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DIARY OF’ 'I‘HE SIFGE e
(l'rom Currexpvnden{s of. Londop J’ournais )

Ct.MP Berore. SeBasToPgL, Angust 20.—=The.
fire which opened at-daybreak '’ Fnday, cootmued:
the whale of.: Saturday: and yesterday; but was' stack- |
ened tlns morning by ‘order. - I should‘not wonder if
it-were ‘to"be'again increased to-night, in’ order to
favor (he progress ‘of.the French worl.s. “I'his Jras, |
aleady | been consrderable, and the French seem duly.
sensible!of . the service our cannonade. has rendered
them. ‘Tt has enabled them, I heard. a - French of-
ficer say on Saturday evening, to doin-four hours:
what -they previously: conld dot “have done in - filteen
duys; T Believe that the’ three days’ fire has enabled‘j
them 1o 'do what they otherivise wolld’ probably tever |
have’ done. '

| Their foreinost “parallél, which had been
bewun nt lhe two enda, could not. he’ completed
owing. to. its,near . proximity .to the Malakofl: As
500N &8 4 gublon was put up.a slorm of projectiles
was hurled-against it and-the ‘working party.: :This
difficulty” hzs now been ‘surmounte, and the extre-
'mities are cannected. ' I understand’ that good pro- |
gresy was, made last night, and that tey me ‘enlarg-
g1 the trench so, as 10 admit of iis containing more
wen.  Opinions are divided as to the plan of “attack
that_.will be.observed. : Some think: that - without
pushing their works beyond the point at. which- they
have new-arrived, the French will give - the ‘assault
and a report is prevalent in our.camp that a. British
division (the ' Laght, it is rumored). will shiare | widh
thiem the peril. and honor.  Others suppose that they
will sap.up;the Malakoff. itself, blow up-the parapet,
.and assault amld the: confusion consequent on-the ex-
plosion.: All this’is mere conjecture. -As far as' I’
have liad ‘an opportumty ‘off ‘observing! T/ think_the-
French:-in¢line . {d ‘the. latter plan.’. "0ii" the | other |
hand, ‘the d\stanee i n‘oh' S0, greatly reduced—:s, in-
" deed; S0 very. short-between:the French® trenches’
and. the Russian : defences, that: p~‘r|oorous assault
’...e}_lght succeed, unless, indeed, tligsmore despond--
inglanti patronsuhat Lhave! heard mdnt
dhe- impregtiability -0 i
Malakoﬂ' should be éven- more than _.reehsed;- A‘t
£he sanie’ ‘tithe, we Tusl not. be; misléd as'io the pro-
bablé amaunt.of resistance; by ‘the -fact’ that; since.
the first day.of the bombardiment,-the . Russian fire
from the Malakofl, and,’indeed; from -all parts of
their line,. has been \veaL as if thieir guns iad- been
silenced by ours, and that the works appear to have
suffered consrderable damage. ' Mute " fhough "the
Mafakoff fay. be, it would not Be: -surprising lf were
we to. assault to-day, our storming parties. nhould
Sind that every gun could still speaL foud enough.—
‘The dearly bought.experience of the: 18th ot June
must not-be rthrown away. *On the other-hand, our,
tfire has been both' severe and well “directed. . That
of the French has been partial, and mich lesssirong
. —and this hiis excited u good deal of comment and’
tonjecture, sofne saying that. there had been a. mis-
undelstandlnw and ‘that the French did nét know
1hey were: expected to back-us with - their batteries.
It is improbable, however; that-there has ‘béen--any
_snistake: Persons there may be-—-perhaps themselves',
too hasty -aiid lmpetuous——drsposed 1o, tax General
Sunpson wilh - over great deliberation’; . but he is ge-
nerally admitted fo he'a ‘safe man, not likely -to fall
info. mleuuderstandmvs, .and one who would ber quite
sire of -what was'to. be'déne- before attempting to do
it. e certainly keeps bis-own: counsel extremely
‘well, and:nothing has tianspifed: of the: plan which.it
i presumed he has for serious operations at a' very
early dite. “Our loss during  the bombardmént  has
nat beei, heavy It was incurred chiefly, on- Iriday,
since. wlm.h .day. no officers liave been: hit;to the, best-
of -my knowledtre, and not-‘many wmen. “Ior hours
together-the Raussian fire’ has:been- very slack, an 0c-'
casional shot - here and there.’ ‘They'szem’ to * consi-

gefd{ in;-as loy)]
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ferices” oT ek

ot ed co-operallon 1o be aﬂorded in tlle shape of a sor-

tie-against our:fght-and-left attack. " All these con-.
jectiires, snppomtrom and beliefs miist be, taken for
what they may be’ ‘worth, whlch is often lifile enough.

