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QOME speculation bas been caused in l)olitical quartera

k>by the tact that Han. Robert Bond, Colonial Secretary

of Newfoundland, bas visited Washington twico within a

few weeks. He bas declîned ta make auy statement

taucbing the abject of bis second trip, but as that of the

firat is known, it is generally assunred that bis second

mission bas the same end in view. Hoe is said ta have

stated an the firat occasion that be had been authorized by

the Impenial Government and the Government of New-

foundiand ta proceed ta Washington 'for the purpase of

aubmitting to Sir Julian Pauncefote a proposai for recipro-

city between the colony and the UJnited States, and ta

take such tunther stops as ho might deeni necessary ta

accure the adoption of the acheme. [le turther stated

that, acting on these instructions, ho had submitted ta, the

UJnited States Government, tbrough the British Minister,

a proposition ta the effet that American fishermen sbould

have the priviiege of entering the harbours of Newfound-

land at ail tumes ta purchase hait on the sainie ternis as

Newfoundland fishermen, and of trading and seiiing fisb,

ails, etc., subject only ta such customs dutiea as are

imposed upon Newfoundland vessais similarly employed,

together witb the pivilege of the winter frozcn-berring

flsbery witbout restriction ; and tbat in return the United

States sbould admit froc of duty the products of thc

Newtoundiand fisheries and the crude and unmanutactured

minerais ot the i9land. Pending negotiations some ques-

tions of cansiderable interest wer8 naised by an article in

the New York Tribune, wbicb is believed ta represent the

views of the Government of the United States on such

matters. The gist of this article was that the recipracity

under consideration, if arranged for, must be 'exclusive.

The right ta take hait must bc granted ta Amenican fishor-

mon only, nat ta, those of Canada or France. It would thus

appear that the French ahane daims must bo disposed of

as a preliminary ta the campletion of the contemiplated

arrangement. This suggested anothen question, as put

by the Mkail, IlWill it (the British Govennment) sanction

an arrangement unden whicb Canadian fishenmen would

ho denied in British territorial waters rigbts conceded ta

the fiabermen of a foreign nation 1 Wiil it allow New-

foundland ta, give the United States free accesa ta bher

fisheries whilst abutting a neighbouring colony out f nom

theni 'P" The Mail evidentiy regards this as impossible,

though it might not ho easy ta show why the Mother

Country, which treely penmitted Canada under îeciprocity

ta discriminate againat herselt, should be more careful of

aur interesta than of ber awn. The question is not

likely, however, ta bo brought ta a practical test, since a

recent decision of the Supreme Court of Newfoundland

halds that under existing laws, neither the Crown nor its

officiaIs has power ta exact or reoeve a moneyed considera-

tion for tbe privilege conceded by the license. [t is

alleged, thenefore, that not only wili the Newfoundland

Government be obliged ta refund tbausands of dollars

coiiected as tees tan licensos tram Amenican aud Canadian

vesmels, but that it will ho estopped tram pnaceeding

father in the matter of the Reciprocity Tneaty, as tbe

hait privilege is the chiot inducoment thc Island (Javern-

ment bas ta offer, and Ameicans are not at ail likely ta

pay heaviiy for a pivilege wicb thpy can have for nothing.

W HAT are thc nesulta ta civilization, ta mankind, of

the Stanley exhibition 1i This question is suggested

afresb alike ta the practical and the philanthropie mind

by the visit of the renowned Afnican Explorer ta Toronto.

