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?is you are richest in this world's goeds
But if nîy candidate will easemy pain,
To hlmii the opposing in shall yicid in votes,
Uiess lie gives mie up two iast ycar's notes

These verses may leave mie open to the

imputation of placing oid wine in new botties

but 1 frankly acknowiedge thse source of the

suppy. ours, e.,

G, N. BEAUMONT.

FIVE LOVE-LETTERS.*

ls there any one who has not heard
of Marianna Alcoforado, of I3eja, in the

province of Alenitejo, in Portugal ?And
Y(t it la wonderful that any one to-day

should have heard of ber, for she iived

three hundred years ago, in a littie con-

vent, in an unnoteworthy town, in which

Elhe attained no distinction ; and ber only

dlaimi to the attention of posterity lies in

the existence of five short letters addressed
to a Frenchi cavalry officer of the name of

Noei Bouton, Comte de' Cliamiliy. But

wliat letters ! There is perliaps no more
signal proof of the instinct of humanity to

recognize tlie beautiful, the good, and
the true than the preservation of this littie

packet of letters written by this love-lor
nun of twenty-seven to, this dashing officer
of thirty-one,

"What," was once asked by one who

knew notbing of thema, Ilis the secret of

their preservation 1" IlTheir genuineness,"
was the repiy ; and perliaps to this might

have been added the depth of tlie emotions
that were so genuineiy expreosed and the

keennesa with whicli tliey were so ail un-

consciousby anaiysed. She spoke out her

whle loving lieart, did poor Marianna, and

few things interest man more than the
heart of man.

She was beautiful, she, was brave ; and

both were young. So the old, obri story

followed. Conventual walis could not sep-

arate them, nor did conventuai rules pre-
vent them. And the oid story liad its too

frequent ending : lie wooed and won, and

when lie lied won, she was lef t to, mourn,
and to lier mournings she gave vent in these
five passionate letters in which she yet once

again bared ail ber feminine charmas and

weaknesses. Il What 1" she tells him, Il i
this the reward you give me for loving you

so tenderly 1 But it matters not ; 1 am

resolved to adore yen ail my life and to

cire for ne one else. . . . Could you

lever content yourself with a love colder
tlian mine 1You wilb perliaps find more

beuy elsewhere (yet you tobdmeoc
that 1 was very beautiful), but you wil

neyer find se mucli love suad ail the reat
ie nothing>'

Perliaps the most curious part of the

reservation of these letters is that, the

originals are bost. There actually does not
exist a copy of the Portuguese letters aE

their writer penned them, but only a Frencli
translation, which a Portugtuese literary ex-

pert declares from internai. evidence to bý

a poor translation. Be this as it may, the3

have been published again and again, an(

commented on, and studied time3 withoui
number-as indeed they deserved to be.

The lateat translation ils that by Mr

Edgar Prestage. Frm a purely typograpli
ical point of view, Mr. Prestage's bool

-leaves nothing to be desired ;the type anct, manner of printing adopted by Messrs. T
and A. Constable, printers te, lier Majesty

*The Lettera of a 1'ortuguese Nun (MUariann
Alcoforado), translated by Edgar Prestage, Ballir
Ceflege, Oxford., London: Published by Davii
1Nntt, iu the Strand; 1893. CIoth 8vo, rauýgh edgeï
gilt top, pl). xvi, (!ue. 2 hlank), 2ü9. Price 7s. &u

THE WEEK.

