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. To'the Cuthwlic Clergy of the Diocese of Dublin.

Y The culers of Sirdinin, aided and encouraged by

. established their sway,

-the anti-Catholic nad ¢rovked policy, of French and
. Euglish politicinns, bave “sacrilegiously stripped our
"'Huly Father of nearly: all:the dominions given to his
+ prédecessors: by the piety “of past-‘ages. To cany
-out their:pians of spolinjion aud robbery, in compass-

ing the destruction ofthe Pope’s témporal suthority,
all justice; -buman nnd divine, have been-set’' el
nought, and the sacred rignts “of property, and the
laws of nntivus trampled uuder foot.. The leaders of
wicked and secret socicties, statesmen guided by no
other princinle than a savage hatred of Gatholicity,
and the ubettora of beresy and infidelity, have been
mo3t setive suxilinries in this work of darkness and
deatruction ; tu juatify their proceedings, they have
proclaimed principles of sedition, rebellion, and com-
munigm, most opposed to the doctrines of Jesus
Christ, and welt calculated to prodnee universal ao-

" drchy, and the geéoeral ruin of eivilized society.—

How sadly have tbese fruits been motured in all the
States in [taly, now subject to the excommunicated
Sardiging ruler 7. In them, violence, robbery, blood-
shed, and every heinous crime is perpetrated with
iupunity, aud « state of things is renewed, that
forcibly reminds us uf rhe bloedy acenes exacted by
Cromwell and the Puriuns in lreland. Under the
reign of that bypocritical liberly whicl has been
proclaimed in subsutction for the Pope’s paternal
anthority, or in uppozition 1o the legitimate power of
other princes, the prisous of [taly bave beep filled
with victims, teus of thousands uf uaoffending men
bave been magsacred, whole villages and coasider-
able towns have been barbarously destroyed, »ngi re-
duced to ashes, and the unhappy inbabitants either
nat to the sword, or left to pine away 1o misery or
deapair. .

Such are the results of the revolutionary move-
ments principally directed nguainst the Payml autbo-
rity ; such is the state of things brought nbout by
the enemies of our holy religion, where ey have
Whea we consider so dread-
fal a picture of desolation, must we not cry ouf,
*Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered,

" and let all those who bate Him, flee from before His

face."—Pa. 617, :

Whilst the enemies of the Holy See are stuined by
every crime, the victim of their ipiquities, his Haoli-
ness, Pius IX., presents to the world in bis suffer-
ings un admirable example of patience and resigua-
tion to the holy will of God, of fortitude in his
trials, and confidence in the prowises of Christ, and
in the final triumph of justice and religion. He
alone, with unshaken confidence, resists the spirit of
error and infidelity, now menacing destruction to the
world. Upholding the sacredness of property, the

- necessity of obedience, the rights of supreme power,

83 necessary for the preservation of society, he un-
ceasingly protests against despotism and tyranny,
and raises his voice in favor of the oppressed and
persecuted. The hercic courage, and the virtues of
the Pontiff, reflect the greatest lustre on the Church
of God; aud must be a source of consolation and
boly pride to all Catholics. Can any of bis chil-

_ dren refuse sympathy and support, and prayers, to

so great and holy.a Pontiff in the arduous struggle

[:wolution’and

tres,  whilst "a’ ban 8 placed upon everything con--

1 neeted ; with “the-~ trua_ Church. ' Undoubtedly, -this
ac nters of re-,
s.thatthe’ vithstandir r gugtaining the:
gioa. 'and | cauge’df {thb Holy Ses;.it: appears_thiore are:some few. |
ho, - though’professiag’ to be | Oatholics, and o look:

‘war i8 carried:on-so actively by the fume
the.agency. of -sec

. v

whoss *designs are .so. wicked and- full -of malice,
.whose. hands are stsined with sc many crimes, to
bring under _their. control 'the sacred.’person of

out-tbe world?. To“unders res
suchan‘evil, let ua congider 'the sad condition of re-
ligion'in countries where it bas been totally subject-

which the Sardinian statesmen-are: anxious to bring

in'England,” The Anglican” Church hag become the
creature and the slave of the state; It is a mere ma-
chine 'in the hands of politicians. - In Constantino-
ple, when. the pride of its patriarchs had impelled
them to rsise the standard of rebellion against -the

wore"” obliged to yield in everything to the!imperial
caprice. They remained in the same abject state un-
der the Turkish rulers, being 8o degraded that they
were obliged to refer their controversies on affairs of
conscience to 8 Mahometan mufti or baghaw, - just as
we have seen the most important questions regarding
baptism or the holy Eucharist decided by layman in
England, who had not even the semblance of a pre-

proceed in the same way, and & Cossack or a Cal-
muck general may be the president of an'ecclesiagti-
crl synod, and inspire all its decisions. The Catho-
lic Church being the work of God, can never be re-
duced to the state of ~-degradation and siavery to
which the churches of. Engfand, Greeco ,and Russia
bave been brought by heresy and schism; but still
the human means at our disposs! are to be used in
order to avert such fearful evils, and tn preserve the
rights aud the independence of the successors of St.
Poter. . A

