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Thîs statement of the ease is ludicrously at variance
with~ the facts, as now ascertained. We know that Englandi
wa certainly not scheming how to get into the war, but
miuch rather how to keep out of it. It may welI be questioned
whether, if we had promptly declared our' solidarity with
Franice and Russia, the war would. thereby have been pro-
veuted. Is it not rather to, oui' credit that we hesitatod, and
%hat we delayed even Vo the verge of weakness? What
better proof can be given that we were free from, any actual

<>jnmitmeut than the fact that, when France firet pledged
her support to Russia, Sir Edward Grey refused to make any

prmie No one says now that we ought to, have continued
1<> stand out, and so, have saved oui' skius. For thougli one
ca neyer speak with certainty of what might have beon, al
the evidence goes to show that if we had lef t France and
Delgiumn to their fate the German occupation of the coast-
une. would have been much more undisputed than it is tu-day;
and then England's turu would have corne next. She did
'well to spurn the Cyclopean gif t of a promise that skie would
b. "eeaten last!"

1 have said that there was no unreasoning impulse about
Our intervention. .And we did noV go in beause wo wero
ordered Vo do so by any superior authority. This is not for us
-- a some Americans are too apt Vo believe--a war of Kings,
and Emperors, and Cabinets. Nor was it Vhrough the British
Freji Secretary that the final and fatef ut word was spoken:-
bi formula throughout the negotiations was "subject Vo the
support of Parliament." 'That is one of the facts which Mr.
Be.rnard Shaw secins altogether to have overlooked. It was
the represontatives of the nation, assembled in the mother of
pa*iiaments, that voted a war credit with practicat unanimity;
and their action in what was put Vo Vhem as a matter of duty
and honour at once received the heartiest possible endorsa-
tion, not only of their Englieki constituents but also of mon of
every kind of political persuasion throughout ail our oversea
Domiînions. This is government by democracy, and con-
sidering the character of parlianientary represoutation in
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