows gives only in summary form a survey of their activities for
the 18 months under review.
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