‘protracted defence, in which they .gam no ground

weakest -points.
loss 'in the three  days’ bombardment. : The™ in

formation T have obtained convinces me that it does
not’ exreed 200, or, at most, 250 men ¢ hors de
combat” beyond lhe usual average. daily Joss in the
trenches. . Mbis is.very litile, especially- if we bear

{in mind, that:;the Russian-fire on the- first.:day was

really extremely violent. .As to other _damage,: one
or {wo hatteries of our left:attack suffered a litile, as
T told:you in-my last ;. our _right scarcely a:.ythmg

‘As regards the enemy, . we .may reasonably: hope, al-
though we do not too confidently reckon, that we
hase | punished him pretty severely. Although earth-
works take a denl-of hammering ‘Hiefore they show
ils marks, both ‘the Redan and the' Malakoff have a
very battered appearance. We Lave of course no’
means of ascertaining the Russian loss of men. Tt
is believed ihat they sustained a very . considerable .
one on Saturday night. Their fire became extremely

-brisk on that evening. .Our peaple kept up the mus-
ketry against: the Malakoff to protect thie French-
‘workmen, and shells and bougqyets of shells ~were
fiying: all along the lines -from right to left==very,
pretty’ to look at, but uopteasant to, meet.’
night wis dark, ‘and ‘the.oply light. save, that of, he;
burmno' fuses Whlcl! crogsed each cther . in. curves:
acamst the'black sky, and thai of the.Bashes . from.

e a ..Russians were  numerous.in . the.
edaik; Menghog,,a sortiey an;’

‘veniure-out, bit théy: were -received Wit
e Quarries that: théy quickly “ré
ui atterles thresv into’ the Redah

eﬂ'ect ainong ‘the throng~ oI Miiscovites. - The affair.
was brief ; the volléys of musketry were very:sharp:
mdeed and were taken up,-more - or'ul
whole line.. ‘There ' was.also extrem Ly heary ﬁrmg’
on the left, - Altogether the evenipg:was-afi ‘exi
~one, and-the consumpuon of ammunrnom
been” considerable. ' At sunset .on Saturda¥ ‘evenjng
a party of the naval brizade, commanded by Lieu-
tenant Gough, dragzed a 68-pounder up to No. 11
battery feft attack.. - Jack hauled away. with:his usual
good will.and alacnty The Russians fired ‘at him
as he weunt up, but he reached the battery without
casualty, and the gun was put in position. The next
.norning trial was made of it in the presence of Cap-
tain Keppel aid " it was found to bear perfectly on
‘thie mole-head and on the bridge across the creek.—
“The mole-head is a sort of landmv-plate at the left-
hand corner of .the creek, where it “enters - the main
‘harbor, and-+is used by the ‘Russians to land ther
stores from the opposite side. “They will be ‘abliged
to land them- elsewhere in future. 1 nnderstand tlmt
‘tlie Russians have been observed moving about the
heights beyand the valley of the ’l‘chernaya‘ and it
would ‘not be .surprising if another attempt..were to
be made ere long: - They will find us all prepared—
the English army - fall of fight, the French and -Sar-
dinians elated with their recent ‘triumph, and the fast
animated with that’ additional “confidence which ' the
.consciousness of having behaved gallantly ‘and proved
themselves wdrthy of thelr allies .cannot fail to-give
them. . The conviction that we shall render a very
‘handsome : account: of the: Russians whenever they
think proper. to- attack’ us does:not prevent our tak-

der lt‘a’pomt “of ‘Honor to go offin great style on the
first da_)', _al'ter which they run their guns behind ‘the
parapits, cover theii with sand bags, and allow .us;
10 blaze away with little reply.- There are. reporls
that: their men.fight.very unwillingly, and- that there
is"great dtlﬁculty i getting: them:forieard. - This ditk
diol appear-fo be: the ' case’ wrth those who', fought’ ‘the.
other day at the 'I‘clnermya. ,but‘they were douhle-
prlmed with; hr'md), and . moreaver.comprised Mdivi
siong lhat hadjust arrwed.[ ‘Many.of, ihe ‘battalions.
who ;attacked that.day. had not beewsinto. Sebastopol
at, all.. :So.. ot least we.learn:front the: iprisoners,<—
"Lhat those who Jiave loiig: been! defending “thetplice
should-be: discouraged;would:nat : he surprrsmg:;,-,:bu‘t
the. clnef evulence we:have of “it:is: that of 7a *P
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" ;_1a\'e expressed lhetr‘surpnse,- i

