THE TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC CHRONIOLE.

. CORRESPONDENCE.

Competent Teachers.
T the Edilor of THE TRUE WITNESS.

DEARS1R :—The gratitude of all friends
of youth is due to you for your educa-
tional system. :

Permit me, through your columns, to
call attention to important phase of the
School Question, i.e., the Competence of
Teachers. How do our teachers, lay and
religious, stand when viewed in this
light ? Are they learned? Are they ex-
perienced ? 1 fearlessly apswer, with a
grounded knowledge of what I advance,
thut in too many cases they are not!
If the worth of teachers is measured by
the ridiculously simple test to which
they are put to procure an elementary or
even & model diploma, I say they are
well enough, aye, and too well paid.
How many of our representative men
have ever been present at 1here examin-
atinns, and analyzed what sum of know-
ledge is necessary to obtain license to
teach ? Would it not be possible for the
True WIiTNEss to find out and publish
the Teachers’ Examination questions,
which boys aud girls just leaving school
answer without the least difficulty? Were
this done the public would soon perceive
the need of reform. If teachers were
subjected to a severe and thorough test,
one-half of those who now occupy posi-
tions for which they are certainly un-
qualified, would be obliged to give place
tocompetent men, and what profit would
not education derive trom such a change!
Then there would be less slashing, less
degrading punishments, less fulse ideas
planted 1n youthful minds ; the door of
the profession would be closed to men
who have failed at everything else; our
teachers would be what they should be-
lesrned men, and they could then claim
a higher remuneration for their arduous
and thankless labor.

This, huwever, can never be, so long as
the examiners of our teachers possess
but a superficial knowledge, and conse-
quently dependent upon their books in-
stead of their brains, in conducting
diploma examinations. The educational
department throughout is too much
swayed by influences entirely foreign to
the welfare of our children.

It is high time that in selecting those
whose task it is to sculpture the beart,
mind and soul of youth, more attention
ware given to those lines of the poet :

" Worth makes the man, and want of it the
ellow ;
The rest is all but leather and pranello.”

In a future communication I shall, Mr.,
Editor, with you kind permission, treat
of the competency of our religious
teachers.

Thanking you for space in your esti-
mable paper and wishing you siccess in
the crusade you have so generously un-
dertaken.

1 am, sir, ycnurs traly,

A SUBSCRIBER, 3

‘What are the Dutles of Schoo! Inspect-
ors?

To the Editor of the TRuE WiTNESs :
Dear Sir,—T'wo weeks ago, I briefly

vnumerated the “Duties of School In-
gpector,” as luid down in the “Schoul
Act.” This week, I shall speak of the
performances of those duties, If the cut-
rent reports of many of the teachersof
Montreal are reliable, and I have no
reason to dispute their truth, some of
the fundamental princlples of that “Act™
are more than disregarded. It is too
much to expect, mnch less todemand by
“Act,” any of our School Inspectors to
lecture ;and instruct young aspiring
pedogogues on the theory and practice
of teaching ? Why ? it may be asked.
Echo, answers Why?  And’so with re-
gard to reporting on the methods and
qualifications of teachers. Here, I must
be understood to mean the genuine
teacher, in contradistinction to the mugh-
reom growth of that name.

. Again, let us suppose ; we need not say
1t has gver happened—but just let us
suppose : such .things are within- the
range of the possibilities; the Govern-
ment Ingpector and the Local Buperin-
tendent, visit one of our average English
sohools, officially. We' will further sup-
pose the pupils to be of the sterner sex,
and the teachers of the same gender.

~These masculine creatures are not so
easjly frightened and excited as the
weaker sex. are. The presence of those
officials has no terrors for them, as is
often the case with the Jatter. To our
supposition : the gentlemen in question,
first ask for, and note down what they
. -call the “statistics” of that school ; and-
. poy other)nformation requiring a merely

verbal answer; anon, they listen to the
teachers questioning, and perhaps, teach-
ing their respeciive classes ; this, until
they become apparently satiated ; now
they fall into a friendly chat—always
solto-roce ; this pending the progress of
the examination—they never presume to
examine one of those classes themselves
—perhaps, for good and prudent reasons?
Now, strange to say, after their friendly
chat, and the impression made on their
absent minds, they are able Lo report : on
the state of education in that school, the

