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CORRESPONDENOEU

Comnetent Teaobers.

To the Fitor of THE TRUE WiTNEss.
DEAR SiR :-The gratitude of all friends

of youth je due to you for your educa-
tional system.

Permit me, through your columns, to
call attention to important phase of the
8ehool Question, i.e., the Competence of
Teachcre. How do our teachers, lay and
religious, stand when viewed in this
light ? Are they learined? Are they ex-
perienced? I fearlessly avswer, with a
grounded knowledge of what I advance,
that in tO Omany cases they are not!
If the worth of teachers is measured'by
the ridiculously simple test to which
they are put to procure an elementary or
even a model diploma, I aythey are
well enough, aye, and too well paid.
How eany of ouhr representetive men
have ever been present at i hes e examin-
ations, and analyzed what suma of know-
ledge is necessary to obtain license to
teach ? Would it noL be possible for the
TRUE WITNEss to find ont and publish
the Teachers' Examination questions,
which boys and girls just leaving ochool
answer without the alet difficulty? Were
this done the public would soon perceive
the need of reform. If teachers were
êubjected to a severe and thorough test,
one-half of those who now occupy posi -
tions for which they are certamnly un-
qualified, would be obliged to give place
tocompetent men, and what profit would
not education derive from such a change!
Then there would be less slashing, less
degrading punishments, les false ideas
planted in yonthful Miinds; the door of
the profession would be closed to men
who have failed at everything else; our
teachers would be what they should be.
learned men, and they oould thon claim
a higher remuneration for their arduous
and thankless labor.*

This, huwever, cari never be, so long as
the examinera of our teachers possess
but a superficial knowledge, and conse-
quently dependent upon their books in-
stead of their brains, in conducting
diploma examinations. The educationtl
department throughout is too much
swayed by influences entirely foreign to
the welfare of our children.

It is high time that in selecting those
whose task it, is to sculpture the heart,
mind and sout of youth, more attention
were given tothose linos of the pot :
"Worth makes the man, and want of It the

<01mow;
The reat it all but leather and prunello."

In a future communication I shall, Mr.
Editor, with you kind permission, tient
of the competency of our religious
teachers.

Thanking youî for space in your esti-
mable paper and wishing you success iin
the crusade you have so generously un-
dert aken.

I arn, sir, y;ilr triily,
A SUBSsCRIBER0 n

What are the Duties of Sohoul Inapeet-
orsr

To the Editor of the TRUÉ WITNESS:
Dear Sir,-Two weeke ago, I briefly

unumerated the "Duties of School In..
spector," as ltid dowii in the "School
Act." This week, I shal] speak of the
performances of thcse duties. If the cur-
rentreportsof many of the teacheri of
Montreal are reliable, and 1 have no
reason to dispute their truth, some of
the fundamental principlesof that "Act"'
are more than disregarded. IL is ton
mnuch to expect, much less todemand by
"'Act," any of our School Inspecton to
lecture ,and instruct. young aspiring
pedogogues on the theory and practice
of teaching? Why? it nay be asked.
Echo, answers Why ? And so with re-
gard to reporting on the methods and
qualifications of teachers. Here, I mut
be understood to mean the genuine
teacher, in contradistinction to the mui8h-
room growth of that name.

Again, let s suppose; we need not say
it bas ever bappened-but just.lot us
suppose: such things are within. the
range of the possibilities; the Govern-
ment Inspector and the Local Superin-
tendent, visit one of Our average English
schools. officiailly. We -will further sup-
pose the pupils to be of the sterner sex,
and the teachers of the sane gender.