been:intended smmltnneouwly with' Ihat.upon ouy: n;,,ht
onitheulih iiistants; nltns‘behevedl ar qnpposerl ‘that?
il | m'rnees'oﬁ tlteltroops prevented the mte =
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tion. The whole of the French Imper:al Guard,
was yesterday marched over to this plateau, and.en-
camped beyond the. Freach semaphore, and all along
the slightly elevaled ridge.that overlooks the ‘valley
of lhe Lelernaya. . 1. do oot-kuow the numerical

. :trenfrth of either the ml’antrv or artillery of -the

Guard bt they form a.very: lar ge hody of men, and
ﬁne-loolnnu- soldiers’ they are. -

wh]eh “compose 1 al strong | force, but 1 did riot see
march'up,’ and opinions’ yary, so ‘much here that

ish cr'en’some French officers, .whom. -asked would - not

venture :m estlmate ol thelr numbers. -1 vwnlked
round-the edge; .of2 theplateau yestérday -:afternoon,

X -md\-they werevall vsnugly. established, - had:‘got” up

the:rll.ltchens, composed of a:few! lragmeuts ‘of-rock

ingaip? tbe scanty st:cks and roots for-‘foel, “others
sktmmed‘the’ marm;zes -soine of - luch emltted

[

:) extremelv sarory ot

Tt would 'not be “at'all surprising, " certainly). if te,| 2
Russians were drscouraged,, heartily wearied of thejr.{ 01

nor_haveé the least “chance of gaining any ; for. oir, |
position is really impreunable, and so they, must- con-!
sider.it, after’ the. severe»repulse of their recent.ate:|
tack .on..what probably. they. ‘considered- one-of-ifs-
-'To return, however, to " onr owg-

Thel'

the)nﬂes proceeded from.some carcases which . the'l-wi
ench "lhrew'from tlme to time to see. what they

-+ belieses 1somess o&.

ess, along: the‘

mg proper precaution, and preparing for their recep-‘

whrch was away to the left, where it was of no. use,

"iere ‘are nine regi-
ments-of” mlanlry and -some  battalions of ' Chasseurs,’

nnd big stones, and, while some strolied about” plck-'

on; ,,,l_g '.suddenly opened,a funous ﬁre, ‘to., which
lhe Russnins warmly -responded,:  General: Pelissier, -
in, lns;open carriage;- With: his andes—de-camp -and
usual hussar escort, passed throutrh the Enghsh camp
ani: Went'up to” Cathicart’s Hnll “The 'fire: lasted
vatil: Bightfall, and “'then difilnished.’ Durmg the
mght there was ot much’ ﬁrmw At m:dnwht it had
- {alnost ceased,‘ and.one saw_ but an occasional . shell
in the (@i AL two a.m.,lorders came-for our -army
to turn tout. - This® was -rapidly done; the troops
‘moved ta; the front ‘to their-usual posmons in such
cases; and remainied there uitil daylight. Itis now
very. early in “the’ mormng, and I have not yét.
been able Lo ascertain the motives of the alert.. It
appears, ; howerer, ‘that the Fresch turned out be-
fore we had orders to do ‘so,.and that then-a line of
televmphtc ‘Jights-:was observed in the Russian posi~
tions, commencing at Sebastopol and running along’
the Inkermnnn hewhts. It'is said that the, “Krench-
got’ under arms’in consequence’of observing a BRus:
vsum lorce tn mohon on the hewhts in questlon. "Va-
rious rumors,are abroad as toits object, but none that
appear to me. worlli repeating. - From the present as-
| pect of ‘affhirs, and notably from the change of place-
of-"the- Imherml Guard, it seéms probable_that the:
Frénch will-operate partn.ularly on the Tchernaya
lirie,” whiere' they, the other day, achieved so brilliant
a succeds, and that the English’. will form . the main.
force, fo-be opposed to an attack. proceedmg,r from-
tlne town. .- The result of.. the action .of the - Tcher-
naya ought to convince the Russian commanders that-
‘itastn:vain for. thém to-assume the aggresswe bt
the " arfival ‘of  {réshitroops  doubtiess “inspires them-
tiew: ;ljopes, —Some -believe that, ~disheartenéd :
tractéd siege and hopeless of the allies® de-:

sisting: from if, they are hk ly'to stake everythmg on"
'ﬁhdeep'éﬁ‘a /i %o’ be opposed..the:

pidipns ha-daubk:- that: he,
besieg 5.in.yarious, ways,.as: - ng:

-_bge;;,r;énorted. who- think - that their determination’is’
faken;: and. the .Malakofl- is-not to-be taken: Be~
- the ‘two opinions -it.is safest to steer a mlddle
course. The oBJect of “the French “in “opening ' fire |
‘the left is still' 'a mystery in our camp, even -in.
‘With respéct to the ” turn-out.