ualifications of the teachers, and their
literary and scientific attainments. The
position of Inspector, under the sup-
posed circumstances, is a * soft thing”—
a veritable sinecure. And so it i3, in-
deed, for none of them are two whole
months employed out of the scholnstic
year of fen months. There are many
other little idiosyncrasies in this game
of playing “School Inspector,” that
might be mentioned, but the foregoin,
will illustrate the toil, hardships, an
increasing studies those men must un-
dergo to enable them to draw their hard
earned salaries. It is a pity to say, still
it has got to be said, that these little
aberrations on the part of Inspectors,
whether commissioned or would-be, are
open to public ctitivism, apart from con-
demnation and call for immediats
reform. Why the ‘“Local Superin-
tendent” accompanies the Govern-
ment Inspector on his city rounds of
school inspection is not very clear.
Their inseparable companionship on
these occasions has given rise to
much speculation and not a little con-
troversy. Some people have been un-
charitable enough to say, there is & two-
fold reason for their companionship :
First, the Local Superintendent, acts as
vensor and regulator of the latter'sreports
with greater treedom thus ; being jealous
of anything in the shape of & report plac-
ing any other school in standing above
the Plateau : Second, it is said he accom-
panies him for the purpose of picking up
the best things he can find in the schools
ontside his own ; just as the Plateau
Academy requires annual proping to
keep it from topling over ; so thesystem
requires annual patching from the best
material to be got in other city schools
to prevent it going to pieces from its own
inertia. It was thus reasoned by a Rev,
gentleman of the West End, when he
requested of Local Superintendent by
letter, to remain at homeand placesome
braips in the schools under his own con-
trol, declaring that his absense from his
schools on examinatinn days, would exalt
him immeusely in his (the Rev. Gentle-
man's) estimation. Thereceipt of such
a missive ; coming from the distinguish-
«d quarter it did, must have been gall
and wormwood to my friend’s cup of
happiness.

Not to encroach on space I will reserve
for another week the continuation of
this subject. K.

To the Editor of THE TRUE W1TNESS :

DEAR Sik,—In your last week’s issue,
under an article headed ** Free Libra
ries,” you mention oune already in unse
for Catholics. 1 presume you refer to
The Sacred Heart Union Library, and if
50, [ would beg to state, for the informa-
tion of your readers, that this library 18
free to atl, Catholics and non-Catholics.
It is open for men on Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday evenings, at 8 p.m.; and
for ladies on Friday and Sunday after-
noons. A catalogue of the books con-
tained in the library can be obtained
from the Librarian for 5 cents. Asthe
promoters of this institution are anxious
to extend its influence, T wounld ask all
who may read this letler to kindly make
it known to their {riends, and thus aid
in introducing good, sound, wholesome
literature into oor city homes

. H. J. C

To the Editor of Tsg TRUE WiTNESs:

DEeAr SIR,—Permit me to call the at-
tention of your readers, to what seems
to me avery mistaken course, on the
part of many of our parishioners. I
think that a person ghould be as atten-
tive as possible to the services and offices
conducted in his own parish charch. For
gome reason or another, I notice that a
number of our worlhy citizens are con-
tent with keeping inside the strict limit
of the law, and of going to their own
church merely at Easter time. As a
rule they attend other churches every
other 8unday of the year. 1 do not
think it right that (taking. St. Patrick’s
se an example) the people should avoid
their own church to go hear Mass at

other churches. Some claim that it is

[

nearer to go to the Jesuits, or to other
places of worsbip ; some give a8 a reason
that they find the singing more attractive
in oniside churches. My idea is that
many think it more high-toned. 1 may
be wreng. Ifso, I would like to have
the question, spoken of in the TRUE
WITNESS, in order to be put right myself,
and to obtain the real reasons (if any
zood ones exist) why people don't go to
their own church. I may add that hun-
dreds never hear & sermon in their own
language, except at Easter. This cannot
be right. Yours truly,
A PARISHIONER,

Te the Editor of THE Trur WiTNESs:

Dear Si1r,—In connection with the
Federal Civil Service pension fund, will
you allow me, with yonr usual kindness,
& few remarks on a grievance and its
remedy.

Quite & number of officials die aiter
contributing to that fuud for 10, 15, 20
yeas, and even a longer time, without,
of course, deriving any benefit therefrom,
leaving widows and children nuprovided,
a8 the law does not make any provision
for the latter.

Now, then, do you not think that as a
matter of jnstice, thnse official should,
at their death, have the satisfaction and
consolation to know their families will
not be thrown adrift on the world’s mercy
and charity, but participate, to a certain
degree, in the pension fund, and thisis
the suggestion I beg humbly to make :
Grant to the widows the peusion which
the husbands would be entitled tu at
their death for a period extending from
five years and more according to aver-
age; the average of the time during
which pensioners draw pension could be
established by official returns, and be a
basis for settling the widows’ pensions.