-These masculine creatures are not so
easily frightened and excited as the
weaker sex are. The presence of those
officials bas no terrors for theni, as ls
o4en the case wiih the latter. To our
suppositidn : thé gentlemen in question,
first sk for and note down what they
call the "statistics" of that school ; sd -
pny.otherînfpiation-requimng a merely

verbal answer; anon, they listen to the
teachers questioning, and perhaps, teach-
ing their respective classes ; this, until
they become apparently satiated ; now
they fall into a friendly chat-always
sotto-roce; this pending the progress of
the examination-they never presune ta
examine one of those classes themselves
-perhaps, for good and prudent reasons?
Now, strange to say, after their friendly
chat, and the impression made on their
absent minds, they are able to report: on
the state of education in that sehooil, the
qualifications nt the teachers, and their
literary and scientific attaimments. The
position of Inspector, under the sup-
posed.circumetances, is a "soft thing"-~
a veritable sinecure. And so it L, i-
deed, for none of them are two whole
months employed out of the scholastic
year of ten months. There are nany
other little idiosyncrasies in this game
of playing "School Inspector," that
might be mentioned, but the foregoing
will illustrate the toil, hardships, and
incresming studies those men must un-
dergo to enable them to draw their hard
earned salaries. It is a pity to say, still
it bas got to be said, that these little
aberrations on the part of Inspector,
whether commissioned or would-be, are
open ta publi chticism, apart fron con-
demnation and cali for immediate
reform. Why the "Local Superin-
tendent" accompanies the Govern-
ment Inspectur on bis city rounds of
school inspection is not very clear.
Their inseparable compaionship en
these occasions has given rise to
much speculation and not a little con-
troversy. Some people have been un-
charitable enough to.say, there is a two-
fIld reason for their compaionship :
First, the Local Superintendent, acts as
eensor and regulator of the latter's reports
with greater freedom thus; beimgjealons
of anything in the shape of a. report plac-
ing any other school in stauding above
the Plateau : Second, it i said heaccom.
panies him for the purpose.of picking up
the best things he can find in the schools
outaide hie own ; just as the Plateau
Acadeny requires annual proping to
keep it from topling over ; so the systen
requires annual patching from the best
material to be got in other city schools
to prevent it gong to pieces from its own
inertia. It was thus reasoned by a Rev.
gentleman of the West End, when he
requested of Local Superintendent by
letter, to remain athomeand place some
braims in the schools under his own con-
Itrol, declaring that bis absense from his
schools on examination days, would exalt
him immensely in bis (the Rev. Gentle-
iman 's) estimation. The receint of such
a missive; coming from the distinguish-
(d quarter it did, nust have been gail
and wormwood to my friend's cup of
happiness.

.Not to encroach on spacel will reserve
for another week the continuation of
this snhject. K.

To the Edilor of THE TRUE WITNESS:

DEAR SIR,-lîn your ast week's issue,
:uînder an article hcaded " Free Libra
ries," you mention one already in use
lfor Caitholics. I presunie you refer to
The Sacred Heurt Union Library, and if
so, 1 would beg tu state, fur the informa-
tion of your readere, that this library is
free to all, Catholice and non-Catholics.
It is open for men un Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday eveninge, at 8 p.m.; and
for ladies on Friday and Sunday after-
noons. A catalogue of the books con-
tained in the library can be obtained
from the Librarian for 5 cents. Asthe
promoters of this institution are anxious
to extend its influence, I would ask ail
wno nay read this letter to kindly make
it known to their friends, and thus aid
in introducing good, sound, wholesome
literature into our city homes

H. J. C.

To the Editor of Tiit TRUE WITNEss;
DEAR Sr,-Permit me to call the at-

tention of your readers, to what seems
to me a-very mistaken course, on the
part of many of our parishioners. I
think that a persaon should be as atten-
tive as possible to the services and offices
conducted in bis own parish church. For
some reason or another, I notice that a
number of our worthy citizens are con-
tent with keeping inside the strict limit
of th law, and of going to their own
church merely at Eater time. As a
rule they attend other churches every
other Sunday of the year.. I do not
think it right that (taking St. Patrick's
Ra an example) the people should avoid
their own church tà go hear Mass .t
other churches. Some claim that it is

nearer to go to the Jesuit, or to otier
places of worsbip; some give as a reason
that they find the singing more attractive
in outside churches. My idea is that
manv think it more high-toned. I may
ne wrong. If so, I would like to have
the question, spoken of in the TRuE
VITNESs, in order to be put right myself,

and to obtain the real reasons (if any
good ones exist) why people don't go to
their own church. I may add tiat hun-
dreds never hear a sermon in their own
language, except at Easter. This caniot
be right. Yours truly,

A PARISHIoNE.

