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serting a clause in the bill protecting municipal
taxes against exemptions. The only assurance
given in the House was thât as the Government was
not buying the Grand Trunk, systemn 'outright local
taxes could not be interfered with. But the taking
over, controlling and operating a railway system by
the Government are but steps to full and actual
ownership. When that time cornes the local au-
thorities will find it impossible to colleet the rail-

* way taxes under the present law, meaning that an
intolerable burden will be placed on the other tax-
payers. It was in anticipation of such a situation
that Mr. Lighthall, the Hon. Secretary of the Union,
Sent out a large nuxnber of telegramns calling the
attention of the councils to the position and the re-
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plies received showed that the local councils realize
to the full its gravity. It seems to us that strong
strong action by every municipal council in the
country is necessary il anything is to be done toi
prote et their interests, and the time to do it is now,
before the Grand Trunk becomes the absolute prop-
erty of the country. The Federal'authorities are
neyer anxious to pay local taxes on Goverurnent
property as many municipal officiais know only too
well, so that it is well that the question should be
settled before the Government officiais have a
chance to get out of paying what is rnorally and
should be iegaily due in local taxes for Government
railways.

look with suspicion upon many civie
mnts as being directed against them-
rested parties. Elected as the local
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whole commuxiity, it is Dot very en-
have to meet criticism f£rom, say a
,ague whose interests are selfish be-
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