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Mr. Gladstaue's m-easure lias at lest titis
ane menit, that it aima at a complote and
permanent remioval of the cause of obstruc-
tion. Unless the Tory and ULnionist leaders
cari bring forward saone other less abj !ctiani-
able scheme which shaîl promise a like
eil ctive cure, it is pretty certain that the
people, in sheer desperation if for no otlîer
reason, will try the, Rl-dical ? rescription.

Wdo not suppose that Mr. C l'adstonie
meant ta imply that the settiement cf the
Irish question wauid wholly rernove the
defects of the preseuit Parliamentary systoin.
It bas long bcen evident ta onlookers that
the Impenial Parliament attempta, sud
under existiug canditions is obliged to at-
tempt, niucb pore thanl it can possibly per-
form, sud inch that iia central legislature
of a great nation ahould ho expected ta per-
form. Extensive and far.reacbing chanag
in tho direct on of decentraiition will lie
the order af the day as soaon as the Home
Rule criais is aven.

Mr. Gladstoue's ather main point-
tauching the House of L-rdr-aises saune
fundamental questions. There is unauswer-
able force in the dictuin that the rej*Ucton
in s0 sumumary a umanner,or iu a'ny mannel,,
by a body of legislators the majority of
wbam denive their power by hereciitany de-
scent and who araý responsible ta no anc
but theniselves, of a measure pas mcd by the
Representative Chamber, by no matter how
slender a majority, is incompigtible with re-
sponsible institutions. The ration which
can3ents ta snoh a pracedure is nat a self-
governing nation. But, on the ather band,
so long, a-t the Hanse of L-rds is recoguized as
one of the estates af the realm, sa long as it
is admitted to ho canstitutioually anc of the
Chambers af Parliarrient, there is a manifest
iucansistency in denying its rights to logis-
late according ta the views of the maj nirtY
of its members. The right ta approve ira-
plies the right ta rej-ct, 50 far at lest that
the concession of the one without the ather
wouîd reduce the UppEr Bouge ta a posi-
tion af impotence that would bo bath bu-
miliatiug sud ridiculous. E-ther the two
bouses must have ce-ardinat powers with
reference ta the matters that camte before
them, ar the position af that anc which bas
nat such powers becoines anomialaus aud ah-
surd. Mr. Gîadstone'si argument leads
directly ta anc of two alternatives, lu the
current, phrase, it means nothiug less than
that the Bouse af Lards muet bce ither
ended or amended. To amend it sa as to
make it really and directîy responaible ta
the people would be ta take away that lier-

editory niemibersliip which is now its most
marked feature. lIs special function, if it
naw bas one, is ta safeguard the interests of
the class front which its members are taken.
Take away that fuinction, make it represen-
tative of the people, sud it becomes but anl
unuecessary dupliWae of the Representative
Chamber. If soute of these arguments would
hear bardly tipon aur awu Usuadian Sonate
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that cannot ha helped, Mr. Gladstone virtu
ally aslçs the 19eïtion, ilever before asked bv
a British Premiçr or-the Inader- of a great
party in E'iglan<, Il Does the British nation
wish ta perpe tuate class legislation and
legislators ? "

The Manitoba agent of the 1Massuy-
ilarris Company bas published a iengthy
let ,er in reply tco the memtorial whicb ap
peared saonge weeks since froin a Commit( ~e
appointed by the farinera of the Brandon
district, setting forth tha bardens borneý
by the farmers of Manitoba in cotisequence
of the protý,ctive tariff on agricalturol im-
plements. One would suppose that a rep-
resent,-tive canimittee of the kind indicated
would be careful in a document intended,
as the one in question no doubt was, for
gengerai circulation as well as for the eyes
of thý Mînister of Finance to whom it was
addressed, ta put their naines ta those
statements ouly which they had carefully
verifled. XVhen the issue is between such
a committee aud the agent of an interest'
firin, the reader may be pardoned if he
naturally inclines ta accept the authority
of the farmner, especially on aIl points wbich
are matters of opinion and experience rather
thtan statements of bare facts and figures.
But when the question is Qne of the prices
of certain articles of merchandize dealt in
by the latter, and wvheu bis figures, vouch-
eci for by price lists of bis own and other
firmes and other documentary evidence,
contra iict the statements of the Committee
the agent must certainly kuaw what ho is
talking about, and it is but fair ta suppose
that the authors of the memorial must have
been in same way misiuformed. Under the
circuinstauces the public con only bold itq
judgment as ta the actual figures in sus-
pense, awaiting a rejoiner by the Coin-
mittee, in case they should sole fit ta inoke
one. Suflice it for aur purpose ta Fay,
without enterîug inta details, that wvbereaî
accarding ta the formera' memiorial the
farmers of Manitoba are compellkd t,) pay
for their reapers and mowers considerably
more thon Ontaria prices witb the freiglit
added, and consider:tbly more than the
prices ut which they could ho purchased and
brought frain the United States but for the
duty, according ta, the reply put forth
an behiaif of the tiri, bath these statements
are incorrect aud the agricultural impie-
nipints made by this firin-are sold ta Mani-
taba farnieri at lower rate~s thon those of
American manufacture.

Now herein is a marvellous tbing!
Acceptiag the figcures aud statements of Mr

MoBride, it appeard that many of the iii

telligent farmners of Manitoba are actuaîly
so perverse that they will dleliberately pur.
chose an inferior American machine at a
higher price sud on leas advantageous termes
of paymeut, in preference ta a superiar
Ontario machine at a low er price aud ou
more ailvantageous terms. Mr. MoBride


