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OUR AUSTRALIAN LETTER.

Up to the beginning of this month, there was very much
concern over the fact of 'the absence of the usual monsoonal
tains inl January, February and Match. In the state of Vic-
toria, the churches proposed a general prayer for tain. In
New South Wales the railway commiîssioners, after making
a trip of observation to the west, thouglit that in that section
not one-fifth the area put under crop last year would be seeded
this year. However, a change set ini, and over a large portion
of New South Wales there has been an unusual downpour.
The other states have had somte but flot so bountifully. The
Australîan fariner ils accustomed flot to plougli until after the
rains have softened his land. With the poor ploughs lie once
had, this was a necessity in many places, but with the impie-
inents supplied, largely from Canada, be cando his work at
any turne. Unfortunately, hie has flot yet risen to, lis oppor-
tfiides. It ils flot too late even riow to cultivate anid get a
good crop, if the alter conditions should bie favorable.

The tains ensure a pretty good pastoral season. It ils a
fittle too late for much effect on the herbage in the elevated
districts, but plenty of water îs ensured, and there is fair feed
for the stock which the country holds.

The number of sheep in New South Wales on ist Janu-
ary Iast were returned as 33,838,571, an increase of 5,i82,070.
Thisý is gratifying, buit is flot a remarkable increase, and the
total number is buit littie more than one-half of what îs was
in i891, buit thien the land was overstocked, and the over-
stocking accenttuated the effects of the drouglit. Queensland,
too, i: graduaily strengthenîng its herds and flocks, and the
pastoraîists of a large part of the state have fair prospects be-
fore thei.

With the exception of wool. and wheat, the exports are be-
ing weIl suistained. The decrease in wool was due to shipmnents
beingz puished last year, and that of wheat to the lesser yieîd
of the last harvest. The imports are declining, the collec-
tion for this state for the first three months Of 1905 show a
dercrease of eighit per cent, as compared with a siniilar period
of last year.

The Pacifie cale is repo(rted to, have another deficiency last
year of nearly ninety thouisand pounds. This is scandalous.
Sir Horace Tozer, the Agenit-Genieral of Queensland, at Lon-
don, who lias been home oni a visit, lbas been talking plainly
uipon the suibi ect and says the decficit is dule to the absence of
management, Lt is claimecd that the Pacifie cable gets buit one-
fouirth the Australian buisiness, and that wieit did more work
in 1904 tItan in 1903, yet the rival line's increase was more
than three tintes as inucli. The loss to, Auistratl is about
thirty thoulsand pounds, but it more than recoups itself by
charginig an extra terminal rate of*three pence per word over
and above the ordinary rate and calmly pocketing it. Iu ad-
dition, Auistralian business is saving neari>' two hundred thou-
sand pounds per annum in the reduction in the price of its
cable messages effected throngh the laying of the Pacific cable.
The United Kingdomn and Canada are out of pocket fifty thou-
sand pounds per annum. The worst of it is that the sinaîl
share of the buisiness donc by the Pacific cable is due in a large
iniasuire to the scandalouis agreement made by a Governinent
of tItis state with the rival Eastern Extension Company. In
addition the Commonwealth also levies a fee on aIl cable ad-
dresses, though it does not toticl most of the messages sent
over the Eastern Extension. The patience which Canada dis-
plays under these circinstances is angelic.

Dr. Montague, of your city, is getting a little more
notoricty. He is represcntcd to have delivered a speech in
Vancouver in which lic i3 reported to have sneered at the
Auistralian Federation, said that the Australians spoke music
'hall Englisli and walked with short steps because their fathers
were conviets. As they can't get at the Doctor, the papers
are coupling him with the Independent Order of Foresters, in
whose employment he is said to ýbe, and raking up reminisý-
cences that the-Order wishes shouild le buiried. There'is, holw-
ever, a more serions aspect which lias bren called to my at-
tention by one interested ini Canadian business. He said: "Nô
one wouild niind what that man may say,' buit if it were be-
lieved liere that decent Canadian audiences wot;ld listen to
suich mnaliciouis rubbish, it would not tend to streng-then the
setiment tbat btelps uis to seil Canadian goods, and 1 tell yon
we need ail the sentiment to, help uis ilust now; for what with
disappointinents, delays in filling orders, when tliey are filled

at aIl, and poor goods, some of us are getting pretty well
filled up witli Canada." The Canadian Commîssioner refused
to criticize the speech, as he has flot evidence of the correct-
ness of the report Perhaps stirred up by this incident, tic
opponients of Dr. Montagne 'are again urging the Victorian
Goverument to have a full enquiry into his conduct of the
L.O.F. affairs, while he was in charge, and claima they have a
promise that tItis will lie done. This is very doultful. The
Government is disincîjurd to, reopen the matter.

