RoME's SEcoND STEP.

3ifntfle right of a fief, yet it is my pro-
andteto judge where asinis corr}mitted,
dals my duty to prevent all public scan-
ve;‘}nyt}'ming that he chose could be con-
tested into a.pubhc 'scandal,——a con-
t\voeq succession, a dlﬂ’grence between
o Lhnstlan. princes, likely to lead to
ta T, a question of consanguinity be-
an<C>]en a kmg and his wife,—anything
font everything, under this very conven-
st .ru]e, was reason and .author'lty
tervlment for the Roman pontiff to in-
int ene ~whe1?ever and. wherever his
o erest or his fancy pointed. He ex-
thmmumcated Swero for usurping the
rone of Norway. One of his legates
aving been detained on his waythrough
in“ngﬁry, he wrote to the king inform-
'g him that he might perhaps find
0f";self forced to prevent the accession
i is son to the throne. He put the
ngdom of Leon under an interdict,
aeca'use the king had married his cousin,
Princess of Castile ; and, in spite of
see entreaties of the clergy, who repre-
nontfzd,that not only could they collect
" tithes, but that heretical preachers
ere fast gaining the confidence of the
{’eOP{e, refused to remove it until at last
W'TZ kmg gave way and sent back his
He. The same rule, however, was not
W‘;Omed z.a'l_ways to work in the same
of)t’- Phiiip Augustus of France, one
. he proudest monarchs that country
an boast of, a brave and successful
gle)fl?ral, a man of great firmness and
ility, undertook to send back his wife,
W';gelburge of Denmark, because she
bS connected with him within the pro-
'bited degrees, and married Agnes de
cal‘iranie. The conduct of the king
¢ not of course be excused, any more
an the conduct of the pope in forcing
Of;lmso of Leon to repudiate his wife;
With(fver, .Innoce‘nt deemed that dqne
per out his sanction an outrage, which
bee[:’etrateq by his orders would have
ungy a  virtue. France was placed
the kr' an interdict. For eight months
ingdom remained under the ban,
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and .at the end of that time, Philip sub-
mitted,—took back his first wife and
sent away the second; then the inter-
dict was raised. Within a year Agnes
de Méranie died of a broken heart.
These strict rules seem to have been
somewhat relaxed since.  Zempora mu-
tantur, el nos mutamur in illis. The
price for madtrying one’s aunt in Canada
now, is only four hundred dollars, and
doubtless by paying enough, a man
might obtain a dispensation to marry
his grandmother. The reason of the
change probably is, that the pope is
not so powerful now as he was, and—
more in need of money.

Peter 11. of Aragon had the glory of
going further than any other sovereign
in doing obeisance before the pride and
ambition of the Roman pontiff. Of his
own free will, without being forced to
such a course in any apparent way, that
prince transferred his kingdom to the
pope, and received it again to be held
under tribute, making himself a vassal
of the Apostolic See. He also received
both his crown and the order of knight-
hood from Innocent IIIL.

One year before Innocent ascended
the papal throne the emperor Henry
V1. died, leaving his son, an infant, as
his successor. Henry, foreseeing the
trouble likely to arise from the ruleof a
regent, and the advantages offered by
the sway of one so young to the schemes
of the ambitious, the restless and the
dissatisfied, had taken all the precau-
tions he possibly could to secure a
peaceful succession by having his son
crowned one year before his own de-
mise. His efforts, however, as he pro-
bably foresaw himself, were doomed to
prove ineffectual. No sooner was he
consigned to the grave, than two can-
didates sprang up for the imperial
crown, his own brother, Philip of Swa-
bia, and Otho of Brunswick. Philip
was proclaimed emperor, and bore the
title until his assassination in 1208 ;
but civil war raged almost the whole

time. Under the eircumstances, the



