
TUE ýýXONETARY .TIbIES
Volume 55.

BELGIUM'S BRAVE STORY

Gilbert K. Chesterton, Famous Author, Tells It to The.
Mortetary Times Readers

The MWonetary Times bas received for publication the
followîng striking letter fromn Gilbert K. Ch.esterton, the
English man of.,letters:

hopýe you will grant, me space to say a few words
about.,the Beigians stili in Belgium. The admirable efforts
of the National Committee for Relief in Beigium, are going
a long way t9 avert famine, but if the miilion-and-a-half
desiute,'Belgians are to be kept alive the National Com-
mittee must have yet further support. The ornly conceivable
cause of douýbt in the matter must lie ini a mere weariness
in well-doing, produced flot by any intellectual difficulty,
but by such xlholly uninteilectual things as time and fatigue.
I think, therefore, the best way of preventing any possible
neglect of sa great a matter is to repeat once more the
great trutbs upon which rested the whole original 'claim,'
flot so much on our sympathy as on our common honesty.
The simplicity and enormity of the Belgian Story can best
be set forth, perhaps, in four truisms, ail towerinkly self-
evident.,
Badnoss of the StOrY.

First.- 0f course, the mere badness of the story is almost
too big ta be held in the mimd. There have been sturies, of
-a woman, or a child actually robbed of reason for îf e by the
mere ocular shock of some revolting cruelty done in their
presepce. There was, really a danger of something of the
kînd paralyzing our protest against the largest -and; by the
help of God, the last of the crimes of the Prussian Kings.
The onlookers might have been struck into a sort of gîb-
bering imbecility, and even amiability, by the f ull and inde-
tensible finality of the' foui stroko. We had no machines
that could measure the stunning directness of the blow- from
bell. We could hardiy realize an enormous public act which
the actor did flot wish to excuse, but only to execute. Yet
such an act was the occupation of Beigium; almost the only
act in bistory for which there was quite simply and literally
nothing to be said. Bad bistory is the whoie basis of
Prussia: but' even in bad history the Prussians couid find
no precedent 'and no -palliation; and the more intelligent
Prussians did not try.

A few were so feeble-minded as to.say tbey had found
dangerôus documents in Brusseis, as if what they had done
could possibly be excused by things they did not know when
they, did it. This almost piteous lapse in argument was,
however, covered up by the cleverer Prussians as quickly
as migbt be. They preferred ta stand witbout a rag of
rea son on them than wîtb such a rag as that. Before we
corne ta the monstrous material suffering, there is in the
existing situation an abstract finreason, nay, an abstract
însanity, wbich the brain of man must not bear. A nigbt-
mare must not abide ta the end. The tiniest trace ofPrus-
sian victory that remains will make us tbink of something
whicb is not ta bc thought of:- of something like the victary
of the beasts over mankind.
ProhIstoro Cruslty.

Second. It must be remembered that this' murder bas
been dbne ÙùpOn a people of such proximity and'familiarity
that there cannot be any mîstake about the matter. There
îs some shadowy justification for the comparative indiffer-
ence ta the wrongs of very. remote peoples: for it is not easy
for us ta guess how mucb« siavery sbocks a negro or cani-
baliîsf a cannibal. But the innkeepers and shoPkeepers of
Ostend feit exactly as the innkeepers and shopkeepers of
Dover wouid feel. We have ta imagine a pre-historjc cruelty
coming suddenlY upon a scene wbi.cb was civilized and
aimost commonpiace. Imagine tigers breaking out of the
Zoological Gardens and eating all the People in Albany
Street; imagine Red Indians exhibited at Olympia literally
scalpîng every passer-by -from that place to'Uammersmith
Broadway; imagine Jack the Ripper crowned king of Wbite-
chapel and conducting bis executions in broad dayhight out-
side the Tube station at Aldgate; imagine as mucb as you
can of what is Violent and contradi'ctory in an aver-turni of
ail modern life bY troglodytes; and you are stili falling short
of this fearful Belgian scene in that f amiliar Belgian
scenery.. It. is idie ta taik of exaggerations or misrepre-
sentatiOfis about a caýse sa close to us. Chinese tortures may
flot be c1uite so fanitastic as travellers -tell us; Siberia may

not be su desolate as its fugitives say it is; but we cOUldý
no more invent sucb a massacre in Belgium than v.e could
a massacre in Balham. The things of shameless shame that
have been done are something worse than prodigies, WOrse
than' nigbtmares, worse than devilries; tbev arefacts.
13olglum Stands Alono.