There is no govereignty in Burope so ancient, or
founded on such indisputable titles of justice, as
that of the Holy Sce. The Popes were called on to
govern nnd protect the Roman States when the inba-
bitants were left a prey to barbarians by -the emper-
ors of the East, Tbe exigencies of the times, and

the voice of the suffering people, compelled them to
assnme a temporal sovereigntly, which far more than
a thonzdnd years they exercised in the same spirit in

which it was assumed. for the welfare and happiness
of their subjects. Every civilized state in the warld

has repeatedly recognised the temporal anthority of
the Popes, and guaranteed their dominions as the
common property of all Catholics, and necessary for
the independent and free administration of religion.

If the foundations on which the Pope's sovereignty

rests be now distarbed, no state can defend its rights,

no mnon be secure in the possession of the property

justly received from his forefatliers, and the precepts

of the Gospel—nat to steal and ot to do vivlence—

mu3t be erased from our moral code. Lest we should

be exposed to such evils, ought we not to countribute,

as far as lies in our power to preserve in their inte-

grity, the ancieut and indisputable rights of the

Holy See.

We may here add a consideration peculiar to our-

selves When the Cntholic religion was proscribed

in Ireland, when our forefathers were doomed to

sufler denth or exile for the faith, and a cruel code of
penal laws was enacted for the protection ot heresy

and the destruction of the Catholic religion, when it

was a crime for o Catholic to instruct his ehildren at
home, or to sead them abroad for their education,

when a Catholic by becoming an apostate could rob

bis brothers of their estntes—in those sad times of

" in which he is now engaged against the wicked and { desolation, not fur distant from our own days, the

" gacred deposit of the faith

| paral prinee

unscrupulous enemies of God and our religion?

+Nu siocere Catholic can consider the attempts now
made to deprive the Holy See of its temporal pos-
sessions, without being filled with slarin for the tu-
ture prospects of the Church. Indeed, as the Pope,
in the quality of successor of St. Peter, and Christ's
Vicar on earth, bss to guide and feed the vast fold
of his Divine Master, to send pastors aud mission-
aries to distant regions of the earth, to protect the
and watch over the
purity of Christian morals, he neceesarily requires
great assistance.in so extemsive an administration,
snd were be deprived of tha temporal means required
for carrying on the works of religion, how could the
exigencies of conscience, and the spiritual affeirs of
‘1wo handred millions of Christians be praperly pro-
vided 7 Were there no other reason, ought not this
vansideration alone prove to us that the attempted
destruction of the temporal sovereigaty of the Pope
should be regarded as a dangerous hiow directed at |
the religious interests of all Catholics?

Besides, the experience of past ages showa us, that
in order 1o preserve the free nerion of the Pope in
the wlministéntion of esciesinstical affairs, it ia oe-
eeszemv hat e shanhd be independent of every tem-
In the early ages of the Church under
the Pag4n emperors, the Popes were frequently per-
secut@d, driven {rom their Sce, or obliged to concenal
themselves in the eatacombs, aud thug spiritual fuoe-
uuns were often altorerher suspended. B

Nt miav yeara agh, when the French Republic-or.
Nupuleun Buonaparte had usurped the sovereigaty of
Ruwe, two great Pontiffs, Piug VI. and Pius VIL
were dragged Away from the Bieroal Oity, and the
Church bad 10 suffer great privations duriog their
eaptivity. At thattime in Ireland many bishoprics
remsined without their pastors, and it was exceed-
inely dificult to obtain dispensations acd other fa-
culties necessary for the administration of the Church.’
Happiiy, the persecution was not-of long duration.—
The republic which had persecutad Pias:VI., having
deluged France with blood, and brought innumere-
ble evils on that great country, merged its pretended
likerty in & military despotizm. Buonaparte, the
uncle of the present Emperor of France, fell as ra-
pidly as.he had risen, and was sent to expiate his
misdeeds on a desert island in the distant ocean, and
to mouran over the sacrilegiona ingnlts which he bad
offered to the Vicar of Christ, and the evlls which
bie bad inflicted on religion, From so awful a catas-
trophe learn justice, G you rulers of the earth; learn
10 keep prufune hands from the anointed of the Lord.

Though God is patient and merciful, and suffers
iniqmty to triumph for a while, yet the history of
past ages shows that he generaily visits, even in this
world, the persecutors of His Chureh, the Herods
and the Neroes, who spring up from time to time,
with the severest punishmeuts, and.pours upon them
the most dreadful vials of His wrath. ‘I have seen,”
‘gays the Paalmist, ¢ the wicked man highly exalted,

" and lifted up like the cedars of Lebanus, and I passed

-

.

