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1 nand at the samne time *a dignified social position in Enéland
and the pecuniary meé to.sustain it with propriety ? -It
is quite certain that the Lords would rasent- the intrusion
of any body of mnen not sa qualifieci, and there is ne <loubt
that even such men would find themselves -more at home
outside the House of Lords.

UNWAEEMITABLE WARRANTS.

IN the debate on the issue of Governor General's warrants
for large amounts during the Parliamentary recess, Mr.
Mitchell very well earned bis titie to be called an independ-
ent inember. H1e laid down the principle wbicb party men
are so slow ta admit, that if one party does wbat is wrong
the other party is not justified in following the bad ex-
ample. If Mr. Mackenzie's Government issued an extrava-
gant nuinher of such warrants, it is not necessarily the (luty
of Sir John Macdonald's Governînient ta- imitate them. - t
may be taken for granted that any exercisa of the Governor
General's preragative that is calculated ta lessen the practi-
cal co ntrai of the House of Commons over the finances of
the Dominion is unconstitutional, and threatens the original
foundation on wbich the wbole fabric of representative
govern ment was built up. That systeiiibas grown steadily
fromn a small beginning, the power ta grant or refuse money
subsidies, and if that power is even, weakened, a government
is practically despotio, at least until the next gcnaral election.

MME PRINCE E»WAR» ISLAND» SDBSmDY.

THE "«Little Jack Hrmer " wbo sits in a corner of the
Dominion is Prince Edward Island. That lucky boy lias al-
ready got bis pluin in the shape of an additionaI, subsidy of
$20,o0O a year froin the Dominion Treasury. One affect of
this will be- ta encourage extravagance in an Assambly les
numerous, less importýant'and less wealtby than several of
aur county councils, and ta delay the union whieh must
sooner or later take place between alkthe Maritime Provinces.
Another will be seen at the next general election, when
there will certainly be a break in what is now a solid dele-
gation of Referai members.

WOEAN TO TEE FRONT.

TEY are a progressi ve people out west. This we say in
perfect candour, and not at ail by way of a snaer. The
town of Arigonia, in Kansas, hias mnade a new departure f romi
establisbed precedent by electing a woman as its inayor.
Not only sol' but the expériment, sa far, bias proved eininently
satisfactary ta everybody concerned. Tbe mayor-elect is a
Mrs. Susanna Med9ra Salter. .She is twenty-seven years of
age, the wife of a resident lawyar, and the mother of four
children. She is represented as no Draco in petticoats, but
as ail intelligent, attractive and tborougbly sensible woi-nan,
who is fully alive ta the responsibilities of bier situation, and

.who; manages ta do bier duty by bier husband and children
as well as ta the municipality. It is said, indeed, that the
.one lina of duty does not in any respect clash witb the
other, and that Mrs: Salter is known ta ail the town, not
only as a model 1chief magistrate but, as a madel wife and
mother, being at once beioved by lier fainily, and respected
*by the céumunity as an uprigbt and"thorbughly competent
official. Thera are some- but we hope not mapy-readers

this item of news who will turnuUp tbein nases in disdain,
and muttar somaething about womian's proper sphara and the
le.Iavening .character of United States 'institûti.ons. But
woman's propar sphe is wherever sha can ba most uselul,
and if there are a good many Mrs. Salters in Canada we
should gladly see some of them occupjring important public
offices. We bave a pretty good mayor ln Toronto, and have
no dasire ta part witb hini for some time ta camle, but there
ara plenty of cainmunities wbere a mayor like Mrs Salter
would be a veritable Gad-s-end.

ME,. RUSKIN ON THE 131CYCLl.

Mn. RUSKIN, having failed ta annihilate the railway, bas
fallén foul of the b? cycle. He does not denounce it in such
glowingly picturesque terres as hae applied to the steami
horse, but his objection bias the saine foundation. It la not
natural. Man was forîned for walking, and no machine
formed by inan's hand should prevent.tha natural exercise
of blis legs. - Mr. Ruskin is as doleful a prophet as Jeremiah,
and the Egypt hae denounces is the whole civilized modemn
world. Ha prophasias against friands as well -as enemies,
like the other praphet, and bis theme is somewbat similar.
Everything is idolatry in his'eyas unlass it is ',frash frein
Naturels hand." But hae fo rgets that Nature bas implanted
in man'ls braast principles as natural as arms and legs, and
ana of these is the love of variety, wbich.is really the love
of Nature harseif. As long, as man eau get pictumes and
jawels hae will not be contant ta admire nothing but flowers.
In this Mr. Ruskin colncurs, but whcn man gets tirai of
using bis legs and -supplaments thair use by vamied farms of
locomotion, Mr~. Ruskin anathematizes hlm and bis works.
Wa should like ta hava Mr. Ruskin's opinion on the use of
Naturels awn means of locomotion in six day go.as-you-
pleasa contests. Probably such a bmutalizing exhibition
would produce an addendum ta bis jeremiads equivalant ta
the Book of Lamentations.

THE TIMS AN4D TEE IRS lmEmEEs.

SoiE vemy smart fencing bias beau exhibited *in the Ira-
pariai Parliament during the debate au the attack of the
Tirnes on Mr. Parnell. The Irish mnambers-ara vary anxious
ta kelep out of the courts of law, and their opponaents are
eagar ta geL theni thera. A savere cross-examination under
oatb would ba a trying ordeal for man who hava long bean
working and scheming against the Governmannt, tbougb wa
have no right ta assuma that their sobiemes bave beau
against, tha ]aw. But a case conducted by -a cammittea of
the Hause of Comons would ba a differènt matter, and -
Irish members.could fairly caunt on a consideration from
their fellow-iembers tbat tbey would nlot look for in a
judge. The law, *as' a mule, is no respecter of persans. But
in such a cae it would be only fair ta allow equal latitude
'ta the dafenoe,.an.d this would mander such an investigation
a dignifiad fai-ce, for the Times Would employ counsal fully
capable of making the most of the situation.

OBRIEN AN<D TEE DAILY NEiWS.

THE way red-hot partisans ean injure the cause they have
at heurt is well illustrated by Mr. O'Brian's lest exploit bc-~
fore leaving Ireland. This was ta turn out of a meeting