Stanley bas given bis own estimate of the immediate

resuits in tbe ciosing paragraph of bis lecture. Sanie

important geographical discoveries, the apening up of an

immen~se country of uirknown rosources, abave ail the

concentration of the united efforts of four Enropean

Governments, Great Bitain, Germany, France, Portugal

in exploring this great country. The ultimate and pro-

bably not far distant cansequence must be the opening

up of the habitable parts ot the continent ta commence,

the extermination of the abominable slave trade and the

setting free of the millions naw beldi in cruel bandage ta

Arab and other taskmastera. For obvions reasons we say

nothing of the primuary abject of the expedition-the

rescue of Emin Pasba-wbo as it praved was rescued

againet bis will and possibly by the use of questionablo

strategy. No anecocn say that the great work descibed

is net, apart tram this, wortb ail it bas cost and may yot

cot in suffering and blaod. If there bo any question it

must ho on the graund which sanie bave tairen that the

evils introduced by aur so-called civilization and especi-

aliy by the traffie in the poi8onous wbiskey and other vile

concoctions wbicb arc 80 fatal toalal that is manly in the

native character are really worse than the slave trade

and barbarism combined. But no lapse of time can

rob Stanley and bis brave comrades of the immortal

banours due to the master spirit who planned and led the

Expedition, and to those who toiled and dared and

suflered witb him. Ail this being granted, it is none the

less due to the honour of the British nation that an

exhaustive judicial enquiry be in some way miade into the

conduct of the expedition, and the parts borne by the

respective officers, living and dead, to whom tbe reputation

of tbe British race for justice, magnanimity anid humanity

was in a manner entrusted. It seenis unfortunate tbat

tbe British Government has decided that it can bave
nothing ta do with an enquiry in which the bonour of

British officers and the British nation is ga deeply

involved. One feels disposed to revoit t rom the conclusiGn

which iogicaily follows, viz.: that an expedition may b

organized and led by British soldiers into an unappro-

priated country and may tbere infliet the moat revolting
cruelities upon unoffending natives, and yet neither the

British ror any other Government or people upon earth

have any rigbt to enquire or punisb. On wbat ground,

one may query, did Britain send ber ships to blockade
the coast of Zanzibar before it came under ber sway in
order to put a stop ta the slave tradeî On what ground

do ber cruisers capture or destroy save-traders in neutral

seas and set the wretched captives free ? Surely there is

sanie way in whicb Parliament, if sa disposed, could

maIre the necessary investigation so as at least to clear
the innocent and brand the guilty with tbe stigma of a

nations rigbteous indignation. Again, looking at the
matter froni another point of view, and taking Statiley's
own accaunt as reported in the Mail, is it not a most
bumliating faut that of ten British afilcers selected for

the expedition five sbould have proved deserving of the

severeat censure, and at least two of the ive have heen
guilty of deeds so atrocious that ail the records of cruelitiEýs
perpetrated by the mosti heartless and rapacious canquerors
in ail ages when clothed with irresponsible autbority,
scarcely furnisb a parallel. If these be the facte ought
nat this to be the last of such voluntary expeditions ? But
if the Government of a civilized nation is bound to pro-
vent the ftting out of hostile expeditions; froni ber
shores against peoples with wbom she is at peace, sureiy the
saine autbority migbt be justly exercisied, in casies in which
the lives and well-being of unoffending savages are at

stake. Some legs objectionable means of carrying on the
work of exploration must evidently be tound.

P UBLIC attention in England during the lest week bas
been concentrated upan the Parnell aflair to such an

extont that the cables bave been maonopolized by it, to the

almost complete exclusion of other topics. When the
news of tbe result of the O'Shea divorce trial was

announced it was evident, as we intimated at the tinia, that
the alliance between the Gladstone party and the Irish
Hoine Rule party could not be continued, with Parnell as
leader of the latter. The event bas fully justitied the fore-
cast, wbatever may be the issue of the struggie, juat now
going on hetween the supporters and the opponents of
Parnell, in the Irish Party. Parliament and the British
public are ta be congratulated on the evident strength and
genuineneas of the feeling of moral revulsion whiclh is at
work ta cast out the disreputable leader. To have con
doned so flagrant a ditiregard of the fundamental prin-
ciples of social moral ity-prinaciples whose observance is
necessary flot only ta the welI.being but ta the very exis.
tence of virtuous society-wauld have wrought untold
injury ta the moral fibre of the national character.
Parnell, hiniseif, and a few like-minded lagicians may argu'g
that bis Parliameniary supporters bave nothing ta do with
bis prîvate lite, but aniy witb bis efficiency as a pulitical
leader, but, bappily, respectable politicians, and much more
the respectable voters in their constituencies, are xi'ucb
more disposed to be guided by their moral instincts, than
by nice logical distinctions in such cases. The matter for
surprise is not tbat Mr. Gladstone and bis Parliamentary
lieutenants should bave at once taken the finm stand tbey
bave done, but that Parnell, biniseif, sbouid have made
it necessary for thera ta take it. Tbough, as we bave more
than once said, certain admissions coolly made by Parnell
in bis evidence before the High Commission, taken in con-
nectian with other fauts in bis political bistory, had long
since destroyed ail confidence in bis truthfulness and
honour, we bad stili given bum credit for a measure of
sincerity in bis prafessed patriatism. e heeoe

realiy supposed tbat, wben the question became anc of
personal self-effacement, or the destruction of ail hope of