. sewioaries suppressed, their ! .
~ and the secular clergy aund religious orders subjected

by, aod he was not: and I sought him, and bis place
was3 not found.” God tolerates for a time the mis-

. deeds of his enemies, and allows them to trample on

virtue and justice; but when the children of light
bave been purified in the crucible of affliction, and
“have nequired greater merit in the sight of heaven,
the rod that had scourged them is broken and cast
into the fire. When Babylon and Nineveh had exe-
cuted divine vengeance on Jerusalem, they were,
abandoned to eternal desolation, whilst looking
with mercy on his people, converted in the day of
tribulation from their wicked ways, God received
them again into favor. - - '
.What the condition of his Holiness would be,:
were he placed at the mercy of the Sardinian rulers,
we may conjecture from the treatment of the Bishops
now placed under their sway. Several ot those dis-

.- tingnished Prelates are now languishing in exile or

prison ; their churches bave been. profaned, their
property confiseated,

10 the severest trinle, Indeed nothing i3 omitted to
- -promute immorulity and impiety ; ‘books of .the most’
- corrupting tendencies are published :to poison the

, « public mind; improper pictures are exposed in . the

Cen

Popes excited the sympathy of Europe in favor of

our suffering and martyred countrymen ; they open-

ed asylumas for thew in their exile, provided for their

wants, and by their assiduous exertions, preserved

the venerahle Church of Ireland from the contagion

of error, and from the destrnction with which it wag
threatened by so many violent and perfidous enemies.

[t appears from the records of the time that for n long
period, seventy-two thousand livres yearly were set

aside by the Holy See to assist the persecuted Irish;

and one thousand doliars per annum were regularly

paid during the last half of the past century, for the
support of schools in Ireland ; so that for our educa-
tional purposes alone, in that period, a sum now
equivalent to fifty or sixty thousand pounds was ex-
pended by the Popes. In the sad time of William
IT1, Icnocent XII. proclaimeqd & jubilee to solicit the
prayers of the world in favor of our people : aud then
large sums were, at his recommendution, contributed

which preserved the lives and religion of multitudes
of our countrymen. If the Holy Catholic Church
has cast such deep 100ts in our soil, if it produces so
many ndmirable fruits ia the piety and morality of
our people, in the education of youth, in works of
charity, in. our colleges, and in our convents, and if
all the blessings of the one true religion are so wide-
ly spread over our laud, if we are free from that de-
graded state of worse tban pagan ignorance and.
immorality and crime, which, according to the pub-
lished testimony of many Protestant dignitaries pre-
vails in Epgland—we owe all this to the fostering
care of the Holy See, which watched over our Church
in the times of persecution, and preserved the light of

desolation. o _ ‘
When the successor of St. Peter is now in distress,
would we not be wanting in gratitude, were we to
forget past services, were we to look on with listless-
ness whilst the Holy See; to which 'we owe the pre-
servation of onr faith, is assailed, and insulted, and
subjected to the most grievous wrongs? And, let
me .ssk, is not the Catholic faith the true giory of
our country, the moat noble emblem of our national-
ity, the only valuable treasare’ we pogssess, the
foundation of all our hopes, the -source of all the
spiritual blessings we enjoy ?
I ghall now merely add, that when promoting the
objects of the Oonfraternity of St. Peter's Pence, we
make an act of faith in the vitelity of the words of
our Redeemer; addressed to St. Peter, and in him to,
his successor—* Thou art Peter, and on thia rock I
will build my Church; feed my lambsz, feed my
sheep ; we protest against violence, treachery, sedi-
tion, and infidelity, leagued together against the
Pope, and we raise our voices in favor of jusiice, Lhe
rights of property and of authority, of virtue and re-
ligion, all of which are identified with the suzcess of
his cause; we perform an act of filia] piety by assist-
ing our spiritual Father, Christ's vicegerent on
earth, an act which will bé received by Ohrist ag
done to himself; and we repay to a small extent,
debt of gratitude, due to the Holy See for the in-
numerable benefita conferred on us in past times.
Though the prospects of religion are at present
unfavorable, and tbe horizon is dark and meancing
yet we can entertain no fear as to'the final trinmpb
of the successors of St. Peter. Thereis a God in
Israel who watches over the pastora of his people,
and vindicates their cause at the praper time. Ia
past ages the Popes passed through trials as severe
a3 those to which Pius I[X. i3 now subjected, withaut
suffering any diminution of their power or their in-
fluence. Their enemies exulted as they do now—
crying out—Babylon i3 fallen, the Popedom i3 i en

bell cap never prevail against.it.

Olrist’s Vicar on earth, or. to succeed inpreventing
| bim from communicating'with':his childrea through-
“upderstand - the? greatness of'

streets, disgraceful acenes are enuoted:in “the  thea- |

of. Christ; and endure until the'end of time: »II.,n‘ the'
words of inspiration, **- Whosoever shall fallon; this

:stone -shall . be" broken ; but on-whosoever ‘it shail
fall,.it sball grind bim.to powder.”— Mutt, zxi; 44.

