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Iooked for only in the region of the gall-bladder, and the first
stages of this disease. when treatnient is of sa much importance,
ývill lie overloocec or mnistaken. I have known a patient treated
for sorne months by an intelligent medical mran for some spinal
miisehief, whose acute suffei:ings f roni gali-stanes in after years
an earlier ciagnosis wrould probably have done a good deal to,
prevent.

One point I have ùb'served: that sometirnes during the Iast
minute or two of an attack, when the pain suddenly ceases, and
presumiably thie stone enters the duodenunii, thiere is a peculiar
gliding sensation a littie ta the right of the tenth to twelfth dorsal
vertebroe. Whien biliary colle is due to a stone entering or
traversing narrow ducts the pain begins suddenly. The patient
may be sleeping souindly, or laughing or talking in happy forget-
fulness of ail aches and pains; in less tha-,n two minutes he is
groaning in agony. The greater number of these attacks begin
in the niglit. Kraus fouind in the course of one year's practice
thiat lie wvas called sixteen timies in the clay and sixty-two trnes
in the night to relieve patients suffering fromi acute biliary colic.
WVe attriliute the prevalence during the nighit to the fact that the
gall-bladder beconies distencled with bile wlhen there is a long
interval between meals. The attack may last only a few\, minutes,
and termmniate in profuse vomniting. Unhiappily, this is rarely the
case. With occasional slight intervals due to, the entrance of a
stone into a wvider part of the duets the attacks generally last
fromi four to twelve hours. I anm rather inclined ta behieve that
the pain whichi continues for days is due ta an inflarned or dis-
tended gall-bladder, and not to the passage of stones. WThen a
stone becornes impacted in thie duct, and jaundice supervenes,
there are aches and pains somewhat of a -dragging character, but
there is not often a continuance of the acute agony wvhich is
experienced during its direct passage.

It is by no m-eans easy ta describe the pain of an acute attacc
of biliary colle due ta the passage of a gali-stone. 0Of ail thie
pains which rnortal mran can suifer this is prabably the rnost
severe; warnen, whýlo have borne eilîdren, have told me thiat the
pain af child-birth is by no means sa severe as that of gaîl-
stanes. A few cases have been reported where death could be
attributed ta nothing else than the severity of the pain. The
patient lies stili for a few minutes, then turins an his side, then,
gets an his kniees, thraws himself on a sofa, or rails about on the
floor. There is na particulat pasition in -which far mare than
a manient ease can be obtained. Contrary ta wlîat one miglît
expeet, there is littie or no straining of the abdominal -muscles.
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