’very high quarters.

&) this mormng. it. appears -that the French gave us
e’ warmnﬂr

The - Russians. were seen assembling to-
wards the right, apparently. with a view.to attaekmg
the same nosmons from which they were repulsed on
the 16th.  They threw up some rockets -as - signals,
and retived. It.isto:be presumed that they expeet-
ed to catch us napping, and; -on- finding themselves
mistaken, thought proper-to ‘abandon their design.—
The enemy conlinves to throw shot at our camp, but
they fall short or on the outskirts, and the damage
they do is-so trifling as not to be worth the ammuni-
tion expended. ~Yesterday evening, during the firing
on the feft, they.threw upiseveral to Catbeart’s Hill.
They are fired from au immense ‘distance (the -Gar-
den Battery;'it is believed,) and of rourse at’a great
elevatigu. " The soldiers amuse themselves with dig-
ging.them out of the grround into. which they plunge
to a considerable depth.-

Aug. 24.—Orders were gn'en this morning that
no officer or maun should. quit the camp. An attagk
is expected, and. the army is on its guard. | Large
bodies of Russians have been seen t6-issue from e
town, and itiis. thought: they.meditate an: onslaught
upon the Sardinians. Tt.nay possibly prove a false:
alarm, lilke-many_ others that we have lately had. On
the 21st; on returning to camp’ from sending off iy
desp'ltch T found-the troops under arms. The' enemy
had been observed in motion on’ the' heights beyond
the Tchernaya. - Nothing gaine of it, nor other. si-
milar recent alarms, but the qui vive 13 becoming
our habitualistate. It isto be hoped this vigilanee
may not be relaxed at the moment when it is: most
needed. ‘The general opinion seems to.be that the-
Russians will.make a second atiempt on the' Teher-
naya-line, combined: probably with: attacks- on’ other
poiats. : It is-thought théy will ‘come on’ in great
foree, and- |t is’ therefore “desirable’ we should’ hnre
strong reserves in readiness, in order that the ul timate.
triumph, on whicl we confidently reckon, may not be
limited to the. recapture of ‘positions_snalched by ‘the

‘first heavy onset.of. overwhelming numbers.: - Sich:
a result would be fess than.we have 2 right: to expect
should the, Russnans risk- a general attack; and:should
no greaterrbe attained the fauit:will be- attributable
to-the: dl\posltwns taken.: Such an 'lttack, promptly
and: vngorously met, ought to' end in’ our’ wrestmg
from the’ foé 'some Solid ndvantave, perhnps‘ ‘
the ‘capture ‘of the Malakof itsel{. Had we- that, we
should quickly be masters of the Redan and the little
At mlght take a’- few ‘days,, to; tanqulsh the.

| reslslanee‘oﬁ'ered by the ‘inner...line ‘of-.delence,, but

ows for éettlmc' thcmselves down in an m-.

, hare ‘some grounds for believing,

and experience as perfectly feasible.

tbe Jssye.of the, contest, as regards the south slde of
Sebastopel would no longer be. doubtful Il' ‘as we
g, the. Russian troopa
are already considerably demoralized, the,loss of ‘the -
Malakoff might so discourage them as, to .throw the .
south side almost . lmmedrattiy into our. hands., Jis-,
capture and the. deslructlon of the ships: would render :
a very large force—in itself a powerful and pumarous
arzy—now, employed in the trenclies dlsposuble for,,
operations elsewhere. . A portlon of :these troops,,
might then, by the aid, of our Heet, be promptly, eon-,
veyed to Eupatoria, where we already. have .20 000
of the best Turks. Suppose we sent off- 40,000 men
say, 30,000 Entrl:sl) and 10,000 Sardinians—leaving
the French to. obserre the north side- of, Sebastopo!
and keep the enemy: in check ‘down, there; we should
thus form 2n. army of between. 50,000 and | 60,000 |,
effective soldiers, which would give an excellent ac-
count of any Russian  army attempting to retreat
northwards. This-plan I know to be.. :considered by -
officers of lugh rank and great. mllltary knSwledge
We have
abundance of transport, plenty of cavalry could be

‘sent, and such a battle: might be fought, such a vic- .

tory obtained,.as:would echpse the; glones even of
Alma and Inkermann 5.for it is to be observed that
even those persons. here who take the “most despond-
ing view of the prospects: of, the siege areas confr- .