Third. This people we have hbeard of daily have enduredthis unheard of tbing; and endured it for us. There are
countless cases for compassion among the bewilderiflg andheartrending by-products of this war; but this is not a case
for compassion. This îs a case for that mere working mnini-mumi of a sense of honour that makes us repay a pour manwbo bas advanced bis last penny ta post a letter we haveforgotten ta stamp. In this respect Belgium' stands alOne;and the dlaims even of other Allies may well stand asidetill she is paid ta the uttermost farthing. Tbere bas' beeniself-sacrifice everywbere else; but it was self-sacrifice of indî-
viduals, each for bis own country; the Serbian dying forSerbia, or the Italian for Italy. But the Belgian did flot
merely die for Belgium. Beigium. died for Europe. Notoniy wa s the soldier sacrificed for the nation ; the nation wassacrificed for mankind. It-is a sacrifice whicb is, I think,quite unique even amang Christians; and quite indOndeiv-able amna'ng pagans. If we even privatelyý utter a murmur,
or even- privaiely grudge a' penny for bindîng the wvoundsOf sa solitary and exceptional 'a martyr, we ourselves shaîlbe soinething aimost as solitary and exceptional. We shall,Perbaps, -be nearest ta the state of tbat unspeaka-bie socialo"gist wbo persuaded bis wife ta partake of a simultaneous
suicide; and then bimseif cheerfully lived on.
ButoherS of the Nation.

Faurtb. If there be anyane on this eartb wbo does Dotfind the final success of sucb crime more than- the mîndcan bear; if there be anyone wbo does not feel it' as themore graphic,' since it w-alks amonýg the tramway lines and
lamp-posts of a life like aur owfl; if there be anyone W110doe flot f eel that ta be caught napping about Belgium '5
like beingý caught robbing one's miother on- ber death-bed;there stil remnains a sort of brutal »comnpassion for badilYpain, whbich bas been half-admitted here n hr e lthe oppressors themiseîves.I ed not do a greac damore even than we bave already done, it may yet be saidOf us that w-e left it ta the very butcbers of this nation tasee that it did flot bieed ta death.1, therefore, plead for further help for the members ofthe National Coinmittee wbo have taken this duty upOnthemselves. Ail subscriptions can be addressed ta theTreasurer at Trafalgar Buildings, Trafalgar.Square, London,England, or tg~ local committees where they bave beenforrned.

YOurs, etc.,
Overroads,1 Becnfed G. K. Chesterton.

O e r A uguBe cos el Bucks, England.
Augut Sh,'1915.

MUNICIPAL BONDS AWARDED

Oshawa, ont.-?.25,000 5 /- per cent. 3o-years, ta TheImperial Bank.
CoOriOh, ont.*-? 4 ,0 40 5 Per cent. 2o-Years, ta, TheImperial Baiik.

SOakvlile, Ont.-8 30 ,, , per cent. 20 inistalmenits, taThe lxnperial Bank.
CraYonhursty ont.-$j 1 5 oo 6 per cent. 1 15-years, taMessrs. -R. C. Matthews a' opnTrno

Ponoa, Ata-$,5007 Per cent. ic0 instaîments, BýellPlains, Alta. ; $1,200 7' per cent. io instaîments, ta Messrs*Macneiîî and Young, Toronto.

That the feder2î government will flot take -up the Cam-plicated m atter of agricutural credits with the incidentaiproblems Of arnending homestead laws and banking lawsuntil the bipzger prubljrn of the 'war is settied is the infor-matiOn supplied by Dr. I. M.- Tory, who took the matteruP with several cabinet ministers at the request of the Ed-monton Industrial Association. The association suggestedthat the gavernment make it possible for same of the char-tered banlcs tu open up one or mare rural banks ta test Outiii actual Praclice the theorjes on cheaper money for farmnerswhich were fo1red as a resuit of the internatiOnal commis-s.ian's investigation in 11)13.