“Héad of their. ‘Church, yet:pratest that they feel”

sympathy.with him ic his present afflictions, ar
gret not to see him. yobbed of his possessions, and
deprived of the means of freely éxercising bis spirit-
ual powers, by being madé’dependent on a hostile
gsovereign. These professing Qathbolics seem to think
it necessary to “despise their own religion.-and ita

Holy:Sée; they lost all their spiritual’; influence, - and’

tenca to any mission froni Hedven, In Ridsia things’

ed to temporal rule, and reduced:to that condition to { of their faith.:. :

faith pure.and bright in the:inidst of darkness and |-

Spiritual Head ,on earth in order that they may be
consideréd liberal and independent by the enemies

Fortunately the manifestations of public feeling in

the Papal power. ‘We'all know what hag* happened | favor of the Pope, which, within the last three years,

were witnessed .in every quarter of -the globe, and
nowhere more than in Ireland—manifestations in
which all the bishops of the world, and the clergy
and laity vied with each other in uagiting—prove

that auch Catholics are so few and uninfluential, that;

they. are - scarcely wortby of public notice. How=

reconciled with the doctrines they .profess, or with
the maxims of the Gospel? Qught they hot to
think sericusly about the position they take, whea
they see themselves in opposition to the -millions of
Catholics who constitute - the Church of Christ, and
leagued with heresy, schism, and infidelity—the
allies of all that is wicked and degradiog on earth?

what religion requires itto be? Can they believe

the words™ of Christ, addressed to thé prince’of tha‘

apostles, and yet proclaim a cold — a pretended
stoical indifference as to the fate and sufferings, snd
the liberty, of his successor and the inheriwor of ail
his power? If they are followers of the Goapel, how
can they become the friends and allios of the Mazzinis
and Garibaldis, aod of the writers of an’infidel press
waging war on everything sacred- in Oatholicity ?7—
Let the professing Catbolic compare his conduct
with that of the early Christians, who were animat-
ed with the purest spirit of faith aod the most ardent
charity. When the Herod of those days cast Peter
into prison, were they slow in manifesting their sym-
pathy for him and their anxiety for his welfare? On
the contrary, they were filled with grief and dismay,
and to prove their filial piety ,to the prince of the
Apostles “prayer,” says the Scripture, * was made
without ceasing by the Church uato God for him."—
Acts, xii, 5,

[ would ulao remind lukewarm Clhristians of the
words of the Redeemer—* Who is not with me i3
againat me;" and *You cannot serve God and
Beliul™ Who the chief actors are, in the present
war against the Pope, it is koown to all: they are
the vntaries of a corrupt world, leagued with the
powers of darkpess. [ apy do not declare against
those enemics of God, they become their allies, pass
into'the camp of Belial, and cease to be tbe friend of
Christ. They deny Christ when they deny Christ’s
Vicar; they no longer have Christ within them
when they cease to feel for his Viear, and repudiate
any connexion with his cause ; and for baving denied
Christ’s Vicegerent hefore men, Christ will deny
them before his Father who is in Heaven.

But it is not necessary to insist on these matters in
writing to you. You, dearly beloved, have repeated-
ly proved for the past, that you do not participate in
the apatby and listlessness of those who are ashamed
to express an interest in their Father's sufferings.—
The enthusiasm manifeste@ in your public meetings,
your protests against the insults offered to Piux IN.
vour generous contribuliens to assist him, constitute
a monument that will record your sentiment to all
future generations. Though you cannot do much in
the present times of distress, yet you will undoubted-
ly do enough te show the vitality of your faith and

your confidence in the promises of Cbrisi; apd the

little you can give, added to the contribntions from
other countries, which are acting with true Christian
piety and geoerosity, will show how you are united
in feeling and doctrine with the Catholics -of the
world,.and secure for vou, your families, and your
conntry, the blessing and protection of the Prince uf
the Aposties, and a constnnt ndherence to the 1rue
faith.

But whether or uot we be able 1o give any tempo:-
al assistance to the Successor of St, Peter, as long az
the sufferings of the Church coantinue, whilst the
gpirits of wickedness appear triumphant, it is our
duty to have recourse to the throne of merey, and to
pour fourth our hearts in fervent prayer, begging of
God to avert the calamities now mpending over our
Spiritual Father, and indeed over the world, “ in all
things taking the shield of faith, wherewith yon may
be able to extinguish all the fiery darts of the moss
wicked one.” Ephes, vi, 16.

It is meet-that in our diffculties we should also
avail ouraelves of the intercession of the most Holy
Mother of God, invoking her a3 the Strength of the
weak, the Consoler of the nfflicted, and the Help of
Christians. May the Holy Virgin obtain peace snd
happiness for the Church and society, presenting our
petitions to her Divine Son, and pleading our cause
successfully at His throne; may the protectora of
the Church and the .special patrons of Rome, St.
Peter and St. Paul, intercede for ns, '30 that being
delivered from the hands of our epemies, we may
serve the Lord without tear, in bolinggg and jusiice
before him all our days.”—Luke i. 74. ‘

The pesce of our Lord Jesus Ohrist, be with vou
all, now and for ever more, :

1 PagL CuLnex, Archbishop of Dublin.

Dublin, Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus, 1862.

