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TH1E COLLA PSE OF MR. ULEVELAND'S PARTY

TEE National Convention of the Deiocratic Party that nominateti Mr.
Clevelandi for the Presidency produced a platform enibotiying a few
concrete propositions on current political. questions and numerous declara-
tions of principles vaguely or ambiguously expressed. Under any rational
view of the party systein, Mr. Clevelandi became the executor of s0 miuch
of the Democratic policy as wag definitely stated in the platformn and the
finaI expounder of the principles not reduced to practicai form. In short,
he became, at one and the saine time, a constitutional executive and the
leader of a political. party, tlie two functions nlot necessarily conflicting,
and the last-named virtually being complementary of the other.

In the execution of thp, constitutional office President Cleveland has
been an exceedingly carefuli and conscientious officer, and en.joys his rewar<l
in the estecmn wherein the people holti him, without regard to party affili-
ations. As the leader of bis party, lie bas restricteti bis action to the
appointniPnt of Democrats to office, and to giving advice to party associates
in matters of Federal legisiation, witbout claiming precedency or authority
for his views. This is simple abdication of bis party fîînctions, and is
excused by hini uponl the grounti that the Federai. Constitution piainly
marks out the powvers and duties of the Presicient in respect of legisiation,
and does not conternplate the exercise of initiatory power by that function-
ary. The fallacy in this argument is the assumption that the electorate
will act, or are capable of acting, witbout party organisation, co-operation,
and discipline, andi that the Constitution contains witin îtself a specitica-
tion of ail the mens, and the oil]y lawful meaus, of practically workiug
the systemi of governînent prescribed by it.

Mr. Clevelandi deeming hinîiseif legially disqualilied for the office of a
party leader, anti no pioviston exiît iii the party systeni for other
leadership thani that of the Presidential noîninee or incumbhent, the l)emo-
cratie party speedily becamne any inan's party, with tbe resuit biereinafter
to be hrielly indicateci. Nobody outside of Conigress possesseti suilicient
rank or influence to asp)ire to the post declineti by President Cleveland, as
will be seen by mention of the only names likely to occur to anybody in
that connection, îîainely : Thurnian, of Ohîio ; Mu Donald, of Iiidiana ; lli,
of New York ; anti Bayard, of Delaware. Vice-President Hendricks was
weak in the East, ln the Senate there was not an eligîbie man ; in the
House were Messrs, Carlisle, Riadall, andl Morrison ; but the two latter
were *and are leaders of the respective Protectionist and Free 'Urade
sections, and the tirst-naîned belonged to the Free Trade faction, and is
personally lacking in necessary qualities for leadership. The situation,
then, was that a political party, charged with the resporisibiiity of govern-
ment, was without a leader anti incapable of finding one. Having, no
leader, it had neitber policy, coherence, nor discipline, anti bas hati, since
the election of Mr. Clevelandi, but a nominal existence, convenient to seine
extent for the lower purpose of patronage, but unable to legislate or to
make a record for use in tbe next general election.

It was inevitable that the tirst Democratic administration for a quarter
of a Century shoulti make numerous changes in a civil service partisan to
the core, and these changes couiti not, in practice, be effecteti witbout
admitting local Democratic leaders to a considerable share in the selection
of the new incumbents. Had tlîe President anti his heatis of Department
then said that no seeker after patronage could be recognised as a Deino-
crat who was net sincerely committed te substantial reform of the tarif,
demonetisation of Ilthe buzzard dollar," the extension of stability of
tenure anti non-partisansbip to aIl suhordinate civil offices, anti the limita-
tion of Federal expenditure to stî'ictly constitutional objects, there would
have been to-day a Denîocratic party, a Demiocratie policy, anti a Demo-
cratic record upon which te appeal to the intelligence of the voters of the
wbole Union two years hence. There is not to-day such a party, sncb a
policy, nor such a record-nothing but an bonest, earnest, anti somewliat
narrow- minded man to oppose to the tiîsintegrating tentiencies of a social-
istic era, and to a compact body of ciever and unscrupulous politicians,
possesseti of the stili considerable prestige attaching to the naine anti
tradition of the Republican Party, anti bent on usîng it to oust the rabble
called Democracy from its precarious holti upon a too-plethoric Treasury.

