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In bis eveiiig telk befeft- the sunmu school )>f

science at Yarmnouth in july last, Principal Soloan,

of thtNova scotia noMml school, outlined. su at-

tractive courseý by wikh, boys and giris- may make

the suner hoh&days a source of unending delight

and benefihi tt- theraselves. Iii bis wîld garden at

Lake Minis, Mr. Soloaxr occupies- nèh of his leisure

vacation nioments, when booksand, correspondence

and, the calîs, of teachers' conventions will allow bum,
in the study of natureî which ig lavish and in great

variety about hini. It was in congenlal niOOd, then,

that hie, spoke of the opportuuiitied Of healthy enjoy-

ment that -lie open 'to childrew in vacation, and hie

has yielded to the request Of the RJYIE-W to Place,

these views before a icier circle Qf -teachers.

To enjoy a vacation sud yet wake it useftil is Mr.

Soloan's plea, sud teachers will readily enter into

synupatby with it on accounit of its possibilities to

theniselves sud to their pupils. AUl through the

school terni there is too littlinie to read -the stories

or books that lend interest to lîterattire, history,

geography sud other school studies; references arc

constaxitly- being miade through the winter nionthi

to objects Qf nature-study,-such as are seen. in field

forest and garden, to birds, insgects and plants, whicl

may be observed only in the mid-sumner months

How good it will be then to anticipate the joys o

coniing vacation and have boys and girls jot dowi

in their note-books what niay be read as a supple

ment to present lessons, or what niay lie observe,

in their raxubles afield -in summer. It is boped tha

Mr. Soloau's idea given below maýr meet with th

cordial synipathy sud co-operation, of our readert-

Is it not worth while to consider whether the sun;

mer-holiday activities of the' schoolboy sud schoo

girl could be availed of to sucli a degrçe as to rend(

thern a direct asset of the school business withOI

thereby impeacbing the rights of you1th to 'untranl

meled enjoyment of holiday blessings?

That a boy's holidays are a period of intellectu

sleep would be a niost thoughtless conclusion. Tri

it is that during such periods certain activities ca

ed into daily reqUisitioli in the classrootn cease to.'

operative; but, on the other hand, with the adve

of sunimer freedoni, various other mental prOces

wake to unwonted activity. ILke those of olé

people, the schoolboy'sý pleasures are in the tn

intellectual: bis raxnbles, his gamnes, his xnasqtier

ings, quite as rnucb so as our own. Let us adfn

then, as we readily can, that formative influeni

are potent in the min& wdheort of the pupil whether
schee keep .or 0et;

Lt ftmaim1, thený, to inquire whether tf*ft lnflû

ence& cari to any extent be regulated, rmdified, or;

indeed, suppied by the teacher' afttt seil ha:

clom.ed, The facuiy of emsri'tdMf, fbr «Aftl,

persons' holiday obàervatlfl be gi*efi pdint

rendered iore- exact aad mort Perrnaieftt1ýy avi-

able if sonie general .ns&udtiMi, emntorgflft M. a

aun iWere supplied ily abtâwe by the tètcW~?'

1 "naneit fty to, e1bIOfl th* temile v«ty f

Ç0 mider,ow«~er, the- whbo. reàhn d sdltod stbé,

and the thoughtfu ttaeher WiD 'bafd! ioVer'on

subjod teatd ii the schotf0tf tt die flot leird

itsell to, independetit out-door trearoWt byý the

papîl-indepertdeflt, or, better, sligtdly -.depeaikftt

on pre-sageitiofl and advke oftt§ teaCher. I! is-

nature-study? Think hoýir rmaîtoldý and fuffi aM

the processea of, nature dùrng the six weel«s fol-

lowing -the closing of WehoWo.1 It 's the fraiticit

period for what wus but ffower, or bud, in the freili

*sprixig days of May and Jüne; th bhail' ane farewe

*period for niaty -of our brds- of passage;- the, nest-

ing-time of others; and the, seàso* whef nôt odIy

flower and bird world,' bût the insect worlkI, toop id

at its gayest. The very beyday of nttuieI' And,

f the co4dest hearts. are- lighted to- wm'min e&n joy,

Sour younig folk' are storàig. up- an enthUiîSi% which

-can be teansformfed into ani active pri4wpfr ini the

cinature work for weeks- and'ionths cfe'~&

SThe, specific problem, for the teacher is, fi'f iow'

e, he niay direct and encourage the holda g~irts of

boys and girls tb entjoy and to know nelKttWCsnôôds

ansd processes; secondly, liow this acqutred, e-

1 ledge and enjoynft cati be en1krged and ccrreate .

'r by subseqiiett recail and conversation afteý holi-

itdays are over. Let nme suggest. What boy 6rgirl

'-wil deein it drudgery or an, iroad into hbliday free-

domn to be asked to acquaint hiniseif thoroughly,

ai during the idle stmnier days, with' the life, and

,ie habits of some species of bird or ins~ct, or wltht soute

1-group of plant-phenoeflup Stuppose a' fw younag

be people bri ng back, to school the store of' defiwite

ut information which the teacher has befoie holidays

ýes âhown. to be easily sud pleasurably obtained,-what

Ler themes there for talks with these eagçr lads and

Lin lasses whose reports on varionis beads lick none of

Ld- the charni of new discoveries 1 How "keenly idlfe

iut, ones wil1 regret their ainiless and fruitless days, atrd

ýes will tgke a lesson for future applicatklti!1