are beautiful :tlie pages are a deliglit to
the eyc. But tmom a iiterary point of

vicw, Mm. Prestage's book leaves airnoat
everythiug ta be desired. The page of

Errata coutains no less than cigliteen car-

mections (in some two-liundred smail octavo,

pages amply spaced and ieaded), and even

this dees not include tliem ail ; for on page

102, bine 2, we flnd tlie phrase Ilwhat would

have becamne of mie" uunoticed. When al

these are corrected by the pessesser's peu-

cil, the Messrs. Constelle's pages are sadly

disfigured. Worst of ail], sixteen if not

seveuteen out of the cigbtecn errera are

other than printer's errers. When every
aspect of the book-the carefuliy uscd old-

fashioned long s ; the red-ink flgurad initial
betters; tlie punctilious metention of the spebi-
ing and abbmeviations of the original Frenchi

trausbation-such as -u for v, & for and, i

for en ; and the excecdiug care bestowcd on
the miuutcst typographicai points-show
that no effort seems to, have been sparad te

make the book bibiiopegicaiiy perfect, it

ccrtaiuiy looks as if the translater lied

strained at e gnat and swabiowed several

camels. His translation haîts not seldom,
Hie opcniug sentence ils ambiguous, for un-

bess eue kuows that the thing epostmophised
was "'mon amour " and not mon amant

( or mon cher), eue wouid be apt wmongly
te interpret "lDo but think, my love, how

mucli thou wert wanting iu foresiglit."
Some idea of the slips inte whicli Mm. Pres-

tege falîs may be solen frein the fact that

wliemevcm Illes Religieuses " occurs lu tlie

original, instead of tmensleting it simply by
"lnuns," he says Ilreligious ;" as, for exem-

ple, I have cxposed myscif te, the langer

of my parents, te, aIl the severity of the

laws of this ceuntry agaiust religious " (j'ay
perdu ma reput ation, je me suis exposée à

la /ureur de mes parens, à la severité des loix

de ce laïs contre les Religieuses,-p. 73, 11.
15 et seqJ); and IlThe religious must le

as îned as myscif," (Et il faut que les Reli-

gieuses soyent auséi insensées que nuoy,-p.
84, Il. 19 et seq.), and IlSome religious
who kuow the deplomebie state " (quelques
Religieuses, qui sçauent l'estait deplorable,-
p. 87, Il. 16 et seq.)

A certain section of the book-hemalded
by a bastard titie on au ethcmwise hlank page

of beautiful paper, titicd lu treble spaced un-

punctuatcd crimson letters, and suppiement-
ed by smali-z-apitai marginai hedings-is a

so-caibed Il Bibiiogrephy," whemcin eue findR

oniy thmce works which lied net almeady
been mentioncd by Soulier Cordeiro. Sure.

]y an exhaustive bibliogrephy, eue which

cven mentioned good articles on the sub*ject

-and there have been some notable eules.
c.g., Mm. Edmuud Gosse's iu the Fort niglot.

ly Revicw (Vol. XLIX, page 506), ané

Senhor Emilie Perde Bazàn's lu the £slpait

Mederna of June, 1889, eutitlcd "lLuý

Eloïia Pertuguesa " (tLiough it is faim te, saj

this latter la refcrred te in the text) -wu<
not have been tee mucli te ask of the make:

of a sevcn-and-six-pcnuy bock in this Sera o

libramies and boek-nianuuls ; especiaily a

1sucli bibiegmaphy would have becu intense

5ly intcmesting: dition aftcr edition of thi

letters came eut, even lu the lifetime of th

writcr aud of the eciver ; numerous hav

been the spurieus editieus, the replies, an,

*the imitations.

1 The lîcst thing iu Mm. Prestagc's litti

work is the reprint in full of the firs

Frechcl edition of 1669, whici lie tells u

awa I "cepie-d lu Paris purpoacly for thi
work," and which cetainly, lu bis ow-

words, Iladds mucli Loue migliL say & ever3

thiug '] te itq iutemest and value." If th

translaeor wiil fill up tlie deficiencies point-
ed eut, a second edition of this book woUld
be worth buying.

ARNOLI) H1AUJTAIN.

EARLY COUNSEL.

()f len ani things, sereneuly apeak,
lie said, bialf silliling(, Il'if you seek

An easy life, for, you must live
With men and tliii,,gs--who don*t foyiYuve,

1Vnlîappy is the poct s lot,
Entangfled iii cheap tricks of thouglît

Earth's goods and baggage ciefly please:
Be a philosopier-with these.

