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didate. It avili be accompanied by a certificats
frein the Society aettijng forth the special character
of the prize, and the various certificates for whîch
it n'as granted. Several frienda et the Society have
authorized the Council te offer additioual prizes
for Practical Mechanies; Animal Physiolozy in
relation te Ilealth; Agriculture;- Botany; Mining
and Mletallurgy; Political, Social and Domestie
Economy; and Englisli IIiatery and Literature.
The Council gratefully appreciate the thoughtful
interest wbich lis Royal Hlighness our Preaideut
hbas alwaya manit'ested in the laboura of the Society,
and the liberal encouragement te the work of self-
-instruction 'which the valuable prize now offered
will give tb the intelligent aud persevering stu-
dent. To avin that prize avili be the highest dis-
tinction aithin the reach ef the candidates for the
Society's rewards.

Eveiii seikools and Classcs.

The importance ef eveniug achoola and classes
ia now universally recegnized; and though the
provision for those objects la, as yet, in ne adequate
proportion te the avant, it appears frein the report
of the Committce appeinted te inquire into. t.he
state cf popular education ln Euglaud, mnade lu the
preaent yeuîr, that there now exist 2,036 eveang
achoola, containiug 80,996 scbolars, in avhich the
instruction is almoat entirely elemeutary. The
school lite cf those children arbose parents are
employed in manual labour must ever terminale at
a very early âge, and the tendency cf 'late years
bas been rather te accelerale than retard the reine-
val frein school te work, and te shorten the dura-
tien et school life.

Il appears frein the report cf the Cernmisaieners
thab 65 per cent, cf the children lu elementary
public sohools are belween the agea cf 6 and 12;
few go betore 6, very few before 3 ; that attendance
diminishes rapidly alter 11, and ceases aîmost en-
tirely at 13, enly 5 per cent et the children at our
day-schoola being ever thal age.

Very much et the instruction acquired betore 13
iu the day-school avili bie lest betore 18 in the work-
shop, if mot preserved and exlended in the nighl-
school; and in proportion as.t.be day-school la
extended, avili be the groavtb cf a censcieusuesa on
the part uf our youug people that the nigbit-scbool
slould complets avbat the day-scbool bas begun.
Il has been found, as the resul cf caretul inquiry
by the Commissioners, thal tave millions and a hait
cf cbjîdren are new ou the books cf avcek.day
ohools, and that upvards cf lave millions cf the
cbjîdien of 'workinà men are receiving educalion
on week days. Year by year, hundreda et thon-
sands of cblîdren *exehange achool fer labour, and
yet of tbis vast array our night-schoolt3 previde for
lesa than a hundred thousand young persena. Can
Christian philanthrepy present higher aima than
the intelligent and religieus teaching and training
of these adolescents during these years when the
passions are stroug, and the allurements te viciou8
gratifications avel nigh everwhelmiug. And wilh-
eut neglectiug its other objects, the Society bas
sougbt t'O encourage every suitable agency for the
systematic instruction et the- adult studeut, re-
avarding the meritorions by cerlificates et excel-
lence, distinguisbing the most succesat'ul by prises
of a substntial character, and affording to ail the
opportunity, by judiciously conducted examina-

tions, of measuring their atrengtb, discerning tlieir
short-oomings, and obtaining at letigti 'the jast
rewards et persevering study.-

Sa.nitvry Improvemntns.
The'improvement of, the metropolis, by affording

a complete systein of. sewerage, and an ample sup.
ply of pure water; by diminisbing aitmospheric
imrpurities; by einb anking the river; and by tuai.
litating locomotion witbin and between the several
quartera of the wide area, et the London of our day,
lias frequently occupied the attention, of our
Society, and been forced upon the notice of the
publi d by papera and discussions in this room. In
a single decade, 400,000 persons have been added
to the population of the metropolis. Its thorough-
farea are thronged, net only by its own population
thua increüaed, and by the numerons paasengers
wbeo daily arrive at and leave the torminii of ita
various railways, but by the countless productions
which are either consumed within ita bordera, or
constitute ils exporta and i mports. The magnitude
of ita commerde la attested by ita railways, ita
docks, and ita shipping; and it may auffice to, state
bero that in the vear 1860, nearli 20,000 vessela,

ofan average. tonnage exceeding five millions cf
tons, entered inwarda or cleared, outwards to or
froin our colonies and foreigu countries, and up-
warda of 27,000 vessels of an aggregate tonnage
exceeding four millions of tons, eniered or left with
cargees froin or for places within the United King-
dom.

Locomotion.
Notwithistandiug the great rapidity with which

long journeya by ses. or land may uew be per-
formed, ao that a traveller may reach Dublin from
London in 12 houra, London from Geueva in 2.6
heurs, and Liverpool frein New 'York in eight or
nine dnys, it iequires now as mucb time to cross
the metropolis, whetber froua north to sontb, or east
te weat, as wben the journey from Dublin to Lou-
don occupied three days, frein Geneva to London.
aix days, and frein Liverpool te New York six
weeka or two montha.

The tboroughifarea and means ef locomotion
wbich sufficed for 1851, are wholly unequal te the
avants of 1861; and te provide adequate accommo-
dation for the transit o et ruietrepolitan tramei,
involves que.5tions wbioh. bave hitherto received no
s'atisfactory solution In a few yeara districts have
been added te the metropolia which would ot thAin-
selves constitute large otiea, and tbis extension
proceeda in au accelerated ratio.

Meanwhile, considerable pregresa lias been made
lu the construction cf subways, which avere regard,
ed as visiouary lu 1851, when. a discussion tock
place in tbis rooi on a proposai for cembiniflg
with the embankinent et the Thames a terraced
bighway with a railway arcade and tunniels for
ataer, aewaga and gas. Wliat practical difficulties

might prevent the completion of such an undar-
taking, 1 know net; but whether regarded for its
coaubinations, ils' grandeur, or its uscèfuluess, aUcli
a work avould rank.witb those structures avhich,
mure than aught besides, even *in their ruina, tes'
tify !o the greatness and powver of the ]Roman
Empire.

There are few subjects to which the Council bas
more persev'eringly directed the attention ef Our


