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BELGIUM’S BRAVE STORY

Gilbert K. Chesterton, Famous Author, Tells It to The
Monetary Times Readers ‘

The Monetary Times has received for publication the
following striking letter from Gilbert K. Chesterton, the
English man of letters:— ;

I hope you will grant me space to say a few words
about. the Belgians still in Belgium. The admirable efforts
of the National Committee for Relief in Belgium are going
a long ‘way to avert famine, but if the million-and-a-half
destitute 'Belgians are to be kept alive the National Com-
mittee must have yet further support. The only conceivable
cause of doubt in the matter must lie in a mere weariness
in well-doing, produced not by any intellectual difficulty,
but by such wholly unintellectual things as time and fatigue
1 think, therefore, the best way of preventing any possible
neglect of so great a matter is to repeat once more the
great truths upon which rested the whole original claim,
not so much on our sympathy as on our common honesty.
The simplicity and enormity of the Belgian story can best
be set forth, perhaps, in four truisms, all .toweringly self-
evident.® '

Badness of the Story.

First.- Of course, thé mere badness of the story is almost
too big to be held in the mind. There have been stories of
_a woman or a child actually robbed of reason for life by the
mere ocular shock of some revolting cruelty done in their
presence. There was really a danger of something of the
kind paralyzing - our protest against the largest and, by the
help of God, the last of the crimes of the Prussian Kings.
The onlookers might have been struck into a sort of gib-
bering imbecility, and even amiability, by the full and inde-
fensible finality of the foul stroke. We had no machines
that could measure the stunning directness of the blow from
hell. We could hardly realize an enormous public act which
the actor did not wish to excuse, but only to execute. Yet
such an act was the occupation of Belgium; almost the only
act in history for which there was quite simply and literally
nothing to be said. Bad history is the whole basis of
Prussia: but even in bad history the Prussians could find
no precedent and no palliation; and the more intelligent
Prussians did not try.

A few were so feeble-minded as to say they had found
dangerous documents in Brussels, as if what they had done
could possibly be excused by things they did not know when
they did it. This almost piteous lapse in argument was,
however, covered up by the cleverer Prussians as quickly
as might be. They preferred to stand without a rag of
reason on them than with such a rag as that. Before we
come to the monstrous material suffering, there is in the
existing situation an abstract unreason, may, an abstract
insanity, which the brain of man must not bear. A night-
mare must not abide to the end. The tiniest trace of Prus-
sian victory that remains will make us think of something
which is not to be thought of: of something like the victory
of the beasts over mankind.

Prehistoric Cruelty.

Second. It must be remembered that this murder has
been done upon a people of such proximity and familiarity
that there cannot be any mistake about the matter. There
is some  shadowy justification for the comparative indiffer-
ence to the wrongs of very remote peoples: for it is not easy
for us to guess how much slavery shocks a negro or canni-
balism a cannibal. But the innkeepers and shopkeepers of
Ostend felt exactly as the innkeepers and shopkeepers of
Dover would feel. We have to imagine a pre-historic cruelty
coming suddenly upon a scene which was civilized and
almost commonplace. Imagine tigers breaking out of the
Zoological Gardens and eating all the people in Albany
Street; imagine Red Indians exhibited at Olympia literally
scalping every passer-by from that place to Hammersmith
Broadway ; imagine Jack the Ripper crowned king of White-
chapel and conducting his executions in broad daylight out-
side the Tube station at Aldgate; imagine as much as you
can of what is violent and contradictory in an over-turn of
all modern life by troglodytes ; and you are still falling short
of this fearful Belgian scene in that familiar Belgian
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Yours.: etc: 5

G. K. Chesterton.

Overroads, Beaconsﬁeld, Bucks, England

August sth, 1915,
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