One of the unhappy occurrences of recent date is the con-
viction of the Hon. Mr. Slattery of fraudulent conversion of
lis dient's moue>', and his sentence to imprisofiment for thre
years and a'half. He was Minister of justice in three Gov-
erniments and, an ex-speaker of the New South Wales House
of Assembly. His downf aIl was due to racing and betting.
Three days afterwards, the treasurer of a powerful labor union
was senteuced for fraud. ,The union's money went in Uic
same way. These incidents have stirred up a demand for re-
pression. of oue of the worst evils of Australian Mie. A Mel-
bourne man, who lias been writing upon a recent visit to
Canada, said that one of the things there that struck hulai with
special force was the comparatively little attention plaid to, rac-
ing. Canadians will do well to keep it so.

Mr. Larke, the Canadian Commissioner, lias arranged to
leave for a trip to, Canada in June next. The State Goveru-
ments are furnishing him .with lantern slides of the beanty
spots of Australia, which lie will take over, as lie has intima-
tions that lie will lie expected to speak upon Auistralia and its
people.

The Australian Chamber of Commerce, at its recent ses-
,sion, has taken up the Pacifie cale deficit and demands
better and more energetic management, but it dîd not incînde
in the demand better treatment on the part of its own Gov'-
erniment.

-Sydney, N.S.W., 17t'h April, ipoS. F. W.

HALIFAX LETTER.

A proposition of mucli interest and importance to the
fishermen of this Province is contained in the arrangements
now being made by the Frenèh firm of Beust et Fils. They
are preparing to put in operation at Northi Sydney a bait-pre-
serving plant, audIt as is operated b>' the sainte firm in France.
Their systéin is claimed to have great advantages over the
cold storage plan, as vessels can remain on the fishing grounds
as long as neccssary, and keep the biait fit for use. TIte
trouble and expense of carryiug ice ils also by tItis means
avoided.

The well-known Halifax book and stationery firin of Con-
noîlly & Davidson lias dissolved partnership; the business will
lie conducted at thc present premnises, on Barrington Street,
1>' J. L Coinnolly. Mr. Davîdson lias purchased the Rnggles
bookstore on tlie saine street.

The Nova Scotia Miling Company, Limited, will taire over
the business carried on b>' the late D. Gunn, the>' having se-
cured the lease of Matheson's milta froin the owner.

Blanchard & Co, offer for sale their dry goods business.
which they have carried on in Windsor for the past nine years.

M. Scanlon, Sr., bas disposed of bis interest in the dry
goods firm of M Scanlon & Sons, to M. Scanlon, Jr. The
btusiness lias leen long established liere and witl be continued
in the saine place.

Lt was generally expected that the meeting of shareholders,
held Iast week to ratif>' tIhe merger of the People's. Bank with
the Banik of Montreal, would present some interesting devctop-
ments, but the meeting proved to be entirel>' devoid of ex-
citement. As we have already stated, ont of the 5o,ooo votes,
48,891 were polted in favor of the merger. One of the lead-
ing shareliolders had annotinced lis intention of ýregistering,
objections to thse deal, but before the meeting took place Ite was
pacified. Thei president, J. J. Stewart, was chairnian of the
meeting, and lie made a lengthy statement sliowing the desir-
ability of the merger. Under the. agreement,- thse Bank of
Montreal .will take over the People's at once, tint the branches
in this cit>' will le maintained b>' thie bank for a year.

Lt is expected that the HLalifax and SouthWestern Railway.
of which ciglit> miles remains to lie bniit, wiIll le eonpleted
this year. There lias becm some dela>' as to a qnestion of
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