To the Editor of TiHE TituE WITNESs:

DEAR SiR,-In connectiin with the
Federal Civil Service pension fund, will
you allow nie. with youir usual kindness,
a few remarks on a grievance and its
remedy.

Quite a nunber of officials die arter
contributing ta that fud for 10, 15, 20
yeais, and even a longer time. witi out,
af coursP, derivingany benefet therefroni,
leavmg widows and children nuprovided,
as the law does not rnake any provision
for the latter.

Now, then, do you not think tliat as a
matter of jnstice, those official should,
at their death, have the satisfaction and
consolation to know their families will
not be thrown adrift on the world's mercy
and charity, but participate. to a certain
degree, in the pensisn fund, and this is
the suggestion I beg humbly to make :

Grant to the widows the pension w hich
the husbands would be entitled to at
their denth for a period extending from
five years and more according ta aver-
age; the average of the time during
which pensioners draw pension could be
established by official retirns, and be a
basis for settlingthe widows' pensions.

I can understand that officials drawing
large salaries are iu a position to lay
aside a certain amount for the fture
welfare of their families, but I must say
that for those in the yearly receirut of
$600 and 3700, and even $800 and 8900,
that fact is utterly impossible, when yon
zonsider the high rate of the necessaries
of life, schoolng of children, etc.

May I trust you will entertain favor-
ably my view and give to a just canse
the influence of your powerful pen and
all the weight your benevo1 'nL heart can
bring Lo bear on the subject?

J. A. J·

HON. JOHN COSTIGAN·.

A Splendid Banquet and an Able Spec ch.
The citizens of St. John's, N.B., tendered the

Hon. Mr. costigan, Minister or Inland
Revenue, lat. week a grandbRnquet in"
that city. It might bo called a non-
political gathering, since those who
took part therein, were ail admirers Of
the honorable gentleman, and were of differ-
ent creeds, nationalties and political stripes.
In the course of the evening, as was erpeced,
Hfon. Mr. Costigan delivered a speech. It was
indeed an able and careful statement of the
posit.ionoeupied bythegovernment and the
obligations of a mnister of the crown. We
takethe folluwIng synopsisorthe address from
lte St. Jobnis SUDn*

"The minister heartily thanked the citizens
for the bonor ipald bim. He saw around the
board gentlemen ocupyIngProinn posi-
tions in the ,nhrcantl.e and manuracturing lire
or thecsty, and gentlemen who rromtheir posi-
tion arenot always tobe round around restive
boards of the character lhis evening. in
the past flirt>' yearB ho bild been engaged In
some Important fights. He was also pleased
t0 meel, trrespet.ive of party or creed. gen Lie-
monerf fils ciiy, and ho fmil sucli meetings
were wbnlesome. There is one present to-
ni ht. and bis presencecarrles me back toover
th ry y ru, a gentleman whom ho estemed
sad bom eaverv New Brunswicker shouid
honor. It was indeed a pleasure to him to find
Sir Leonard hore, and hoe might add when hoe
ent.ered thesbineniOruhe laite SirJolin Nac-
donaldbhedid'o whtbhe full approval ofSir
Leonard, and up to the time of hig retirement
ta accopt the poiilon of lieutenant qovernor,
they worked aieng n perfect barmony togeth-
er. The meeting was non-political, but thore
was toe question ho nover feared to toueb, and
that wus the p0oile>'of live and let live. Ho
had il conddence lu the great Protestant
heartof a courntry. O course there might
ho enlstaked In a section cir district but. thero
is no reason wr the country should ho govern-
ed b'a rell sry He dld mot care whal a
man's religion tg. Ail should tive tu peauo and
harmony together and ail good Christians
should do this. Give bim a good Protestan,
one Who l®ves ap etheteachin gsuaIs clurcb,
and ho wIlli point out a good, lsuw-abiding cii.
zens; give a gnod Catholle one who livoS up to
the rules of his church and the country In
whioh hie live., and ho would point ont a gond
law-abidngoitizon. In wois country we should
alllivein pes uand harmony. There ShoUid
be no religtou strIfeIn tbis country-tt shauld
ho frownod down b>'»Il the botter clas of peo-
pie and ali shnld live In puece and harmony
together. TeGlobebada sskodaimtoteslthe
publie sonatbIflg about the Manitoba 6011oo1l
question. He would consent. The mlnorlty1
of nnltoba had taken an appeal in the case to
theprivy conneilsandiuntIl at b dy ad given
a decision the Globe onght mot. ta fhl nk an>'
minster aasenouglihtp give ls;opInion. When
tiat décisionws iron i t'wold De time on-
ounegbtforh.goernmest ttakeis standand
angonôe lils deision

