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AN ELOQUENT SERMON BY FATHER

o
e

BELANQER, O.P.

Cons'eérauon of Catholic Citizeus to the

Blessed Virxin Mary—Blessing of
- "'the Monument of Our Lady
Y.7» - ot Good Help.

'Seldom has Montreal witnessed as im-
posing & ceremony as that which took
place in Notre Dame Church on Bunday
last. The vast temple was thronged
with citizens, the decorations were in
accordance with the occasion, and the
presence of his Grace Archbishop Fabre,
who pontificated, added & special eclat to
the magnificent scene. The two grand
features of the celebration were the con-
secration of the Oatholic citizens of
Montreal to the Blessed Virgin, and the
maaterly sermon preached by the Su-
perior-General of the Dominican Order,

Rev. Fatter Belanger. Immediately
after the Gospel, Rev. Core Deguire as-

cended the pulpit and read the following | a4

touching address to the Mother of God—
Our Lady of Good Help:

In the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

In this solemn moment you see

athered at your feet, O Lady of Good
ﬁelp. an immense crowd of people from
the city and from the country. O, Mary,
they are your children, who have come
in countless numbers to this new monu-
ment erected in thy honor by gratefui
hearts. Descending from the Christian
hercesa and martyrs who fertilized the
soil of this new land with the blood of
their veine and the sweat of their brow,
they are happy to renew, on this solemn
occasion, a consecration which was made
by their forefathers 250 years ago. At
that distant day, generous svuls conse-
crated to thee, O Mother of Good Help,
this city which was then still in its
cradle, and in order that ithe remem-
brance of it might never pass away they
gave the city thy august name: it was
oalled Ville Marie and thon wert from
that day and forever honored as the pro-
tector of the metropolis of Cansda and of
the whole country. .

Accept, O Mother of the Canadian
people, our sincere and everlasting con-
secration. Bless us all : May thy open
arme allow to fall upon thy children
kneeling at thy feet the blessings which
they hold so abundantly. Spread thy
blessing not only on the faithful present
here, but also over all the pastors who
enlighten them and guide them. Obtain
for our Holy Father the Pops, for our
Archbishop, for all the clergy, and for all
the faithful of this city and archdiocese,
treasures of exceptional blessings, that
we may walk firmly in the path of right-
eousness and of duty, and that we may
safely reach eternal happiness. Amen.

A MAGNIFICENT AND TOUCHING SERMON.

The Rev. cure of Notre Dame, after
the usual announcements, introduced the
famous Dominican orator, Father Belan-
ger, of France. There is something very
Imposing in the presence of this man,
and the graceful and attractive garb of
his order rendered still more effective his
apf:earanoe in the pulpit. But it was
only when he commenced to speak, or
rather when he had entered fully upon
his beautiful theme, that greatness of the
speaker became really apparent. What
a glorious tribute to the Mother of Christ,

to the Refuge of Sinners, to the Queen of |

Angels. He opened by a comparison be-
tween s people and the giant flow of a

reat river. Both must be traced to
theif sources if we are to know them.

When one goes back to the birth of

Montreal he finds that the people of this
city were consecrated to the Blessed
Virgin Mary. That feeling of ardent
faith characterized the origin of the
Canadian people. And as a river cannot,
without drying up, be separated from its
souroe, 80 was it true that the Canadian
people could not without danger to
themselves forget the religious traditions
of the past. .

But in every natlon, even the moat
faithful, there is always a latent germ of
infidelity and of doubt. In the eyes of
those who doubt and. of those who do
not believe he would endeavor to justify
the extraordinary devotion of Catholics

- to the Blessed Virgin Mary, in order that
those who believe might never hesitate
to confesa theirfaith, Hexé the preacher

Sulpice.
bute of admiration, of co

of admiration, and they have been
charged by those who dissent from them
with having lowered their religion by
displacing God Almighty to give the
first place to & woman. Oh, it is quite
true that Catholic orators and Oatholic
artists have exhausted all the resources
of their genius to express their love and
their admiration for Mary. But were
they not justified in doing so by God
himself. During centuries the Creator
prepared this most perfect of Virgins,
and when she appeared in the world He
gaid : I will make this daughter of my
intelligence and of my heart my spouse.
And when she consented He was not
satisfied with loving her as a father and
a8 5 spouse, but said: Tbat I may love
her with all the power of my heart I will
mske her my mother. Could men be
acoused of having too much love for
Mary when God himself had given her
sach honor?

Catholics have faith in Mary. They
dress her as all-powerful, not because
she is such in herself, but because of
the power of her prayers. They call her
their mother because as the Mother of
God she is the mother of all the children
of God.

Catholica render a tribute to Mary by
trying to imitate her,becanse she should
be the type of all Christian women Let
the Canadian people remember this and
beware of those women who, under the
guise of literature, would throw away
the simplicity of Mary. .

The peroration was a glowing tribute
to the virtnes and perfections of the
Bleesed Virgin, and at the same time a
stirriog appeal to the women and the
men of Montrea! to honor the patroness
of the Island by imitating her and by
Blacing entire confidence In her limitless

ounty and love, Rarely bas such a
grand sermon been ever heard in our
city.

