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G()MPLAINT is often made of the want of encouraye-

ment to native literary talent in Canada., Certainly
the young man or woman who should adopt literature
Proper as a profession, hoping to make it a means of liveli-
hood in the Dominion, would be to be pitied, unless indced
the PF'Oductioua were of such a kind as to bave a special
becuniary value in the market-place, and in that case they
would probably forfeit their right to rank as literature in
th* reuf,ricted sense of the word. Whether this state of
t}“f‘gs 18 to be attributed to Canada as a special reproach,
Or 18 mevely the result of her present position and circum-
;‘L““CGS iy z_mother question. Mr. James Payn, it is true,
ay taken it upon himself to call Canada the least literary
of the colenies.  If this weans that we have in proportion
to population a smaller number of readers of the class pre-
l’.‘"ed to appreciate and purchase works of the highest
literary merit than our sister colonies in other parts of
the world, it may possibly be true, though we make bold to

(fioubt; it.  If true, it can be accounted for no doubt by the
b:]ct, that, for reasons into which we need not now enquire,
oge

other colonies have been peopled largely by immi-
grants in whom the literary taste had been wmore highly
U‘_lltivated in the old land than it was in most of the hardy
Ploneers who invaded the Canadian backwoods and con-
quered the mighty forests with patient stroke upon
stroke, or in their children. If, however, Mr. Payn means
f«hat Canadians have less constructive literary talent
N proportion to their numbers and opportunities thau
any other colonists, we make bold to deny the impeachment
still more emphatically. It could be maintained with a
890d deal of evidence that our soil is specially fruitful, at
least in some scctions of the Dominion, in literary talent
of a very respectable order. It is only necessary to refer
to the large number of our young writers who have ready
dccess to the best periodicals which are published in the
United States and Great Britain, to find ample proof of
the fact, That the number of those who have become
acceptable authors in the stricter sense and have written
books destined to live and grow old with the English lan-
guage is very small, must be admitted.  But whera in all
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the world is the colony of five million inhabitants, com-
paratively poor, scattered over an immiense territory and
almost uniformly engaged in the struggle for bread, who
can show a better vecord in this respect ?  The fact ig, and
it would be easy to give a goodly list of names in proof,
that intellectual ability of a high order abounds in Canada,
and that we have among us at the present moment several
young men who have even given proof of rich and rare
poetic talent.  Only opportunity for culture and develop-
ment is needed to enable some of these to take rank with
the best this continent, to say the least, can produce. But,
and this brings us back to our starting place, these are for
the most part, as usually happens, without means to enable
them to devote themselves wholly to their favourite pur-
suit and make the most of their rare gifts. They find
before them wn uphill path. The bread-and-butter prob-
lem confronts them at every turn and demands first
solution. ~ Their friends and admirers become indignant at
what they regard as the stinginess or cragsness which fails
to come to their aid and remove ignoble pecuniary diffi-
culties out of the way of struggling genius. Porhaps the
young writers themselves become discouraged and begin to
long for a Canadian Maecnas to smooth their pathway to
We believe, however, that
generally they are wade of sterner stuff. Unless their
genius is of a very unpractical kind it should soon cnable
them to make their services worth the cost of a comfort-
able livelihood in some useful sphers of brain industry, and
still leave them some leisure for wooing Minerva or the
We are not sure that these divinities have not

fame—and a competence.

Muses.
usually been more successfully courted under ditliculties.
Meanwhile their devotees are under happier conditions
than many of the gifted who have gone before them, in
that they have not only Canada but the whole English-
speaking world for their prospective audience, at the same
time that they may cherish the noble ambition of gradually
leading their own Canadian fellow-countrymen to a better
appreciation of whatever is beautiful and elevating in the
realms of thought and song.

TPHE three bye-elections which have been held up to the

time of this writing give no reliable clue to the pro-
bable result of the score or two which ave to take place
within the next few weeks. Thus far the indications are
probably rather in favour of the Government, though they
have lost a seat. In the other two constituencies they
bave won by increased majorities, and as it was pretty
clearly the McGreavy influence which turned the scales
againgt them in Richelieu they can well afford, as Sir
John Thompson said in Halifax, to make the Liberals a
present of that triumph. The chief speakers thus far
have been Sir John Thompson and Hon, C. H. Tupper on
the one side, and Mr. Laurier and Sir Richard Cartwright
on the other. As was to he expected the burden of the
Opposition plea ig the necessity for continental free trade.
Mr. Laurier’s speeches are always forcible and elogquent
and free from anything objeciionable on the ground of
good taste or gentlemanly feeling, but there can be little
doubt that the effect of Sir Richard Cartwright’s really
able expositions of the trade policy of his party is seriously
diminished by the violence of his invective against his
political opponents. These intensely bitter personalities
may please a certain class of his party friends, but if the
chief aim of political speeches is to win over opponents to
the speaker’s views, it is difficult to conceive of anything
better adapted to defeat that object than coarse denuncia-
tion of the men whom those who are to be won over have
been accustomed to follow.
intimated, much ground for wonder that the Government

