
plaint was heard that contractors could make no money
owing to the prevailing low prices. After a long
period of inactivity, anxiety to obtain work was such
that prices were cut much below the point where a
fair profit could be realized. In some trades, as for
example, plastering, the desire of some contractors
seemed to be to secure an extraordinary share of the
available contracts. To accomplish this bids were
lowered below the profit line, and the whole trade suf-
fered. It is most desirable that during the present
season contractors should in their tenders allow for a
fair margin of profit, to which they are entitled. Un-
less there is united action in this direction, the im-
proved conditions which have now set in, so far as
revival of building enterprise is concerned, will add
little to the prosperity of contractors. In Toronto a
few speculative builders are resuming operations. It is
not probable, however, that building of this class will
assume large proportions, as the loan companies, who
were heavy sufferers by the building boom in the early
years of this decade, will be certain to adopt a very con-
servative policy with regard to loans for this kind of en-
terprise. An encouraging sign of returning prosperity,
sa far as Toronto is concerned, is to be found in the
recent sharp advance in real estate values, amounting
in some localities to $15 per foot, within a period of six
to eight months. A rumor has been current to the
effect that it is the intention of some of the unions of
workmen connected with the building trades to demand
an increase of wages. We trust that no obstacle of

ply metal lath at a considerably lower price than that
a competing firm. The plasterer, who is one of tl
most experienced men in his line'in the city, undertoc
to decide for himself which material would in the er
prove the cheapest and, a]l things considered, the bes
In the presence of the agent of the company offerin
the cheapest lath material, he had two pails filled wit
plastering material made up in exactly the same mai
ner, and with this he proceeded to plaster a piece <
each kind of lath measuring 48" x 15". The resu
showed that about 6o per cent. more plaster was r
quired to cover the cheaper lath than was necessary I
cover the more expensive kind, and that by using tl.
more expensive kind of material, the contractor woul

-U apply. in actuai amo'
of plaster used for the pieces, 48" x i5", was 19 po
as compared with 31 pounds.

The Licensi g THE results of the operation of the 1
Architects. enacted by the Legislature of Illin

compelling architects to pass examii
tions and take out licenses, as set forth in the report
the Board of Examiners just to hand, are encouragi
and satisfactory. During the period beginning S
tember 21st, 1897, and ending the i xth of Februa
1899, the Board passed upon 787 applications
licenses, 714 of which were granted and 73 rejecti
There has been no opposition to or wilful violation
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