IRISHE INTELLIGENCE,
.

TnE BTATE OF THE WEST.—BELMUGLLET.—] have
uo hesitation in siating tha: the greatest wretched-
nesg and poverty which { bave yet witnessed i3 wo be
found amongst the inhabitants of that narrow strip
of land known e3 ¥ The Mullet,” Towards the north
the Mullet i9 about five or six miles wide ; but from
the town of Belinillet down to the southern extre-
mity of the islaud it is very narrow, and at one point
a few small snnd banks alone separate the waters of
the Atlantic, which wash its western shores, from
those of Elly Harbour, a little creek of Blagksod
Bay, on the eastern side. Some stormy night the sea
will probably make a clean breach through this frail
barrier and divide the Mullet into vwo usnequal paris,
Tt is the inbabitants of the southurn divigion of the
island who are likely ro suffer most during the com-
iug spring. 1Isay this, because they are more ou-
merous and contain amongat them a greater onmber
of wretchedly poor persens than are to be found in
other parts of Erris within so swrll a compass. They
are also worse off than the people of any other part

1of Mayo that [ have yet seen with respect to fuel.—

There nre no bogs, or next to nooe, in the district.
Heretofore the people were in the habit of obtaining
their supply of turf from the Island of Achill, but
the dearth of fuel which prevails there also has de-
prived them of that resonrce. The further removed
they are from the mainland the greater will be their
distress ; and that is the position of the inhabitants
of Fallmore, & smnll village at the extreme soutbern
point of the island, the property of an English clergy-

]

man named Palmer, who somg two years ago evicted

nearly. balf the village. The people of this place have -
end ; but their frantic joy was shortlived, and their ! to travel twelve or fourteen miles to buy an ass load |
hopes Boon vanighed, like phantoms of tha night.— | of turf, for which they pay I, beicg treble it price |
The authority of the Pope being necessary -to pre-: in ordirary years.
serve the upity of the Churck, and to bind iis in- ;- tained as well as they can by burning it with bits of '
numerable members together in ove body, and bejog | sticly, old bug seraws, and dry sods from the fenuces :
founded on the infullible word of Christ, the gates of | wherever they can procure any, The condition in:
“The henvens and : which they are reduced for want of. fuel is indeed | dented evén in Irelnnd—the warning voice was not ! assortment, with ‘which’ the coast is strewn.
earth shall - pass away,” says our Divine Master, | most pitiable ; and it must be remembered that these | ouly upheeded, but ita-trnth was stoutly contradicted. ) puper is a printed form, signed for W. Nicol and o’
“but my words shall not puss.” ' (Mark xiii. 31.)— people are not suffering from any neglect of their ! v
The Cburch is the pillar aud ground of truth ; henve own, becnuse there is no.bog mnear them, and they ;
the golid fourndation on whiel- it rests, the rock «f have nlways had to purchase their supply at a dis-
Peter sball be ng lasiing and permanent as the word tanee. In other respects they ajpear te be amongsl

They economize the turf thus ob-

" :Notwithstanding ‘all’ our,reasons for suatainingthe;

pon_the Pope -as  their " Spiritual Father, and:the-
0|
‘and re-:

ever, I.would. ask them whether their apathy can be-

‘Onght they rot to  examine~whether ' their-faith-is:

\‘ fhe " most miserable 'of human  beings. Poverty is
‘rppatent in the furniture of the houses; their patched

by

appeard to-lave 10og
-to-afford.but & poor:p

rain, = Their beds, nsist Of.‘i’;ég?_féyy. t - BCTOE
two.plies of stoned nnd covered..wit bundle -of
-8traw. “The bed clothing is seanty and " of. the ' most

wretched kind, often consisting of an .old thin' quilt;

pig; a cow, or a dopkey. In two'of the houses inmto
which I went men were lying sick, and the fires that

warmtih or'comfort to the poor invalids.:: In snother
bouse # pale. hollow:-eyed woman, having a sickly-
lnoking infant in ber: arms, .and surrounded by.a
troop of ragged, bungry-looking children, addressed
my companion in Irish, with an energy of gesticu-
lation and a fluency of speech that [ am sure “must
Fave been'full of eloguence, for it was the passionate
pleading of a-mother for her children.
panjon told me-{hat she said she and. her children
.would go into.the workhouse, but they would not be
‘reczived unless her husband went in also, and he did
not like to give up the bit of Jand. I thought it wonld'
be 4ifficult 1o fod another community exceeding in
wreichedness of appearance the village of Fallmore;
but I had not proceeded far when m) attention was
dirgcted to & lollection of hovels, such as I should
think is not to be found elgewhere in Irelaud. These
were the abodes built by some of the persons evicted
Troi Fallmore: ™ They are composed of Iarge pieces
of granite found on the beach and rudely placed to-
.gether. The roofs are very nearly flat, and each
hovel i3 Bo low that ap ordinary man cannot stand
upright in it, and-so small; that it csn bardly  con-
tain three or four.persons.at the:same time. In: at-
tempting to enter nnother of tbese extraordimary
dwellings my bead came in unpleasant contact with
8 stone over the doorway, a circumstance which
compelled me to retreat from such a scene of misery,
These peaple each cultivate half an acre or so of
poor sandy soil, from which they have obtained as
much potatoes as will last them for another month
or 8o, After that I do not know how theyare to
exist, for they do not appear to have any stock, and
I am sure they have no money.