There is, as we have before

has not found it possible to secure in all the great Pro-
vince of Ontario & man of really commanding talent to
fight its battles, and it will be strange if this fact does not
tell against it in the campaign. What we should have
supposed would be felt as the most serious defect in the
speeches of Sir John Thompson and other Government
leaders is their strangely equivocal position in relation to
the question of reciprocity. After having dissolved the
House in order to receive & mandate from the people
authorizing them to treat with the United States Govern-
ment for reciprocity, it is certainly not & little perplexing
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to find them omitting all further reference to the matter
in their campaign speeches, It is still more strange to
find them and their organs arguing directly against the
policy on which they went to the country and presumably
Have they given up all expectation of
the Waghington conference which has been twice post-
poned ! It does seem due to their supporters and to the
people of Canada generally that they should be told just
where the Government now stands in respect to this most

won the election.

important of all Canadian questions.
T[{E pessimistic spirit is, we think, as hateful to us as to
the most sanguine of our readers, but we find it,
nevertheless, quite impossible to be satisfied with the logic
of u certain species of argument which is being made to do
yeoman duty on many platforms and in many newspaper
articles. The object is to prove that Canadians ought to
be reasonably content with their present circumstances
because their people, the farmers for instance, are man for
wan at least as comfortably oft as their neighbours in the
United States, which is beyond all question one of the
Now we believe
that the premises are correct, but we cannot accept tho
We see no reason to doubt that on the aver-
age there Iy as little destitution among us as among our

most prosperous nations on the globe.
conclusion.

neighbours, that in proportion to population the numbers
of the unemployed may be as few with us as with them.
But before we can be satistied with this as an argument
which should bring us content we feel constrained to look
into the circumstances of the two cases and see whether
the conditions are such as to make the comparison just.
Very much depends of course upon the point of view.
What is a reasonable and right awmbition for a young
country situated as is our own and possessing its adwittedly
vast resources ¥ Ought it to be content with remaining
virtually stationary with respect to population, so long us
ity five willions or so of inhabitants are able to maintain
themselves in tolerable comfort? Again, it is beyond all
question that hundreds of thousands of Canadian citizens
by birth or adoption have left the country and gone to the
What would

have been the present condition of the country had all

great Republic within the last few years.
these remained in it ! Most of them left no doubt because
of their inability to find remunerative employment at
home, Ouaght a young country with magnificent resources
to be content so long as it is unable to retain its own
citizeny and find room in addition for a goodly number of
immigrants 7  Sir John Thompson said at Halifax that the
country could never have a policy which would prevent our
people leaving to try their fortune in other countries. Are
we to understand that this magnificent Dominion, with its
almost unlimited sources of wealth in soil, forest, mine and
sea, is to be content if by natural increase and immigration
combined she is able to a little more than counterbalance
her emigration? Ave we, in a word, to be content with a
comfort and prosperity which result largely from the fact
that we have at our doors a great nation, able and willing
to receive and absorb the surplus and overflow of our
population from year to year? Or is it not rather the
part of true patriotisim to cherish a determined discontent
with ourscives and our position so long as things ave as
they are, and to take no rest until the true cause or
causes of such a state of things have been determined and
the true remedy, for a remedy there surely must be,
applied 1

HETHER and to what extent the recent loss of a seat

by the Manitoba Government and the diminution of

the majority by which its candidate was returned in
Winnipeg, indicate a decline of popularity, it is diflicult at
this distance to judge. Local causes and the personal influ-
ence, or the want of it, of candidates may perbapy account
for the change of votes, which was not very large in either
case. The indications still are that the people will sustain
the Goovernment in the stand it has taken in regard to the
school question, which is undoubtedly the most important
one now before the people of the Province. This was the
chief issue before the Winnipeg electors, and the fact that
the Opposition candidate did not declare in favour of
Separate Schools, but contented himself with arguing that
the Administration had taken the wrong way in defending