Perhaps Mr. Cleveland is excusable for nlot foreseeing in its full extent
the legislative paralysis anti demagogic activity that was to resuit from bis
too literaI reading of the provisions of the Federal Constitution respecting
the office of President; anti while it is impossible that lie shoulti be uncon-
scious of the state of bis party, or the immediate consecjuences of that state,
it may be that lie does not realise bis own responsibility for eitber. Anti
yet hie experience witb the late so-calleti Depentient Pension Bill must
bave brought him somewhat near to a recognition of the trutb. The
bistory of that Bill shaîl bie briefly indicateti.

In 1862, tiuring the civil war, an altogether reasouable law was passeti
for the pensioning of those disableti in the military or naval service, anti
of the widows anti dependeut chiltiren of those dying fromn wountis or
disease contracteti in the service. Under this law the annnal charge for
pensions steatiily grew to tbirty millions of dollars by 1867, and then
began slow]y to decline, fromi perfectly obvions. and natural causes,
Stimulateti by compassion for the desperately hurt, Congress began to grant
special rates for special classes of disabilities, se that the totally disableti
receiveti at last seventy-two dollars per montb, and, in the discretion of
the administrative officers, any invaliti pensioner migbt receive any rate
between that maximum anti two dollars per month. The pension roll bas
now grown to eighty-five millions per annum, anti must, even without
furtber legislation, steaduly enlarge upon that suin for a consitierable num-
ber of years ahead. The last proposition was to depart altogether from
the tbeory of the pension laws <a theory already largely ignoreti ini practice),
anti grant a pension of twelve lIollars per month to any person wbo, having

serveti in the army or navy, is now, or shall hereafter be, adjutiget
incapable of earning a support by bis labour. Tbis woulti bave increased
the outlay for pensions by the anîount of at least seventy millions of dollars
per year, lasting for at least tweuty years. The Republicans voteti solitily
t'or the Bill, in the double hope of placating the "lsoltiier vote," as it is
calleti, anti embarrassiug, the Administration by serious tieficits in the
revenue. Tbe Demnocrats voteti largely for it, tbrough fear of giving a
partisan a(lvantage te their ativersaries in the next elections, if they titi
n.ot se vote. Tfli President interpesed a strong, veto to the measure, anti
then, having no recogniseti authority over bis party members in Congress,
hiat to untiergo a bumiliating anti anitious experience in winniug, thirteen
Democratîc votes to sustain the veto. Every Deiuocratic member of the
House Coinrîttee on Penisions joineti in a report agatinst the veto, coucheti
not only iii ternis of arrant demmagory, but albolutely insulting to the
Presitient, their seif-efraceti leader, ihis one fact shows the state of the
party. B.
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TiiE resuit of the recent centest in the Province of Nova Scotia will be a
surprise to everybotiy tbroughout the Dominion, anti especially in this Pro-
vince itself. Tbis is a Province wbiere party hunes are pretty well tirawn,
as well, indeed, as in Ontario. Thîe cemmnittees, wbicb, in June last,
worked the varieus censtitueucies in the interests of the Liberal- Repeal
party anti the Tory party, respectively, are practically the sanie as those
whlîib pusheti mnatters in the contest just over. lu view of the fact that,
after fuill aud intelligent discussion, the Liberal party, witlh Repeal as a
motte, matie a dleani sweep in June, anti the s!ime forces, with the samne
standard, suifereti a severe defeat the February followimg-all ordinary
caiculations in regard te wbat the people will do mnust be suspenieti.