Tue Houe or ras Eviorep.~—There is still another
strange assemblage of. buts also situate on the mar-
gin of the ges, about midway between Fallmore and
Belmullet. This place is known as Sebastopol, an
ironical name given to it by the inhnbitants them-
selves, for what reason I am unable to say. The oc-
cupants of these wretched sod cabins (for such is the
materinl of which they are built), had been from
time to time evicted from different properties, They
squntted bere, and rent small patches of land on
which they grow potatoes. They also keep some pigs
and fowl, and the women endeavour by begging to
add to the resources of the family. 1 saw a pit
opened in which one of those fumilies had their po-
tatoes stored. Some of them bad rotted in the pit,
aod the sound ones in genersl were not larger tban
ordinary-sized gooseberries. Your readers can judge
for themselves whether such a crop cro supplr these
peaple with food much longer ? For my part, I have
no doubt that mauy of the persons living in the three
places which Ihave attempted to describe must, if
not otherwise assisted, seek relief withiu the walls of
the workhouse. Most fortuuately, the season, thaugh
wet, has hitherto been mild and favourable. The poor
are getting through the winter much better than counid
have been reasvnably expected in the month of No-
vember. Had we anything like the piercing frosts
and heary falls of suow which prevailed during De-
cember And January, 1861, the sufferings of the peo-
ple in this remote district would have been appalling,
and death in muny instances the jnevitable conse-
gquence. The comparatively warm weather wilh
which we have been blessed have saved us from
witnessing such scenes, and a dry spring and sum-
mer, acecompunied, us wo may anticipate, by a more
thau usual amount of agricultural employment, will,
I trusy, enab e the people generalls to encounter the
fovd-difiiculty with equal snceess. A committee, of
which the Protestunt wnd Catholic clergymen are
the leading members, was formed some time ago in
Belmnullet, far the purpnse of relieving distress, and
they have obtained subscriptions to the asmount of
£70. Up to the present, however, they have nat ex-
pended any of this mouey, thinking it advisnble to
reserve 8l) their resources for the relief of the greater
amount of disiress which they apprehend in the
coming spring.— Saunders's Special Correspondent.

Lonp PLUNRET AND HIS STARVING TENANTS —
With all our knowledge of thiz Right Rev. and Right
‘Honourable person and bis “*antecedents” since the
eldest of the Hannibals was transferred by the living
Hamilcar from the wealthy Deanery of Down to the
richer and more exalted Anglican Bishopric of Tuam,
we confess we were a little surprised on reading the
subjoined letter, addressed to him by the Hon. Secre-
tary of the Tuam’ Relief Committee with reference 1o
the beavy drain upon their fundy for the maintenance
of his famishing tenantry. Will it be believed,—can
it be credited,~is 1bere an Eoglish Peer or Prelate
who will not blush with shame at the fact, that in the
town and guburbs of Tuam there should be one hun-
dred and forty families, tenants of Lord Plunket.—
Protestant Bishop of that wealthy See,~ dependent
for their existence . upon the charity of .their neigh-
bours ?—that of all the sufferers in that neighbour-
hood from the prevalent dearth of food and fuel
(which the jaunty Chief Sceretary could not discover
from tbe side of his jaunting-car), one-fourik have for
their Jandlord a Peer of the Realm and a Prelate of
the Church by law established, who does aotso far
recogoise the * duties of property” as even to contri-
bute to the ebaritable fund by wbich his nnforiunate
tenants are kept alive 7 —and that tbis owner of most
valnable and extensive See lands, infamously plun-
dered from the Church of the nation in evil days,
while he revelsin lugury in his palace, allows his de-
| pendents 10 be saved from starvation by means ¢f an
! eleemuzynars fand collected by benevolent laymen,
| witbout religious distinction, in the town of which he
i i3 rapidly making himself the owner by  stern en-
torcement of the rights of properiy and an utter dis-
regurd of the intesests of families, which bad heen
scrupalously and generously respected by his prede-
cessers—Archbishops Beresford and Trench 7 All
thiz is zo startling to English eyes and ears, that if
the fact werce nov placed beyond the reach of contro-
versy by the entire absence of contradiction or ex-
i'pianation, we own we should have hesitated to eall
{ atiention o the circumstance. But what makes the
"matter more startliog still, and what should, we
i think, be deemed by Lord Plunket as the most dis-
! hononring humiliation that conld befall him, is the
additionai fact that of the charitable fund, upon
whicl the tenants of this Peer, Prelate, and Privy
Councillor are subsisting, a very considerable portion
has been contributed by bis illustrious neighbour-op-
potite, the Archbishop of Tunm. To have {enants in
siach a state of destitution in such a place as Tuam,
and to refuse to contribute to the relief of hia own de-
pendents, to whom we do not hear thal any abate-
ment or remission of rent has been made,~—to leave
them entirely dependent upon ibe benevolence of
others, in A perivd of severe trial and privation, evi-
; dences & state of mind which we are sure there is not
in Eoglaod # man of his cloth, rank or grade, who

