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DEAS OF A CATHOLIC AS TO

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE.

i the French of Abbé Marlinet, for the

ns@fed.frafn IeTrur Wil{ess. ’
(Conlinued from our last.)

-ANTISM WHICH IS BUT LITTLE KNOWN.

he ‘work of Mme. de Gasparin on Marriage,

ther with certain passages of Intéréls générauz

estantisme Trangads, (General Interests of

- Protestantism,) appear to us calculated to

Il the attention of Catholic writers to 2 new {or

patly mew) phase of Protestantism, viz., the moral
ic.

niizxtnerable books have been t::ritlen to cqnl_‘ute

rors, and its doctrinal contradictions suthqlent
on lias not been given to its moral abérrations,
roductions — more or less— of its mystical
eology. .
istrue that Protestantism has been rather
afruitful in this kind, Being persuaded, and justly
;:that duties spring from creeds, and that practices
piety are as it were the efferescence of faitl, it
,in the first place, to make unto itself a belief,

‘i to lay the foundation of faith, Postponing,
therefore, the purifying of dts morality till the time

her it shiould be in possession of a purified doctrine,

mable in all respects to the Gospel model, it
nted itself with preaching - Catholic morality,
us(of course) the superstitious practices of
iz, abstinence, and maceration, much recam-

d by the holy Scriptures, but condemned, as

e knows, by the Bible Protestant.
“Fea ng that in acting thus, they might resuscitate
rit' of good works,—that mortal enemy of
jan humility, (according to Luther and Calvin,)
ministers took special care to warn their hearers,
od works are mecessary to salvation, inso-
‘they are preseribed by the divine law, they
Iy void of merit. for lheaven.® “Whence

-as we.see, another Clristian virtue, moderation
nirtye !—Why, indeed, should: men abound in
rks, if e whe practices-them to the utmost
‘richer at his death than, he who just did what

yabsolutely necessary? ..

srertheless, there are some souls so nitra-Pro-
t as to aspive after virtues exclusively biblical,
o. fervent that they cannot be satisfied with a
told and vague morality. They have souglt to make
:sure. way for themselves through the maze of
E:Cliistian obligations,~—a maze wwhich the spiritual
legislatrix of Christian marriage, quoted above, has
well described, Lt us-hear her:—

#The line of duty is often effaced, often devious,
en entangled, by a multitude of other lines which
infersect, iatermingle, and -entwine themselves with
it..Jt is not as if life had but one striking duty ; it
ks 3 bundred, nay, a thousand intermingling, and,
Ltimes, conflicting duties, having the same preten-
15 to superiority, and oaly to be fulfilled at the ex-
; “each other. .Amidst this multitude of obli-
fitions; each and all claiming sepreme authority, it
becomes necessary to mark out a way; to choose
‘monost thein, not according to preference, not by

ing those which have no right to the primacy,
ntby having a care of all, and infringing on noze,
andestablishing amongst them a conscientious order. ™}
Thus, you see, thal the region of duty, as well as
tatof. doctrine, presents an inextricable labyrinth to
th'e‘» raveller who ventures into it alone. If the es-
able authoress could not manage to get over the
mepoint of the conjwgal obligations in less than
tiree octavo volumes, and if that Jong dissertation
isvery far from dispelling all doubt as to the
dirine arrangement of those obligations, how is it to
th the poor, simple housekecper, who, like her-
obliged to make her way to heaven through

e of evangelical morality ?
book of Mme. de Gasparin might very pos-
» though all unknoewn to its author, one of the
vere criticisms that has ever been made on

:trotestant principle. ’

orce of genius, strengihencd still more by
§lensive information, elevation of sentiment, and a
$07¢ of virtue—all these, the fruits of a good educa-
an excellent disposition—all these are insuf-
to maintain our equilibrium on that hoir-breadth
hl_ , “in_merality, separates the true from the
nd - the desirable, though ideal, perfection,
he -rigorous obligation. The seraphic doctor,
Onaventure, and -the truly angelic doctor, St.
¥:-0mas of Aquinas, to whom none will deny the most

LUt wisdom, with immense knowledge, both hu-

divine—even' they hesitated, and decided
oWy, asis nsual with saints, on points of morality
951_3&6. by the Church. Fenelon himself stum-
that ground.

—

.

amangst: othiors Cotechisms or Tnstructions sur (o
hretionng, Genéva, Cherbuliez, 1831,
ariage, &c., 1.1, pege 115,

Thesoul disposed to good, takes fast hold of one duty,
glorifies, and exalts it at the expense of its fellows ;
pushes it on to a failing, 20d from a failing to a vice,
all from the simple exaggeration of a virtue; the
latter being made inaccessible, finally becomes ridi-
culous.