I can understand that officials drawing
large salaries are in a position to lay
aside & certain amount for the fuiure
welfare of their families, but I must say
that for those io the yearly receipt of
$600 and $700, and even $800 and $900,
that fact is utterly impossible, when yon
sonsider the high rate of the necessaries
of life, schooling of children, etc.

May I trust yon will entertain favor-
ably my view and give to a just cause
the influence of your powerful pen and
all the weight your benevo’~nt heart can
bring to bear on the subject 7 A3

S —
HON. JOON COSTIGAN.

ASplendld Banguet and an Able Specch.

The oitizens of St. John’s, N.B,, lendered the
Hon. Mr. Costigan, Minister of Inland
Revenue, Iast week a grapdbanquet |n
that oity. It might be called a non
political gathering, since those who
took part therein, were all admirers of
the honorable gentleman, and were of differ-
ent oreeds, nutionalties and political stripes.

n the course of the evening, as was expected,
Hon. Mr. Costigan delivered g speech. It was
{ndeed an able and careful statement of the
position vocupled by the government and the
pbligations of & minister of the crown. We

A Coradlanl Wish.

Rumors are agarn current about the
retirement of Sir John Abbott from the
Premiership of the Dominion Cabiret
and the accession of Sir John Thompson
to that responsible position. Many
changes will, no donubt, tike place in the
personnel of the administration, and
room will be made for the mfusion of
new blood. On more than uvne oceasion
we have expressed the hope that Mr.J,
J. Curran Q. C., M. I, should be given a
cabinet oftice. We take this opportuni-
ty of reiterating that hope. Mr. Curran
is a representative Irish Catholic not in
a provincial, or any other nareow sense,
but as one who has earned and who en-
joys a Daminion reputation.—Toronlo
Cutholiz Weekly Review,

[~ S —
Xocoleslasticrl Appointments

His Grace, Archbishop Fabre, has
made the following appointments: Rev.
F. X. Leclerc, Almoner of the St. Jean
de Dien Asvlum, vicar of the foreigu
vicariate No. 3. Rev. J. 8 Theberge,
pastor of Varennes, viear of the foreign
vicariate No. 13. Rev.I’.Derome, curate
of the 8t. Edmund Mission. Rev. Abbe
Lebel, curate of St. Vincent de Paul, of
Montreal, Rev. A. Quesnel, curate of
St. Scholastique.

Notre Dame Church.
On Sunday vespers as usual were sung
at 3.30 p.m, In the evening, at a quarter
past seven, the young Iadies’ retreat was
opened.  Throughout the three days
{Monday, Tuesday and to-day) Mass at
S a.m. ; and Rosary, Sermon and Bene-
diction at 7.15 p.m. To-morrow morning,
at seven o'clock, the general connnunion
for the young ladies will take plece, and
the retreat will close to-morrow evening
at 7.15, with a solemn Benediction.

—_———————————

We clip the fullowiig trom Trath; it
is quite in accordance with Lubby'sstyle.
There is considerable ¢ruth in it, and a
little tingé of ignorant bigotry, as the

last remark evidences:

«Mr, Beaufoi Moore, on behalfl of the * Anti-
Papery Association,’ sendy me 8 copy of &
petition 10 the Queen agalnst the appointment
of Alderman Knill as Lord Mayor. In sodo-
Ing he observes that *1 shall no doub! make
snch remacks as the gonius of my paper dlo-
fates.’ The genius nf my paper has already led
me to say that Mr. Moore and his friends aro
making themselves supremely ridiculous, and
tnfllcting the utmost tujury upon the oause
wiich they have al hearl. After reading thia
petition and thie reports of the procesdiugs at
the Memoria! Hall last week, I have come to
the cunclusion thar Mr. Moore 18 secretly in
league with the Paplsts for the purpose of
making the name of Protestrntism stink in
the nastrlls af sll right-minded persona; and 1
should not be surprised to learn that he s real-
ly the new General of the Jesuits in disgulse.”

