THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

There should be examination by the education de-
partment for promotion to the-academies, followed
by diplomas to all who are successful. But promotion
should not be confined to those who are successful,
or indeed be mainly dependent upon success. ~
The government examination will give a rough
com pnnti've estimate of the wark done by the academy
and the government diploma will be an authoritative
testimonial of character and scholarship, and a great
stimulus to effort. But a faithful teacher’s estimate
of his pupils will be a far safer guide for promotion.
Mr. Hatch, Superintendent of the New Bedford
schools, and & reformer in this direction, says:
Every recitation s in part an examination of the teaching
as a test of the amount and kind of knowledge possessed by

the pupils. Of this every teacher should be conscious, and if
recitations are uniformly poor, it would be well for him to

turn the search-light of eriticism back upon himself if he

would discover where the fault lies. As the teacher must be
the best judge of the attainments of the pupils under his charge
and of their individual capacities, his opinion should have
much weight in determining their advancement. He should
therefore make a careful study of each pupil; note his strength
as well as his weakness; and when the time for promotion
comes, be influenced in recommending the pupil for advance-
.ment by the future as well as the past. . Nor should any
teacher, in determining his list of promotions, retard the ad-
vancement of a candidate only for fear of criticism from the
teacher of the higher grade. Promotions in the public schools
as a rule are goverened by too rigid rules. 'Fhe provisions for
advaucement are not sufficiently elastic. The same discrimin-
ation is not made in the interest of brightest pupils that is
made against the dullest ones. A just criticism made on the
public school system is that all pupils must go through the
same treadmill.

TALES WITH TEACHERS.

Some teachers have inquired whether the provisions
of Regulation 44, relating to the enrolment of pupils
in Standard L., is to go into effect at once. A good

measure cannot go into effect too soon, and all

teachers will agree with me that this ¢s a good
measure.
out of Grade I. for a month or two, who in the
majority of cases enter school far too young. There
may be & hardship in some.cases where parents go to
the country in the summer, in limiting the time for
such pupils to begin to a fortnight. I think it ought
to be extended to a month.

M. P. asks the opinion of the REVIEW in the
following case: Four large girls were suspended
from school for misconduct. They are now attend-
ing school in a neighboring district. (1) Should they
be allowed to do so? (2) Can the parents take any

action against the trustees and teacher for suspending
them?” (1) While there is no written law on the
subjeot, there is an unwritten law which prevents
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There can be no hardship in keeping pupils

colleges and all other reputable seats of learning

from admitting students who are under a ban
kind. I have a veéry poor opinion of the maké-up ¢
the school-board in the *“ neighboring ” distriet, ar
hope the matter may never be bronght hiome to th
(2) Trustees are fu justified in suspend:
pupils for cause, unt{ in my opinion fr
state, these girls fully deserved .susp
parents have no remedy at all against the teac
none nst the trusteés, unless an injustice
done the girls. ; Ao

A correspondent writes complaining abor
tion 25, more especially that part of it :
notices of shows, etc., being given in schoo
thinks it is all right for cities, but for the coun
will not do at all. There can be no doubt
the public school is a good medium for adve:
8o good in fact that if the door in that
once opened it is hard to say to
‘ hustling” agents might proceed.

and trustess should feel it  relief

«Two of the pupils y 8
Normal school next term an

‘papers. Will you kindly in
“make the required

enter Normal school with the y

reliminary examination.
in Normal school work
attend the fall term.” .

«1 would think it i

con the hope of taking a
school than that for which the
In case a candidate at entran
pass “é):l the :‘llmwﬂl':qi
awarded on the provision of |
'An ambitious candidate had bet
the higher class at entrance.”