Is not this precisely what has happened to the lady
whose book has suggested these reflections? Who
can attain the eagle height whereon she has placed
conjugal fidelity ? Tn her sex, as in ours, pigeons are
far more common than eagles. Would it not be
dangerous to tax wives of ordinary virtae withinfidel-
ity 1o their marriage vows, especially if, in conformity
with another Praotestant error, the most trivial acts
of infidelity are declared as heinous before God as
the foulest adultery” ?

M. de Gasparin appesrs to us to fzl] into a similar
error, when, speaking of the duty of giving alms, he
hesitates not to condemn the proprietor, in the name
of the Bible and of Christian charity, to give the
Jifth part of his revenue to the poor.}

If there are many of the rich to whom this tax
would appear a trifling one in a case of distress,
there are innumerable others who might well consi-
der it extravagant, and thus be prevented from giv-
ing at all, because too mach was required of them,
The Catholic Church wnceasingly exhorts her chil-
dren to the practice of giving, but she never deter-
mines what amount they are to give. Itismore
than probable that the poor find themselves all the
better for this discretion. _

If the errors of noble minds have always some-
thing noble, it is not so with those of the maltitude.
The latter also will have religion, and virtue, but in-
stead of adorning the interfor with it, they rub it'on
the outside ; instead of saturating the mind with it,
they show it off in the streets, and even in the sta-
bles. Al is religious, except man.

‘What does Calvinist Puritanism—that religion in
which Geneva formerly decked herself out—that re-
ligion of which Secotland—that model country—is
still so proud—what does it make of the sanctifica-
tion of the Sabbath ? A plastered corruption. Let
us-lrear a traveller, speaking ou the @Edject— -

* & Pablic. buildings, theatres, gardens, museums,
galleries of paintings, castles, palaces, taverns, all are
closed against these poor pecple, except the high-way
and the brothel. Hence, itis during this holy day
that the greatest robberies and the worst deeds of
all kinds are committed.”]

Every one knows the rigor of the Methodists,
those Jansenists of reform, who make gaiety a crime,
and do all they can to make life one Jong burial.
These earry their puritanical ascetism to the most
ludicrous extremes, and like the Pharisces of old,
make all religion to consist in the rigorous fulfiliment
of exterior practices.

"The study of Protestant ethics and asceties, which
we liere recommend, would prove that the rule of
morals, like that of faith, can only be marked out
by a wisdom superior to that of man; and that, in
those regions where the Catholic sun has ceased to
cnlighten and to fructify, minds endowed withactivity
are sure to ignore the imedium between the icy cold-
ness of indifference, and the feverish heat of false
mysticism.

* These petty sins, these insignificant vices, are a8 odious in
the sight of God as those which are of greater magnitude,
Leeause they are the most subtle and the most eorrupt emana-
tions of a rebellions sonl—Dx Mariage, §e., t. 1, p. 55. For
2 number of other errors, great or smally see the work of M. de
GChampagny, already quoted.

t ¢ The ordinary rule of my parents,” says the Chancellor
dAguessean, ¥ was to reserve, for the continnal exercise of
their charity, the tenth part of whatever they received.  They
regarded the poor as their chililren, so that, ifthey hadien
thousand francs to invest, they deposited but eight, and gave
1wo to the poor, whom they considered -as their own flesh and
blood, by a sacred and glorious adoption, which placed Jesus
Christ himself in the number of their children. It usually hap-
pened, however, that the portion allotted to the poor was con-
siderably increased because of public and private calamities??
We do not believe that in all the writingsof the cloquent chan-
ccllor there is one passage more beautiful than this, Those
who are familiar with his life are well aware how worthy he
was of such excellent parents; and can never lose sight of those
beantifol words whizh proeceded rather from his hean than
his mouth :— How c¢an I rest, while knowing that there are
men who soffer 12 ‘

1 Memeirs et Voyrges, par M. de Custine, 1. ii., p. 271,

I Mansom’s Qbservations sur In morele Cathuligue, \he
Devoirs of Silvia Pellice, the moral works of Charles Sainie,
Foi, &¢.; may also show what moral philosopy may gain in
depth, in wisdom, and in_majectic simplicity, when it conse-
crates a noble intellect to the service of religion.

(To be continued.)

. IEpvcartion 18 ITarv.—118 elementary schools of
the first’grade for boys, and 25 for gitls, are supporied
by the Sardinian Government 5 4,242 of a second grade
for boys, and 1,259 for gitls. Therearealse 581 mule
private schools, exceeds $330,000 a-year, and the
number of pupils is stated to be 220,000. There are
104 institetions of 2 higher grade, with 200 teachers
and 12,000 pupils. In the Universities thers are
3,000 students, for the support of which the Govern-
ment gives $125,000 annnally, and the same sum to

the scheols,
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LECTURE BY HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL
ARCHBISHOP OF WRSTMINSTER.

