Astronomical Notes.
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As mentioned in last month’s Notes, Mereury will be at
lis best as evening star during the first half of April.  But
j there should be little ditficulty in seeing him for some time
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| Star-gazers who object to carly rising may take a look at

“ forenoon, Venus with the eye and
. Jupiter with a opera-glass. In a clear sky Venus is not at

all hard to tind any time up to noon, just nOW; and when
t a good glass should

these planets during the

Jupiter is so near her as he is at presen
pick him up without much trouble. As a general rule the
best time for getting a daylight peep at them is when they
In the middle of April Jupiter
meantime, and about

are on or near the meridian,
will be on the meridian at 9 a. m.
thirty-five degrees above the horizon in this latitude. At the
end of the month the meridian passage will happen three-
quarters of hour earlicr, and the altitude will be a degree
From the middle to the end of the month Venus will

higher.
9-40 a. m. at an altitude of from

pass the meridian about
forty to forty-five degrees.
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ing the glorious object he was
1g at just to mark the differ-
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| Mars is very far from be
last year, but he is worth lookir
cnce between his splendor then and his insignificance now.
Then he was so big and bright that even Antares looked
You can't compare him with Antares
n, with about the same brillancy
as Antares, and much the same color. Which is the brighter
now. Aldcbaran or that red dot to the right? That is Mars.
Ile is moving up between the Hyades and the Pleiades;
about the 23th he will be directly between Aldebaran and
the Pleiades. Try in the carly evening which of the two—
Mars or Aldebaran — you can pick up first. At the end of
the month your glass will show Mars passing very close to
a couple of pretty pairs —the Kappas and Upsilons of

Taurus.
In the the summe
| than Le was even last year.

mean beside him,
| now, but there is Aldebara

¢ of 1892 Mars will be much brighter

| * * * * * *

Although Mercury, Mars, Neptune and Uranus are all
evening stars in April, Saturn has the best claim to Dbe
' called the evening star for the month. He is above the
horizon the whole evening, from sunset to midnight, and
he is one of the four or five brightest objects in sight.
That's him, up there to the left of the Sickle — that yel-
lowish star. No one near him as bright as he is—a steady
old chap, too, scarce & twinkle to be got out of him.
Those stars near him belong to the constellation Leo.

This 18 one of the very poorest years for seeing Saturn's
It is closing up fast. The south side of it, which
ds us for the last twelve years, will
Der, and the north side will

18

Ring.
lias been turned towar
at the end of Septem

disappear
ight at the end of October.
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begin to come in 8
- * *
od with an opera-glass between
Having found it, lay down
your glass and try your eye. If you are not sure which
of two objects in that space is the planet, watch them both
from night to night until you sce which one is the wan-
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