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Hints for Prlmary Grades.

Bv Mmw. S. B. PArTUUIoN.

A moot attractive wall decoration for a primary scbool-

room ie a panel of autumn leaves eut from colored papers.

A large collection of inaple leaveas may be brought in

by the objîdren and pressed in smre old magazines, so0

as te be - ready for urne as patterns. Before the leaves

are pressed, bowever, the colore rnhould be noticed and

compared witb colored papers, sucb a are te be found

in Milton Bradiey'e mample color book.* A careful

selection may be made$ and a package of paperl ordered

for future use. Later, when the leaves are weli-preseed,

each ohild, selocting the color ta match, may lay hie leaf

on the white aide of tihe paper, and, after drawing the

outiine with penoil, may eut out the paper leaf with a

pair of scissore. Wben a sufficient number cf leaves

bas been out tbey may be arranged on a large sheet cf

card-board and pasted down carefully by the eidren.

A stiff arrangement should be avoided ; perbaps one cf

the. beut in an apparently caraleas grouping representing

tie leave. sters upward, in different positions, as if fait-

ing or being blown'from the trees. The generai effeot

vili b. better if care bas been taken ta have coneiderable

variety in the coôr and ie cf the. leaves.

The beauty cf ther bigbly oolored foliagp cf autumn le

attractive te cbiidren, and tbey aie enjoy the rustling

noise made by a run through beape cf duli brown Jeaves.

Lead them te mee that thene leaves are useful, ton, and

quite worth being gathered. Thick bede of leaves

around the currant buhes keep down weeds and furnieh

ail the fertiieing necessary. Occasionaiiy, toe, tbey are

used as bedding for cattie. Some cbild may alec have

noticed that bis mother likes ta get ieaf-mould ta mix

witb other eartb for bier bouse-plants.

LE&AP.TMPRMroNsI 014 CLAY.

Flatten and smootb off a piece of dlay, forming a

tablet about a quarter cf an inch thick and some four

or five inches square. On this iay a leaf, smooth side

up, pressing it down firmly on ta the dlay. If the leaf

is nov carefuily lifted off, a perfect impre&qion will be

fcund on the tablet. In this way a study may be made

cf the. margin cf different leavea and cf the, character

of- their ribe and veine. If these impressions are te b.

kept, the edges sbould be trimmed off even, and the

* A package cf 100 sheeta ordered s follows f iom Selby &

Co., 10 Shuter etreet, Toronto, wiII probably giv'e satisfaction:
"One p"~kage cutting paper, 5 x e, ,tnruded, coated, con-

taining ten ofsheets ah : Red; Red Sbade No. 2.; 'Yellow;-
Yolloy Shade No. 1 ; Yellow Shade No. 2; Orange-YeIInw
Shade No. 2; Yellow-Green; Yellow-Green Shade No. 1;

61reen iYellow Shacle No. 1 ; (ireen.Yellow Shade No. L)."

tablets lifW~d and laid flat on slates or paper f-cm. wbicb

they can easily be remcvod wlben dry. Small baies may.

b. made in the tablets whiie tbey are 8oft 50 that tiieV

ican b. hung on the wail and kept for reference in future

lessons.
A niucb more striking effect may be obtained by the

use cf cbalk-dust on tbe dlay. After tbe leaf bas been

firmly pressed on the -tablet and before lifting it off,

prinkie clak-dut, wite or colored, aIl over the sur-
face cf the dlay, rubbing it ini welI witb the fingers or a

etiff brueb. Then, after blowing away any looue duet,

Iiit the leaf off. Ail tbe surface of the tablet wiii nov

be colcred except the. space covered by the leaf; and

the impression in thus ma;ie to show mucb more dis-

tinctly by reason cf the. etrong con traint. Perbape it

sbould be said that the leaves used in this work shouid

be rather tough, green cnes, not fadeci or dried leaven,

whicb would break toc eaaily.

Clay may b. obtained from any pottery ail ready pre-

pared for use,ý and tmay easily be kept in good condition

in a wooden box, or barre], cicsely covered witb a damp

cictb. Occasionally eprinkle it with cold vater. Place.

the. box in a cool, damp place, if possible.

There are many natural clay-beds in the country, and

good material may be obtained from these if ne pottery

in near. If tbe dlay in dry, a very good way to prepare

a large quantity is to place it in a bag and let it stand

for a few daye in a pail cf water. When the- day je

tboroughiy wet tbrcugi i f t the bag -out and allow it ta

drip until the clay in in good condition for bandiing.

It shculd net be muddy or, even sticky ; but juat suffi-

ciently eofit. ta take an impression easily, or like soft

putty. In preparing it for claaa-work, take a piece

large eneugiita bandle easiiy and throv it repeatedly

for a fev moments on any bard surface, sucb as a board

laid on the table or floor; turning it eacb time àt is

thrown until it je clnsely wedged together inte a brick-

eiiaped mass. This may nov be eut readily vitb a

piece cf fine vire or string inta sucii sized pieces as are
required by tiie pupils.

The first exercise in modeli.ng sbould be that of mak-
ing a spiiere in connectioný vith lessons on form. Taking

a emali piece of clay, the teaciier should let the pupile

vatciilber firot, as sble rolle it ligbtly 6ut firmly round

and round betveen the palme of lier bande. The child-

ren should then practise tbe movement a littie before

receiving the dlay, as in many cases tbey are apt te roll

it back and fcrth instead cf round and round.

Avoid the mistake cf-rciling a pieco of dlay tac long,

as the warmth of the hand soon dries eut tbe moieture,

and after it begins to crack it ie useleas, and, indeed,