attaining in the near future the abject for which he had

faunded bis party and brought about the alliance witb
Engli8h Liberals, hie would not hesitate to retire into the

background. The idea that hoe would fight apenly and

desperately to retain the position of leader, wben it xvas

obviaus that that position meant ruin ta the cause, seemed

scarcely supposable. The resuit must have been a surprise
ta many, revealîng as it does the leader wbose fine talents

and cansummate strategy had gained him a position and

irfluence almost unique, in the light nat anly of a man

impure and treacherous in private life, but of onc utterly

and unscrupulously selflsh in the work ta which it was

supposod be had given whatever of heant lhe had at any

time possessed. ____

LT is, we suppose, scarcely worth wbile ta speculate in
regard ta the outeome of these exciting events in their

bearing upon the future of British politics. There are

contingencies upon wbicb the results will depend, about
wbich it would be useless ta make guesses at present.

Suppose that Parnell is forially deposed frani the leader-
ship by the majarity of the Irish menîbers, aud another

leader chasen in bis stead, wiil Mr. Gladstone stili teed
bound ta continue ta niake Home Rule for Ireiand the
great abject of the brief periad of public life which is, in
the nature of things, ail that can remain ta bu '1 If be

and bis English coajutors are sincere, as we are haund ta
believe they are if we deein tbem mon of honour, in thoir
convictions that Home Rule is the only hope of the
permanent settiement of the Irish question, thein obliga-

tions ta wark for that end cannat be changed by the tact

that one Irish leader bas pnoved himseif unwonthy of
respect and confidence. Should Parnell bc sustained, or

8bould it otherwise beconie cleariy apparent, on the other
baud, that there remains no possibility of the attaiumcunt

of Home ue for many yeans ta came, or sbould Mr.

WIdstone, for any other reasan, feel himself freed trami
ail obligation in the matten, what will bo the effect upon

the disunited Engli8h Liberals t With the abandonmient
of Homne Rule, the prime cause of the division in the party
would be reinovedi. What mare natunal than that political
afflities should legin ta neassent their power in a reunian,
immediate or graduaI, of the disunited fragments of the
once great Libenal party ? This not very improbable
resuit depends, of course, iangely mpon the nature of the

alliance between the Tories andl the Lii eral Unianists.

Have the latter placed tbemsei'.es under anv obligations,
explicit or implied, ta the Government party, such as
wouid make their immediate abandonmnent in any way

dishonourable ? Witbout the key ta the solution of such

questions, the mateniais for opinion or forecast in regard

ta the next develapments are wanting. Meanwhile the

situation is nat only full ot interesting and exciting posai-
bilities, it is alsa frauglit with consequences of great
importance ta the well.beîno' of the nation.

n

P RESIDENT HARRISON'S Annual Message ta Con-
gress is a iergtby document, covering an unusuaily

wide range of subjects, most of wbich are of special intereat

oniy ta citizens of the Repubiic. After tbe manner peculiar

ta, United States Presidents, he nat only summnarizes the

ieading facts of the last year's administration, and recom-

mends new measures tal Cingress, but, in the mare imîpor-

tant matters, undertakes ta assign reasaon4 for the views ho

boids and the course hie recommenda. The paragraphs in

the Message mast intenosting ta Canadians are those in
wbich ha intimates that thene will ho no modifications of
tihe McKinley Bill, and that funther correspondenco tauch-

ing the Bebring Sea aflair wiil be laid before Congresa.

Saine of the newspaper correspondents say that the irst

of these announicements was a surprise ta Democrats and

tariff reformera, but it is not easy ta see how they could

reasonably bave expected anything else. It is truc that

the condemnation of the measure at tbe polas was very

empbatic, but aeeing for how short a time it bad been in

operation, it i>i evident that the Goveroment would have

anly stuitified itacîf, and made a bad matter warse, by

attempting any hasty changes before the Bill is fairly in

operation. To have done so wouid inevitably have liad a

disturbing and depressing influence on trade, and wauld

have supplied the Opposition witb material for forging new

weapons against ik. President Harrison, however, waxes

bold, and, wbile admitting that Il its permanent effcect

upan trade and prices still langeiy stand in conjecture,"

dlaims that alneady the volume of importa is increasing

instcad of diminisbing under its influence, and prophesies

that instead of lumit ing exports it wili enable the nation

ta I "stcuxe a, larger and mare profitable participation in