The seul frets that the body bars
Its feet a pathway to the stars

Aibeit choose some drudgery too,
And sweat, as h loneat people dol.

"Earth's bîut a trivial item, sec,
Map1 îed ini thse spirit's clestinly

T1his smî,ke and toi1 per-haîîs, desiîgnedl
As calistbenics for the inifl([."

EZA1-. STAFFO1BU.
Turenti.

ART NOTES.

John Sargent and Frank Braniley, paillteror
and George Cromipton, scuiptor, bave bO 1

electedl associates of the Royal Acatdensly.

At bier studio, 8 Northi street, Miss Mlisoll
las, during the past twe weeks, liven il e%

lilitien of bier work ini ciia painting.
interest bas been shown and the isuine O

visitera was large, a juat tribute to the qualty

cf the work exhiibited. We regret iuabilitY to

speak frei persenal inspection, but f reil a"

we bave bieard. cf Miss Masou's work we u4

it thst of a truc artist.

The wiîîter exhiibitioin of the ,,,jette CIab,

opens oni Saturday, Jan. 20tb, at Ur. ROb'

cit'a art gailery, 79) King street west 1 hii
bias becs lunch iinîîrovcd of late, especiaiiY 1

the matter oif liîgbting., A 0agî ule~

artists than beretofore are cointribiotingý, 5

seinie work- froiii Montreal is expected. Olle
tbe largest cauivases, frein tbe hrusb ofanrt

ist wlio sp)eaçs te the lîcarts cf the uniîîitîi

as well as te the moree critical tastcs of etheri
~i the Il Moderni Madoniia.''

Tie Lonîdon Spctittei tells uis, tiiut r

Berne .Joncs, whi( bas been receîîtiy dliscOçr

ed by Frenchs connoisseurs, lias already iýd

adecided imipressionî upohl Parisian opil'
The intereat which lus pictures hiave excite" '

the Frenich capital is weil ca1 îressed 1l rie

ceurrent iîuiuiber of the Gczcttc des BeauxJ- e

wiih cciîtains ais inîtelligenît and eiilogistl 0

ticle on bis pict criai treatinent cf tbe loge"~ 1

Perseus. As illustrations ce the rcicle, sero

ai of Mi. Bun husssketches bave bel

If auy reader cf Mis. Burton ilarris "

clever stery IlSweet Belis ont cf r[unie,
wonderd. svhether reference ivas nîad e

partidular artist, wlien elle cf the elh lDt

JeyliýlYl, people would bave beeni sure to 0001Cs
tue illonster Hiyde. Tiiey say lie CIIIOY ~Il

7little sîniebody wvithb lîrus te cine ni t1iho

1 a trap dloor anîd paint lus eyes foi' hi' , I

rfranikness of tbese is positively 1,rtital' tiie

f anycue bas wîîidered, we say, a writer,, j0bPI
-A rlo A iieu' ibas solvedl the i'iddie. ~t

S.Sargeut.

e The desire of the feinale studeuts 100

e Royal Acadiny Schois, Londoni, te bo oe

ce ed the saine chanîce of conmplote stUdY 
5pi'

give i te the mîale students iii malle lIo"' CWJ

nliticlant by tic results (if the recent Cnpd

tien. It al)pears titat hotu tihe silcerWo

ce ais ter p)ainting tihe head froni life, cf

t taken by ladies, and tihe jîr*ze fer 5
guiO,

toon cf a draped figulre as weli. TheIte OP

net unreasenably, that if witi the liffii cs

1S prtunities at present opein te thon. lco

dii so mucli, greater facilities fer stUdy.' liu
1

bring the moire substantial rewards l >

ea Acadeiiîy lias te o!fei' web w itiiin their

[JAN. 19th, 1894.