AT THE BONSECOURS CHURCH,

Iu the afterncon the inauguration of
the monument of Notre Dame de Bonse-
cours took place. The service was wit-
nessed by thousands of people, the crowd
completely filling not only the streets
around the edifice, but the windows in
the adjoining bnildings, and the dyke
held bundreds of others. Vespers was
sung in Notre Dame, and after this the
procession was formed. It consisted of
Archbishop Fabre, surrounded by the
clergy of his household, the students of
the Montreal college, Jesnit college and
the Mount 8t. Louis cadets in uniform,
the Salaberry and Ville Marie Guards,
sections of the St. Jean Baptiste and
other societies. A platform was erected
near the river opposite the monument
which was occupied by His Grace and
attendants., Two united choirs, number-
ing about three hundred voices, first
gang a canticle, after which the Rev.
Father Leclair, Cure of St. Jean Baptiste,
delivered an eloquent address. He first
spoke of the pleesure afforded in wit-
neasing such an immense throng of the
faithful, who had turned out to witness
the religious ceremony. Montreal, he
claimed, with its grand commerce and
substantial buildings,was a most religious
city, in fact there was no other that
equalled it. The reverend gentleman
then gave a history of the founding of
the Bonsesours church, — * Bonsecous
which was, Bonsecours which is, and Bon-
secours which will be forever.” The res-
toration of the present building, he said,
waa started a year and a half ago by
Abbe Lenoir and 18 now completed. It
was in 1657 that the firat building was
erected. It was & wooden astructure 30
by 40 feet, and was built ' through
the efforts of Sister Bourgeois, who in
the early history of Ville-Marie went
from house to house educating the child-
ren religiously and otherwise. An edifice
became necessary and Governor Mai-
gonnenve granted a tract of lJand and the
first church was built, the foundations of
which still remain. This building was
then about 400 feet from the city proper,
and although of wood was considered an
edifice of great dimensions. In 1673 this
building was replaced by one of stone,
and two brothers, named Denis and Lonis
Lepretre, presented a small statue of the
Virgin, about eight inches long, made. of
wood, which for yeara had been an object
of particular veneration. The benedic-
tion of the new chapel was August 25,
1676, In 1764a disastrous fire swept over

Catholics render to Mary a triple tri-
dence and of
imitation. They render to her a tribute

perfect order. The church was rebuilt in
1775, and was 102 by 46 feet ; this build-
ing still remsins. -

. Archbishop Fabre then gave his bless-
ing toall present and to the city, followed
by the conseoration. His Grace next en-
tered the building and bleased the monu-
ment. The proceedings terminated with
the ainging of the * Magnificat.”

IN MUNSTER'S 'VALLEY.

Beautitui Iniusosrra With Its Plotar-
eeque Soenery and Historlc Spots.

“T.M,” in T, P. 0'Connor's London
Sun, writes as follows :

I have never met the name of the
placein my gnide book., * Personally-
conducted” tourists follow the familiar
paths worn by the footprints of thou-
sands of their predecessors, and never
trouble themselves to think of what ma;
lie at the other side of the steep hill
around whose base their train plods and
puffs its tiresome way. The valaable
agents who accompany them never
heard of it ; and, though the more self-
reliant traveller, who declines to a:low a
limited liability company to chalk his
his path for him and regulate his menn
and the hour of hls meals, may pass
olose by, he goes atraight on to more
famous and less aitractive scenes, and
misees & combination of sylvan beanties
which would fondly haunt the memory
long after more showy places were for
gotten, and the sina of the writers who
deluded him Into visiting them forgiven.
I know that the stranger’s heedlessness
may be less misleading than the native's
prejudice. But in these holiday times,
when the steps of g0 many pleasure
seekers are turned towards the Fmerald
Isle, there is not one amongst them who
cannol very conveniently visit the local-
ity I refer to and judge for himself, To
the traveller bound for Munster’s sunny
valleys I would say : “ Visit the Blarney,
and then ask someone—priest, peasant
or policeman—how to go to Inniscarra.”
To some the name is not wholly un-
known. An event in that far-away vale
in Ireland may have had no inconsider-
able share in shaping.modern Euglish
political thought. Charles Bradlaugh
was & man whose influence on his gen-
eration has not yet, perhaps, been prop-
erly appreciated. In his youth he wore
the Queen’s uniform and served her
majesty as & private soldier in the big
military barrack at Ballincolig, hard by ;
and it was while assisting as a private
soldier at an eviction in Innisoarra dur-
ing the terrible famine period he first
imbibed that sympathy for Ireland and
the Irish which was really one of the
dominating traits of his character, But
my Irish readers will associate Innisoarra
with another and remoter episode.
The greatest * geparatist” of the
past seven hundred years was not the
Scoto-Englishman, Mr, Gladstons, nor the
Irish Saxon, Mr. Parnell, but a Celt of
the Celts, Hugh O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone
by En%hsh patent, and chief of the Hy-
Nialls by popular election, who flourish-
ed, fought, conquered and failed in “the
spacious times of great Elizabeth.,” For
many years this Celtic warrior held the
land of Ireland against the- best and
bravest armies that the great English
Queen and her greater ministers could