—— i —————

The second number for November of ‘“Arca-
dig” i5 to hand. It is impossible toglve [1un|.
annlysis, or even a synopsis, of all 1t contains.
We would Tecommmend every one ofour readers
—especially thoee who have a love or admira-
tion for musle, art, or literature—to secure
that most valuable publication. It is exeep-
tional {n tone, exact in information, and inter-
esting to the highest degree. It 14 not veces-
sary Lo bea profersional in order to Rppreciate
the tine arta, The man or woman who is not
stirred by musie, charmed by art, or enter-
talned by lofty literature, isreally to he piitied.
s Areadia” 15 a boon not only to Montreal, but
to all Canada; and ¥its Infuence s not elreim-
serlbed by the i mits of our Dominion. If any
one person, in the realm of Canadian leters,
deserves high credlt (or his energy sud enter-

1ake the following synopsis of the rddress from
the St. John's Sun:

“‘'The minister heartlly thanked tha citizens
for the bonor pald him. He saw around the
bnard gentlemen occupying promlnent posi-
vlons in the mercant!.e and menufacturing life
of the oity, and gentlemen who from thelr posi-
tlon are nat always 1o be found around fastive
boards of the character of this evening. In
the past thirty years he had been engaged in
some important ighte. He was also pleased
to meat, irrespective of party or creed, gentle-
men of this eity, and ho felt such meetings
were whonlesome. There 18 one present to-
night, and his presence carries me back toover
thfr&y vears, agentlaman whom be esteemed
and wbom every New Brunswlioker should
honor. Tt was indeed a pleasure to him tofind
8ir Leonard here, and he might add when he
antered the gabinent of the Iate Bir John Masaec-
donald hedild #o with the full apProvs.l of Sir
Levunard, and ap 10 the time of hig retirrment
to accept tha pusition of lieutenant governor,
they worked along in perfect harmony togeth-
er, The mecting was non-political, but there
was one question he never feared to touch, and
that was the pulicy of live and let live. He
had full confidence in the great Protestant
heart of this country. Of courss there might
be mistakes in asection or distriet but there
18 no reason why the couatry should be govern-
ed by a religjonscry. He did not care what a
man’s religion 1s. All should llve in peace Rod
harmony together and all good Christians
should do this, Givehim a good Protesiant,
one who lives up to theteachings of his chureh,
and he will point out a good, law-ablding citi-
zonsg ; give & gnod Catholic one who lives up to
the rules of hls church and the countryin
which he lives, and he would potnt out a gnod
Iaw-abidingoltizen. 1n this country we should
all ivein and harmony. Thare should
be no religtous strife in this counntry—it should
be frowned down by all the better olass of pso-

le and ail should live i pwace and harmony

%et.her. The Globe had asked him to tel! the
public sometbing about the Mauitoba school
question. He would consent. The minority
of Manitoba had taken an appeal in the case to
the privy council and until that body had given
a decision the Globe - ought not to think any
minister ass enongh to
that decision wes given it 'would be lime en-

ough for the government to take its stand and
anpounce 1t8 decislon -

ve his;opinion. When |.

prire, and substuntial encouragement in his
work, that person s certainly Mr. Joseph
Gottld, the editor of our first aud best high
standard publieation, ** Arcadia.”

ANTIL
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DISEASES Y |
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\VERY HUMOR OF THE SKIN AND BCALP
of in{ancvy and childhood, wh: ther torturing
diafiguring, {tching, burning, ecaly, crusted, pimply or
blotohy, with loss of halr, and svery lmpurity of tb
biood, whother simple, scrofulous or hereditary, in
edily, raonomi:ally and permaneatly cured by the
8;:00“ REMRDIES ,consisting of CUTIGURA, the g eat
Skin Cure, and CUTICURA SoAP, &n exqulsite Skin
Purifler and Be:utifier, and CUTICORA RBBOLVEKT, the
Rew Bloud and Skin Puritor, and greates of Humar
Remedies, when the best phyeicians and all ather
remedies fall. Parents, save your « hildren years of
menta! and physice! euffering. Becin now. Delayn
are dangerous, . Cures made tu childhood are por-
manent.

So d everywhere, Price, CUTICURA, 760 ; HoAr, 36c
RE30LVENT, 8L.60, Prepared by tho Portea Drua AND
CuxsicAL CORPORATION, BOSTON, M ass,

Sand for **How to Cure Skin and Blood Diseases.’

£ Baby'a Bkin snd Sealp purified aud boaut]- "%
o -fled by CUTICURA BOAP. ®s
KIDNEY PAINS, BEackache and musoular
rheumastism relleved in one minute by the cele.
'brated CUTICURA ANTI-PAIN PLARTRER,

TEACHER WANTED.—Male or femgle,
holding asecond class eertificate, for ths Ra-
man_Oatholic 8eparate School, Gore of Dow-
nie, School Bection No. 9, County of Perth.
Dulies tocommencs on 8rd January 1893,
Agplloanbs to state salary, experience, and
send coples of testimoulals, 0
PATRICK KEARNEY,

Beoretary, .
182 - Cenroy P, 0., Vo, Perth,