Delivered in St. George’s Calhedral, Soulhuwark,
‘¢ PROTESTANT OBJECTTONS TO CATHOLICISM.”

His Ewinence the Cardinal Archbisbop of West-
‘minster on last Sunday delivered the fourth and last
of lis series of leclures on Protestant objections to
Catholic doctrines. The interest which they bave
excited can scarcely be overraled—to judge at least
from the vast crowd of Protestant gentlemen, and
even frotestant clergymen, who. night, after night,
have lung upen the lips of his Emirence in breath-
less attenlion, and the numerous inguiries after the
truth whom they have roused from the lethargy of
Protestantism.  The subject last evening was ¢ "The
Communion and Invocation of Saints;” and the
text chosen was from the werds of St. Paul to the
Hebrews (xii. 22-24), ¢ But ye ave come to Mount
Zion, and 1o the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to the company of many thousands of
angels, and'to the clurch of the first-born, and to
GGod the judge of all, and to the spirit of the just
made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of the New
Testament.”” There are two distinct featurcs (began
his Eminence) which setin direet contrast the Catho-
lic and the Protestant religion—they are the joyous
cheerfulness of the one, and the sadness and gloom
of the other. 'I'he Catholic knows that the road to
Heaven is rough and narrow, but he has not learned
that it is lonely and dismal, and so lie is not, as the
hypocrites, of a sad countenance as le threads along
it. Hence, his path is bright and gay with Rowers of
devotion, and by its side llows the viver of sacra-
mental grace ; nor does e journey on 2lone; on
every side he is° surrounded by thousands of fellow-
travellers, and by his side is tlie Church, his own holy
mother, whose arm guides him, whose voice supports
him, and: whose hand proteets him safe from barm, so
that nothing can-come nigh to Lurt Lim, wdless he
wander from the direct road. The Protestant does
not contemplate man as he stands enriched, nay,
almost deified, by the Incarnation, butin the low and
degrmlele-fem of 2 creeping thing, as an animal
which cannet take wings, and whose path, even ‘in
this world, is solitary, and dark, and ambiguous. Pro-
testantism is not content with taking man as heis; it
puts out the light which he already possesses, and
picks out the darkest dogmas as these wpon which it
is best pleased to dwell. ~And hence,by the way, the
selfishness of Protestantism ; by which I mcan not
lack of zeal, but the love of isolation and self-de-
pendence in ihe work of grace, and of reducing
everything between God and man to whatis pevsonal
and individual. Thas in theory, Protestantism Jooks
up to Chirist ; but in reality, and in practice, it tends
to self-conviction and self-direction ; and eries aloud,
% Am I my brother’s keeper I Hence, it usurps the
work of God, andof the medic which ITe has been
pleased to appoint, "and appropriates to itself at will
what it is the privilege of Grod alone to bestow, and
what He gives through ordinary channels. And by
consequence, the heavenward road with the Protest-
ant is all dark and gloomy. 'Chere are no angels to
cheer Lim on his course; no smiling saints Jooking
fondly down wpon him with paim branches and
crowas; he journeys to lieaven—if he be journeying
thither—all alone, But with the Catholic the case
is far otherwise : all is glad and cheerful on his road.
Even dumb ard inanimate things have their voices
for him, as symbols of spiritual realities ; saints and
angels are comrades of his road; the dead call upon
him {rom the grave for the aid of his prayers. The
sorrowful are always pained at secing others rejoice ;
and hence, I believe, arises the intense feeling of
aversion, on the parts of Protestants, towards the
consoling dogma of the communion of saints. Hence
the holy dead, and she who is the Queen of Saints,
are spoken of with scorn such as makes Catholic
ears 0 shudder, and almost to doubt whetber those
who use such reproaches ever think of heaven here-
after as a place where all the redeemed ol every age
and land enjoy the blissful presence of God, and re-
joice in the happiness of each other. It makes one
indeed, suppose that the Protestant idea of heaven is
that of a place where they shall be enabled herenfter
to sit in sullen bliss, apart from Popish saints, and
gaze on Christ their Lord, while their backs are
turned upon those who have been saved, if such there
be, in the Catholic religion. Oh! it is because they
so little love the thought of saints lere, and so litile
realise the saintly character and the tie of one re-
deemed family in heaven and earth, that they look
with so little satisfaction on the saintsin heaven. Yet
all of you, my Protestant friends, who daily repeat
your Creed (as I trust you all do,) profess each day
to God that you believe in the Holy Catholic Church,
the Communion of Saints. Now, the Catholic is
reproached by Anglican controversialists for having
departed from the .simplicity of the early creeds:
The Avglican claims them as bis owo, and declares