lri sonie censtituencies tîme changeti result is easily accounteti for.
Take, for instance, Annapolis. ibis ceunty is a very intelligent anti evenly
divideti constitueney. Both parties bave a gooti organisation, anti there is
orîly a niere fraction te tietermine the resuit. In June last the Attorney-
General, Longley, centesteti the seat with a streng local maîî as a colleague.
Tbe result was that lie was electeti by about twenty, while bis colleague
was defeateti by tive. The Dominion lista were ratlier more favourable te
tlîe Tory party than the local, anti consequently, after another terrible
neck-anti neck struggle, it is net wontierfui that the margin shoulti bave
been on the Conservative side by twenty or thirty votes. The saine tbing
i8 applicable te liants, where the Liberals in June bati ouly a bare major-
ity, anti are now defeateti by about one buntiret. Buit Halifax, wbicb gave
a Liberal-Repeai majerity of over eue thousanti in June, euly succeetis in
electing eue of the two Liberal candidates by a narrow majority. Shel-
burne, wbichi declareti for Repeal by a majerity of four or five hundreti in
June at, juat saves the Liberal-Repeal candidate by thirty-two majerity.
Queeri's, which is a very sinaîl censtituency, gave the Liberal-Repeal can-
didates a very emnpbatic niajerity in June, anti the Liberal candidate, who
was at the beati of the pol iii June, anti is undonbtetily a talenteti anti
popular man, Mr. Mack, resigneti bis seat te be the Liberal candidate for
the Commons, ant ihe is defeateti by thirteen niajerity. Anti yet party
lines are well drawn in Queen's.

0f course, it is net surpi'isiug that the tbree Ministers carried their
seats, theugh the majorities are very surprising, except in the case of Mr.
Thompsen, who manageti te squeeze in by a ma.Jority. of forty-two. But it
îmust be rememibereti that bis eppenent is the mnost popular man in the
county, anti carrieti the seat in the face of Mr. Thompson's influence in
June last by five or six hundreti majority. The Liberals helti their owzn in
Yarmnouth anti Guysborough, where t 'heir candidates have everwhelming
nmajorities. Anti they redeemeti three censtituencies very bandsomely,-
Lunenburg, Richmnond, anti King's. In the last constituency it is but fair
te say that the everwbelming majerity for Dr. Borden is due more te
personal than political cousitierations. The respectable elements of the
county were tietermineti te be riti of the diagrace of being representeti by
a diîsreputable bootiler.

To sum up, Nova Scotia bas tleclareti in faveur of the present Government
anti the National Policy-more emphatically, indeeti, than any of the other
large Provinces. This gives a sert of tieathm-blow te the Repeal movement.
The bands of the Provincial (Joverninent are completely tieti by this vote,
wlîich is entirely unexpecteti. But the fact remains that the people, as a
wbele, are net satisfieti wîth the existing condition of affairs, anti that
trouble is aheati for the Cenfederatien is beyonti ahl doubt. The endi is not
yet. If the Unitedi States coulti be induceti te offer a Comimercial Union
te Canada, there weult ibe a great tuimnlding up of affairs.

One remark more on the Nova Scotia elections. It is likely that aIl
over the Dominion the glory of the Geverument victory in this Province
will be bestowed upon Sir Charles Tupper. It will be saiti, IlTipper titi
it." Netbing coti bie more inaccurate. i cemiug bati ne appreciable
effect on a single censtîtuency in the Province. If bie hati remaineti coin-
fortably in Lontion te this heur, the result in every constituency, except
Cumberlandi, woulti bave been exactiy as it is.

Another point te be considereti is that money was useti enormously in
Nova Scotia on the Gevernment side, anti that thbis, anti net the beauties
of the National Policy, nor the heroics of Sir Charles Tupper, carricti the
majerity of seats in Nova Scotia. No tioubt Sir John Macdionaldi anti bis
colleagues realiseti fully the importance of putting au enti te tbe accession
movement in Nova Scotia. It bas been unquestionably a source of great
aunoyance te tbem, Therefere, special efforts were matie te stamp it eut. A
secret agent travelleti over the Province, anti lef t bis bag at each weak point
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