
QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY JOURNAL.

ter of duty. Young men are apt to feel attraéted to
a life whjch enables a man to visit in the sarne even-
ing, say, a Sunday sciiooi concert, eutertaiuiiiient,
a smîoking concert, and the police station ;forget-
ting that use and wont wil1 speedily turn this incon-
gruous-looking mixture of assignroents to routine
alrnost as cill as that in any business office. Finally,
certain newspaper men seemn to be continnally eni-

deavouring to, spread the impression that life in

their vocation is lived at highi pressure, that there is
always a desperate hnrry when the paper goes to
press, that, in short, there is a certain delirions

*hirl about it ail. Nearly ail stories of newspaper
life give this impression ; ny own experience isthat

it is quite false. Of course, every now and then

somneone has to work in a hurry ; such things hap-
pen in every calling iu life. Excitemient, however,

is another inatter. When the death of Sir John
Thonipson occurred, the paper with which 1 amn

conue§ted appeared next ruiorning withi something

like four pages of rnatter dealing with the career

and death of the deceased statesmian, and yet

through the day on which tbis work was done not a

voice was raised in the office, there was no haste,

and a visitor coming into the office in the evening
would have noticed nothing but that tbere were

rather more nien iu than usual, and that ail were

very quiet.
Hurry in aimther sense there unduubtedly is,

however. The paper goes to press at a certain

hour, bappen what may, and the matter must be

provided for it. Great celerity in the Preparation

of copy is necessary, and the uewspaper man must

cultivate a certain facility with the peu, which may

riot he good writing, but which must be reasonably

accurate an(l clear. The getting of faéts mnust be
done with rapiditv, and the man who censures news-

papers for their occasional inaccuracies would pro-

bably find it difficuit to be as accurate as they pn

the whole manage to be, were he obliged to do the

samne work. Further, the hours, especially iu

in orning newspaper work, are such as to ni ake study

difficuit, and, moreover, the work is of snch a quasi-

intelleaual character as to make real reading lu

one's leisuire less of a change, and therefore, per-

haps, less easy than is probably the case with other

callings.

It is for these prirnary reasons that tbe university

mnan should flnd a place in newspaper work. H-e iS,

if he has used his opportuflities, a traiiued student,

and, consequntly, should have an advautage in the

rapid mastery of unfaifliliar subjeats-an ex-

perience very frequent with the newspaper man,

who niay have to-day to summarize a report

on the agricultural progress of the province,

to-morrow to go ont to the mining regions to

describe the developinents there, and on comning
horne to colleét opinions as to the advisability
of prohibition, or the likclilîood of the extension
of the itinerancy iu the Metlîodist Chiirch. No
man cau be an expert ou every subjeét whichi comes
uip, but a traiuied student should ho able to seize the
essential faéts lu the niatter lu s0 far as tbey con-
cern the outside public for whoîn lie is writing.
Aniother advantage wbichi a university inan should
have is the possession of a fund of general readinig
and information, wbicb should prove of great ser-
vice. It is au advantage which any well-read ruan,
whether of nuiversity training or not, will, of course,
possess ; but the graduate bas had especial oppor-
tunities, and bas not profited to the full by bis train-
iug if hedoes not possess it. lu newspaper work geii-
oral information is of the greatest value. Apart fromn
countless roîstakes which the haviug of it enables
one to avoid, aliniost every bit of information, how-
ever out of the way, is certain sooner or later to
prove useful. For instance, sonie tinie ago 1 was
given the task of reviewing a book upon the history
and present organization of the British navy-a sub-
jeét appareutly as far removed froin the require-
ments of praétical life in Ontario as cau well be
iiiiagiued. But a few weeks aftei tbat 1 had to inter-
view an admirai of the British navv, wlio chanced
to visit Toronto, and he was pleased and, 1 fancy,
surprised, to flnd rue familmar with the namnes aud
bistories of the ships lu whicb lie had served, as
well as with a nuinber of the present day problemns
of the fleet. The resuit was that lie becamue very
friendly, and the interview was a success.

The question of the place of university menou
newspaper work sîmply anounts to this, that mon
of ability, wlîo already possess tbat faculty of adapta-
bility for the work wbicb is exceedingly biard to
describe, but whiclî, nevertheless, unquestionably
exists, and who have prepared themselves by acquir-
ing at a university training in study, defluite points
of view from wilîi to approaclb the incidents of life,
and the general information which is s0 valuable an
asset, should make their way iu it. They will have
to begin at the foot of the ladder and learn the
technique of the work, even before the period of
apprentîceship is well over. Ability will assert it-
self, and the ruan whose talents are backed by the
advantages whicb a uuiversity. education sbould
confer should find bis training tell.

My reference to the, period of apprenticeship sug-
gests a feature of the caLse to wbich a good deal of
prominence has been given. The dislike of the edi-

tor to the college man bas been tbe subjem5t of inuch.
humourous exaggeratiou.; as a matter of faal, at

preserit in Toronto there are fiteen or sixteen uni-

versity mon in aalive newspaper work, and there