‘dent asmen can be of our-arny, driving. before it in

the field even very,superior-forces of the Russians.
And really ‘when one notes the excellent condition of
the traops, and the cheerful, gallant, and loyal spirit
that animates them, ope cannot doubt,that Ahey. would
fulfil these hlgh expectatlons, one. can imaging .np
army, though; it were twice their number, withstang- |
ing their onset, and one reflects with regret on thejr-
bemcr kept here all the summer knocking .their- heads
agamst stone, walls, and against earthworks ‘that are
worse, ‘expending the:r-ener«r:es in . the - wearisome
trench duty, and snghmg in vain: for- mouon and ac- -
‘tion in.the, feld.. We liave still iwo months of,,good
carnpagnrng weather before ingy and,rsve can only‘, ,
hape tliey will:be employed in sucb a way asto afone,
‘in:some degree for the: uriprofitable, manner in-whith -

spring and . summer. have “been jsuﬂ'ere(l to: ghde by

'of . the commanding Generals: as::

We are completely-in the darkias to. thejintentions...
-regards soffensive, .
operatlons. -All,that. we can see is.thatan attack on.,
our lines is expected, and. there our knowledge stope. |
Meanwhile our. artillery and naval. brigade- are far
from idle. . A.number-of old guns have been sunk i -
the carth, and make excellent prachce on the town,
‘sending shells in all directions and. doing considerable
damage. I beliere it is intended to use:up all our old
guns in this way, and to dig up some that Lave been.
buried. The solid 6S-pounder that was lately takes
down to a battery on the left made-an excellent shot
a day. or two agoat the bridge across the creek, over
which a number of soldiers were passing at the time.
The bullet cut the brldge in two, Lilling some. of the .
men, precipitating.others into the water, and sinking .
a barge. .Un the night of the .22nd the sailors got.
another 68-pouuder into No. 9 Battery, Left Attack.
The slings broke on the’ way, and it took some time
and such dexterlty and exertion as none but ‘sailors ,
can display_in-a like degree on such occasions.to get,
the tackle right -again and eomplele the journey.
Unluckily, the acudent took place;. just under fire of
the. Redap, which .opened a heavy. fire of shells on
the party, but Jack, nothing daunted, persisted in his
task,.and forlunately accomplished it without casualty. ,
Great numbers of mortars are comlng up both for us
and for the French, and this gives additional weight |
to the opinion I before told. you was .entertained by
various persons l:ere—notabl} by some of the, Freoch,
staff—that it is.intendedto crush the place under g
prodigious (ire of mortars. There can: Jardly bea -
‘doubt that those are the .most effective weapons we
can employ. agaiust- Sebastopol.. . The vertical fire
which.Sir Howard Douglas ndvocated finds par-
tisans ‘among,all practical men here.. You may.cna-
vert the huge earthworks of the Russian batteries
into masses of i iron. by a horizontal -fire, but - for, that
the enemy- will care little. . Tt is.quite. clear that bis |
inner works, not his'outer ones, are what be reckons,
on, and-only by: a.vectical.fire can ye hope to destroy
the-former. - There.-is - something in-the - wind - this
evening. The; Guards'and . the; Highland; Divisions
were Lo furnish men for the- trenches, and (hese were
actually- paradedtwhen they: were - ‘ordered to “turn in
and hold themselres in readiness: l'or other duty.The
meii “gave -a'smothered ‘cheeras ‘they obeyed" he
order. - Since then I have seen a stnall body of min
from’ 'one of those, two - ‘divisions mnrchmg down
throbgh | the duisk jn the difection of the, trenches. but |
there was, but a company or two, | besrde¢ a worlrrn-r
party.. The'report in/the’. divisions wlnch.,, ceived
this unexpected and unusual arder is that (hey:are to;
be employed Lo repel & Russian -attack on.the line. of

the Tchernaya,,whlther all eyes :appear. to be turned,
in ex;)ectatwo oI' vvork Tbe French were: under;