would envy.~ Weekly Rezister. :
When.the Catholic Clergy raised the alarm last
antnmn about the partinl failure of the potatoe crop
and the almost entire destruction .of the ordinary
source of fuel supply in various parts of [reland, in
consequenge of the wetness of the summer—unprece-

~q4uainted with the actual condition of tha peasantr

than anyone else in the Kingdom, but to render their rrford News.”

1

‘without any blankets. In évéry bouse I paw either a:

smouldered on the héarth,-could - not -afford muek’

My com-.

end ragged garments, their listless, hopeless, woe-.|ances, lest the admission of their existen
begone aspect.’ ‘Their cottages,.sttuated. close be- | ‘

+timely admoni tion_nugatory, salaried ofiery, -

| gystematically ignore popuiar diaconte:ﬁﬁgla’rvi:“

il

tucb:their:o anquillity and smiles, ::; 1}3311,“ dis.
8vil'e Who reminds -themof. ks, : lt
=~ which-holds it a8 g uy

RFeg e
dBitive'and unquestip "
8} Thirty-ning’ that whntev;lr the Pmr:‘i?set ha
1 bescondition of the peeple in their pg y
‘must;be” dictated by unworthy wotives, . am{) ;"he?
-not be swallowed with any amount of salt, ; oulg
in fall chorng’a: flat denisl that” there: WI;B: puted
distreas or even'any ground to'fear: that therg o
be-any distress. . This-bold tone had jts éﬂ‘ectwmd
itime, -and'when “the . confident ‘assertions of {0”
policemen and prejudiced. journalists Were bp fant
up by the flippant harangues of .the 'Chief-Sec&ckEd
oD his jaunting-car trip along the Weatern anéelt\?fy
thern Coasts, it did not at all surprise ug that o
of our contemporaries and especilly the Timmny
Ahough not remarkable for their leaning mes' gl
‘Landlordism, and on'the other hand alwayg ¢ Irisy
in st_lmul_atmg Britigh benevolence tq rush to &mm
dief of Irish distress, should have takep up the - re.
triumph and coogratulation ‘which iggited fromm];a of
lin Castle, and proclaimed the Priests alarm.my, ub.
and deceivers. Unfortunately for the the poo ngers
santry of Mayo, Galway, Sligo, Donegal Clar; e
the ether Insh counties where peat coustit’utes th o
and potatoes the chief food of the people, the t'ifuel
niators of the Priests were only too sooh'co::‘um.
by overwhelming evidegce of having misreppeg e
the true state of affuirs; and itis now admitted e
hauds that there is in Ircland a fearful Rmo e
destitution and suffering, which mugt int:re;"lt of
scope and intensity ag the year advances, n:g t!hl:a