ut into the field. Dublin, Cork and a

ew other walled towns remained in the

hands of the invaders; but O'Neill was
master of nireteen-twentieths of the
country, and when, in A,D. 1600, he
chose to display his power and to consol-
idate bis forces by marching in triumph
through the heart of the island from
Donegal te Cork, he chose Inniscarra as
his final camping place; and here, on
the banks of the winding Lee, he held
semi-regal court for three weeks, and re-
ceived the “disaffected” sonthern chief~
tains of the old race, Thus Inniscarra,
like hundreds of Irish districts even
more remote from the ken of *the
ordinary tourist,” has memories and as-
sociations of its own which ought to in-
terest many outside the comparatively
limited cirole aware of ita existence,

Bat if the outside public have not yet
appreciated this delightful valley, those
who have been lucky enough to know it
from earliest childhood have not been
equally ungppreciative. Generations of
versifiers—purely “looal poets”—have
celebrated its beauties in rhymes more
or less uncouth, Very familiarata time

~ .

the little etatue was fonnd inthe ruins in

menced after this fashion': -

And sure you may through the world wander
As far as Cork or Doneralle,
And ind 1n nowhere a spot eqnal
- The Lee’a sweet valley—my native vale.
For peace and plenty and nature’s beaunties,
And charming girls, too, by the score,
There’s nanght can touch old Inniscarra—
If once you come thers you'll go no more,
Even mora enthusiastic was the “poet”
to whom posterity—in Inniscarra—owes
this lyrical gem :
Och ! bother your lakes of Killarne,
Your smmgon and Glant s Osnu%'ay H
Don't talk about London or Blarney,
Or anywhers over the say.
'Tis only in old Inniscarra
WhOro (e Lae windsss stemlert oonay
ra a8 &1 ATTO
And whiskey’s good all thegyear roand. "’
I would not advise the prospective ex-
plorer totake the bard’s word as to the
quality of the very mnch taxed moun-
tain dew. To the credit of the singer, it
must be remembered, however, that his

homely distiller worked at will, and
when 8ir William Harcourt troubled not
the concoocters of ardent liquors.

Really, the district is one of those
neglected places with whose beaulties
those who travel for rest or health should
be far better acquainted. Holiday mak-
ers are generally too lethargic to depart
from the old familiar grooves. In seek-
ing for innocent pleasare, as in the
more serions business of life, a little
more energy and enterprise would
not come amiss. There are hundreds of
looalities in Fogland which those
who know the lake conntry well
might visit rather than Winder-
mere. There are sylvan beauties in
Ireland which oan f{avorably compare
with Connemars and Killarney. In this
secluded valley on the Lee the blase city
toiler will find rural loveliness in every
shape and form. A broad river, unsul-
lied by contact with the contagion of
towns and cities, flows between meadowa
as green as any even in the “Emerald
Isle” The brawling atreams are bright
a8 orysatal ; the woods &ll around are now
a8 green as the meadows, albeit they are
older than the Norman Conquneat ; while
beyond the black bare hills shut in the
view and impress the casual visitor with
a sense of his complete seclusion from
the striving world without. Above all,
he will there find the Celtic nature un-
spoiled and undefiled. The people are
hoepitable. Even the fierce poli-
tioal struggles of this generation have
not removed some of those traits of
cbaracter which rendered the Irish
peasant unique in other days, and which
some of their most thoughtful friends
wished to modify rather than obliterate,
And all the Celtic imaginativeness ia still
there. The banghee wails when a mem-
ber of “an old family” departs; the
wild phooka horse conveys unwilling
riders over unimagined distances at mid-
night ; and the merxy fairies, the “ good
people” of popular fancy, hold joyous
revels in their favorite dells when the
moon sheds its soft light over all, and
when the mortals who might profanely
intrude on their mystic gambols are at
rest,

BENEDICTION IN THE FRANCIS-
CAN CHURCH.

In order fo promote the devotion of
the faithful to 8t. Anthony and to help
them to gain the indnlgence, the Blessed
Sacrament will be exposed on every
Tueeday in the Franciscan Caurch from
two o’clock in _the afternoon until seven
o’clock, when Benediction will be given.
_an

- Forty novices took the final vows last
week in the Notre Dame convent, Balti-
more.

-—

Mies Helen Martin, daughter of U, 8.
Senator Martin, of Kansas, entered the
novitiate at 8t, Mary’s Oatholic academy,
Leavenworth, She recently became a
-convert to the Oatholioc Church,

o

Reports from Spain state that Sr. D.
Rafael Gaoriary Alvarez, director of the
Institute for Secondary Education, died
in Granada, after having publicly abjured
his errors. He filled in the Masonia
lodges the_office of sovereign grand in-
spector, and degree of the Grand Orient
of Spain, and venerable of the Lodge
“Lux in Excelsis” No. 7, and of the
Chapter of Prince Rose Oross, Mariana
I’mﬁ:, No. 61. Hiz conversion has
cau

harp was strung at a time when the

caused a great sensation in the lodgen.
throughout Spain.‘g R
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