
THE LAKE MA GAZINE.

and crevice gleaned witlh starry Ni
corals, bright hued shells and various s
creatures of even stranger forns, n
while fish of all hues darted through t
the water as clear as crystal. How h
a naturalist would have enjoyed the n
sight ; it woull repay an enthusiast f
in his science for a voyage to the
antipodes.

0
A lîail froin the boat recalied nie i

froin my Nvanderings. I fourni they ,
had obtaineti a sufficient load, andi we e
departeti. On oui' return to tlîe 1
islamal I got Camtpbell to sliow nie s
the process of preparimg tlîeir strange
mîerciamîdîse for market. It -,as a
simple afitir: the' " tish " taken front
the boat were tlîrown into iron caul-I
dromîs over a wood lire, andi biled,
tue sof t, jeliy-like, elastic creatures
comltaiImin(g suchi a large quantity of
xvater tlîat it wvas iîot necessilry to

a(ld any. After being sutliciently
cooketi they were laid on liglit framies
in lltuses foir the purpoe, andi
sinoked hy woo(1-fires. XVhen thor-
ouglîly dried tlîey were packe(l iii
sacks andi werc ready for market.

"Johnî Chinanamî is our custoniier'."
said Camîpbell, - ant ihe is wîilling, to
pay a good price for this luxury for
lîis s0u1)5 and stews. These lishi are
wortlî eiglmty to nimîety pollml(s a ton,
anti those f ronî one bundreti to one
huntired andi twenty i)oun(ls."

" It mnust be a prlofitale specula-
tion," I saîid.

"Well, it takes; a goot jij7 nm i.sh
to nake a ton: see, they have shirunk
to iess than a quarter the size thîey
were wlicn alîve. Stîli it is miot a
bad spec.-iarge fortunes have beemî
madie at it, andi what bas been doue
once can Le (loue agaîn."

It was not ail work on the islanti, I
founti. The fact wvas the e/-l-
mîer mnust be eure(i as soon as cauglît:
so the fishiers lla(l to leave off early,
anti tle after processes re(juired few
bands.

One of the favorite amusemenîts of
the Kanakas in tlîcir leisure bours

as fishing, at w hich they were m1îost
uccessful. Thieir great motive did
ot appear to be to procure an addition
o their food: indeed they fed well,
aving plenty of rice and Indian corn
meal, yans and coCoanuts bronght
rom the Islanls, and pumlpkins growil
n the spot, besid'es flour and einat
ccasionally. The principal attraction
f the sport seied to be its aquatie
îature; they might alost be classed
imong amphibious animals. Every
vening groups of then might be seen
uxa;riating im the water, racing,
plashing and ducking each other, and
per.foruunilg a variety of anties.

Altogether the South Sea Islanders
on this island were obviously -ell
treated and qinte contented with their
lot. Their muscular yet ronded
forns, and skins as sleek as the coat
of a Derby favourite, spoke plainly
of their bodily health; and no one
who saw their bright faces and heard
their merry laughter could 4oubt their
mental satisfaction.

What with studving their habits,
going with them to the reefs, sailing
about in the evening, sliootingcr or fish-
ing, and listening to Campbell's wild
yarns, I was at no loss for amusement
during the next few days. Before I had
time to get tired of the place the Zan-
tippe returned, and cast anchor oppo-
site the little settlement.

This time her conmnanding officer,
Capt. Bustard, landed, and there was
a grand ceremony, an inspection of
the blacks. Like many other official
inspections it was a complete farce.
For want of a language to communi-
cate im, it was impossible to learn
whether they had been coerced, or
even if they 'were from the French
Islands at all. One thing was evident,
that they were not discontented, and
as Capt. Bustard said, " If they were
kidnapped, they have becone recoi-
ciled to their lot, for I never saw
fellows look jollier."

Campbell's eue was to say little and
admit less, but there was a twinkle i0
his keen grey eyes, and a knowing lookc