exbaugteq,

scanly stock of terfand potatoes becomeg
— Weekly Register,

~ What does ‘workhouse relief re L)
those who are compelled to have ;‘ég}.u;',,‘;‘“:o-. To
implies the severauce of every domestic tie—tl it
rifice of all family relations—the complete nbue:nc.
meunt of the duties and feelings which ag pare o
children, they sbould entertain, When the [;;i.nnd
of want compels & family to seek for this relg,_f sfl;"e
must resign their homes, rencunce their .ri L» A
citizens, and appear before the workhouse gE[ehs -
mgnq:cams, begging the beggar's dole. If adm'su ﬂ;
within them, the husband must separate froml E-.
wife, the parents from their children, and oy o
and sisters are torced to bid each other adien '1‘"):a
§0rrows of & parting like this are bitter ang poi na i
in the extreme. Eash feels that division of thifkfnd
increases their common stoek of woes, whije ,_,m.n
and beavier looms in the distance. Fo’r. the waat :];
moral c!asmﬁc_&tmn amongst the inmates exposes 1y
virtuous and innoceat amongst them to lemp-mlicme
which the peculiar circumstances of 1hejr conditio3
rende'r it difficult for them to resist. The frail vin
tim of seduction has her first error stamped in dur::
ble cbaracters ov her soul by the ¢ unfortuyage”
whom want or an unioly aim has led to segk o tem-
porary asylum' there ; and both combine 1o corrupt
the teoder minds of the young and unsuspoc:h;q
amongst their sex, who are thus delivered to a fae
worae than that from which these institutions nre
supposed to relieve them. The chiidren of lionest
parents, reared tu virtuous pursuits, nud taught ibeir
dutms_ to God and man by those who never ﬁ:currod
even in poverty, the shume of u disgracetul decd. n‘rc,
herded with thieves, and associated with those whom
vice claimed from their very infancy ns its own, It
is in vaip that religion seeks by ber infinence to -
ply an antidote to these crying evila. The illjberal
and intolerant spirit of the Poor Law Guardiuns
backed by the English magnates who cunstituie lhé
Board of Commiesiouers, has ever been fruitful of de-
vices to impede the ministrations of the Cathotic
c.haplmus, and iske from the celebration of their
rites that becoming decency and solemni.y with
which, to be duly impressive, they should be invest-
ed For, altheugh the faith of the Catholic Goes not
rest on forms, there is something chilliog in the ap-
propriatien fur the mere day of the diging-ball asa
Temple of the Most High, which tends to lessen re-
spect for the ceremonies performed in it, and 10 im-
press on the minds of the unhappy inmates n seose
of_ inferiority and privation even in matters of rei-
gion. The b!}dge they wear ia humilinting enough
before map—it should not confront them in their ap-
peals to Heaven. Astothe physical condition of
the poor io workhouses, it 15 sad to reflect on it. The
crimioals in our jails ere better haused, better fed,
and Detter clothed than they | and no one who has
ever seen the sickly inmates of these institutions
huddled together in yard or ward, nnd gazed on
their sorrow-stricken and emaciated features, could
help feeling that bunger and sickness are siill per-
mitted to continue their ravages amongst them. The
children are blind or scrofulous, and most of them
sink iuotv an early grave. The able-bodied are re-
duced and feeble, while the old are bowed ta te
earth with & weight sadder and heavier than that of
yentz. Often as the representations of thes- and
vther similar grievances have been made within the
lagt fifteen years, no redress has yet been obtained
for them. The coustituiion of the Board of Cowmis-
sioneis, consigting wholly of Protestants, and, with
one doubtful exception, of Englishmen, nu.d the ypecn-
linr complexion of the Boards of Guardians, in which
projerty 1nfluence is supreme, render any modifica-
tiov in the workiop of the system an impossibility.—
Nation.

Distuess 1N THE WEST.—AL & meeting of Poor
Law Guardisns at_Galwny on Friday, the Rer. J.
‘D'Arey, Vicar, the Rev. Mr. Nissen, a Roman Cuthe-
lie, with Mr. Harrison and Mr. Martin, waited ns u
deputation on the board to confer a3 to the hest mode
of relieving the poor, The following memocandun
was read :—* Relief is given in meal to 1,300 fami-
liee daily, nurabering 6,500 individunls, not includ-
ing sbout 100 families at Claddagh, who are sup-
plied out of the funds, The consumption is two lons
per day, at & loss of £7 being £49 rer week.  Relief
n coal is given 10 765 families each day, at ten tung
per day, at a tusa or £4 103 being £31 10s per week,
of £80 fur meal and fuel. We would require £7 10
a day to sapply 800 families for five weeks, which
would amount ro £257 105" The discussion wns
poztponed for 2 week,

Deary pnoy Svarvamon.—The Galwwy Vindicator
publishes details concerning the deaths by starvation
of two men, James Murphy, in an entry off Lower
Cross-street, and an old man, 70 years of age, in the
Claddagh. An old womaua had come to Murphy's as-
sistance. -She told him to go to the poor house His
reply was “ Throw me out in the sink, there; but
don't bring me to the poor house.” The poor msu
who died in the Claddagh had lived for some duysou
potatoe-skins and water, brought to him by & poor
WOmAN. :

Estraration rrox Ireuasp.—On Monday o largo
number of emigrants, amounting to upwards of fonr
hundred, bound for Cork, en raule to Queensland, left
Tullamore, Geashill, and the surrounding districis
under the care of the Rev, P. Dunne, of Tullnmore.
On their arrival in Qork they were received by the
Rev. M. Quinn, D. D,, of Dublin, and they were con-
veyed by steamer to the  Erin go Bragh” at Queens-
town., The scenes at their depnrture from their ot
tive lowna are described to have been painful in the
exireme. :

L0ss oF AN EMIGRANTSHIP AND ALL ON- HOARD.—
At five o’clock on Friday morning, the 7th instant, 8
large emigrant ship was beat to pieces at Annestowd.
Her deck was .crowded with crew and passengers
It i3 much to be apprehendeqd every ove of them per
ished. From a paper washed & shore, tbe vessel 18
believed - to - be the Indian Ocean, which sailed from
Liverpool for Sydney, Now South Wales, on the 37th

elt. She was laden with a valuable cargo, of gqurr;;

1t conld not be denied that Priests possessed greater ' dted 2nd January, 1861, at Bombay, directing tbe
facilities and better means of hecoming perfectly ac- - commanding ofticer of the Indian Ocenn:to receive
v {ifty bales of cotton

,-and. give. a°bill of lnding.—,Wﬂ'