that he accepts them and believes themn, neitlier less
nor more.  Te ouglt, then, tobe distinct, and not to
repeat them day by day by rote, without thinking
what meaning he attaches to them. What, then, T
ask, do you Protestants mean by those four simple
words—“T believe in the Communion of Saints?”
Do you mean the communion only of those who are:
on earth? Are you not rather mixed up withdoubts
and perplexities, as to whether you mean all Christ-
ians, or all the predestinate, or all holy persons of
every creed, or all who are notepen infidels ! Jave
you fived and settled all this? and have you cleaviy
laid down what ¢ communion® is? Is it a mere belict
that there are saints, just asI may believe that there
are heathens and philosophers abroad? Do 1 holil
communion with these? Give me, then, a definition
of “ commumion,” just as you would give in worldiy
matters, as you would if' a point of law was iavolved
in the word ; for in that case you would feel curious
to know what the word means, Idle words sursly
ought not to be spoken to God 3 surely there must be
a meaning in these words, or why are they inserted 1o
so brief a form of words as the Apostles® Creed.
Surely it concerns you to settle what you mean by
those four words. I know not what you mean. L
have tried but T cammot discever. IDut T have a dafi-
nite belief. T know not what others hold ; but I
know what the Catliolic Church helds; not because
I hiaye studied 2nd inguired ; T learned it as a child.
With us the theologian and the child are the same;
we learned it, all of us, children from the lips of our
holy mother the Church.,  In the listory of the Old
Testament there are clear marks of an intercourse
between the chosen race and the angels of God.
Among the patriarchs, Abraham, we are told, bowed
down before an angel, and Jacob was familiar with
their lieavenly. visitations ; not only did he wrestle
with one, but he also saw the mystical ladder with
angels ascending and descending—ihat vision which
is the key to the whole question of their ministrations.
Angels took part in leading forth the chosen race
from Igypt,in giving the aw from Sinai, in guiding
them through their forty years’ wandering in the de-
sert (for God Himself told them that He sent His
angels before them, and ITe bade them listen to His
voice and offend TTim not,) and under the- Judges
there were angels who, from thne to time, announced
the birth of deliverers. An angel appeared to David
with a message from God, at the time when the pes-
tilence -was sent; and under tle Prophets, angels
were not mere messengers of mercy, but were seen
in-hcaven round about the throwe of God.—Ts, vii.
BEzekiel too saw the four wondrous beasts around (he
throne, and Dandel belield, in vision, thousands of the
heavenly hosts waiting on God. And thus, even un-
der the Old Law, God made the attendance of
angels kmown to men. But did the ministry of
angels cease under the New Law. Fuarfrom it. An
anget declared the coming birth of John the Baptist ;
an angel announced the incarnation of our blessed
Lord to Mary; an angel saved Him from King
Herod, and chased away the suspicions of his chuste
foster~father, Joseph. Angels ministered unto Him
at His temptation, and strengibened Him in His
agony ; the legions were ready by His side as He
stood before Pilate. An angel sarved Peter from
prison, stood by St. Paul in his shipwreck, and showed
to St. Jobn the vision of the heavenly Jerusalen. -
And if thus constantly they appear to ‘minister to
man, were these appearances mere exceptional cases
Not so, the mention of these instances, from time to
time, implies that their ministrations were always
going on, and that they were always watching over
the faithful. Tf, in the history of some earthly kiny,
we read that in one year he made war, and that after
2 few years he made peace, and again, after an inter-
val of some more years, he gave some good laws,
and if this were all that we read about him should
we rightly infer that duving the intervals he was doiny
nothing?  No, vwe should suppose that these intervals
were spent by him in similar aets, though unrecorded
in bistory. And in point of fact it was so; the an-
ge} in the wilderness was not always visible ; he was
unseen for a time to the eyes of Balaam. Ttwasso.
too, in the New Testament: «there is joy among
the angels of God over one sinner doing penancc;”
and this point our blessed Liord thought fit to ilins-
trate by more than one parable, illustrating the joy
experienced at finding something dear that bas been
lost. Surely tbis implies, so to speak, an every day
occurrence. ¢« Litile children,” too, as our bliessed
Lord tells us, have their angels which always do sce
the face of God, ¢ the Tather in' heavéen. = Angeis,
then, always know what is happening to those oref
whom they watch on earth ; they are always ready
at hand to aid; they hold communion with this world
by constant intercourse. But when Christ Jesus
came in the flesh, it was to give a new kfe to man
ang to raise nature. Xence men thought it not sob-
bery, or presamption to call themselves by the names

of the saints. The word, tao, was first appliedto .