A Cordial Wish.
Ruimore are agarn current about the

retirement of Sir John Ahbitt from the
Premicrship of the Dominion Cabinet
and the accession of Sir John Thompsnu
to that responsible position. Many
changes will, no douit, take place in the
personnel if the attinistrtion, îand
roomi will le muade for the infusion of
new blood. On more than olne occasion
we have expressed t he hope that Mr. J.
J. Curran Q. C., M. P., slhoild be given a
cabinet office. We take this opportuni-
ty of reiterating that hope. Mr. Curran
is a represeitative Irish Catholic not in
a provincial, or any other narrow sense,
buit as one w io has earned and who en-
joys a Doniilîlon replitatiton.-Torolo
CIuthll Weekly Rerieir.

ECccial,aticatl .Appointmencts

His Crnce, Archbishop Fahre, lias
niade the following altpointments: Rev.
F. X. Leclerc, Almoner of the St. Jean
de Dieu Asylumu, vicar of the foreign
vicariate No. 3. Rev. .1. S Ticberge,
pastor o Varennes. vicor of the foreign
vicariate No. 13. Rev.1'.Deromte, curate
of the St. Edniuînd 3lission. Rev. Abbe
Lebel, eurate of St. \incentl de Paul, of
Mfontreal, Rev. A. Que net, eturate of
St. Schobuiiýtiquie.

Notre >arnie chur ch.
On Sinday vespers as usual weret sing

at 3.30 p.n In the evening, at a quarter
past seven, the yonung ladies' retreat was
opened. Throtughout the three daya

u• T n a -tto-day) Masseit
8 a.m. ;anti Rosary, Sermon and Bene-
diction at 7.15 pan. To-morrow uorning,
at seven o'clocl: fthe general counînîrion
for the youung tildies wilt take place. and
the retreat wili close to-niorrow evcning
at 7.1.5, witha soleml"'î Benediction.

We clipe the foellowinlg fron Trîîth ; it
is quite in accordance with Labby's style.
Tiere eis conîsidîerable truth in it, and a
little tingé of ignorant bigotry, as the
last remark evidences:

.Mr. Beaufoi Moore, ou boair of the •Anti-
Ppery Assoctation,' sends me a copy of a
petiton l ah Qieen azaînst 1 le apix metndt
of Aldernau nlil as Lord Mayor. in sO do-
lng he observes that •I shall no doubl. make
much remamks as the genius or mYpaper die-
latrs.' TbegoentusnrroYpaper hasaiready'led
me ta sa> that nur. Myre and i"s friands aro
making themselves supremely rîcliculous. and
Infltcling t-be ulma.t mjury upon tie Cause
wcl beoy have htbear. Ar er readng iba
petition and the reports o fthe proceedings at
the Meinorial Hall w weei. 1 have core to

teconcinstion ibal, Mr. Moore ls scretty lu
league with the Papist.s for the purpose of
making the name of Prcexutantismti tink In
the nositrîls oral[gtrlgbi-inindt'd perr'îns, and I
sbonid ot be surprised earn at hoeIo real-
ly the new General of the Je 1uitsin1disgtise."

The second nunber for Noveuber Of "Arca-
dia" so band. Il lampcsslbîa tlovo a ail
antiysil. or aven a syiop-sls. or ail IL contailus.
We would recommend every one ofour readers
-especlally t.hoe who bave a love or admira-
tion for music. art, or Ilerature-to sectnre
that most vaînablo publicaton. IL IN excep-
tionaiu toue, exact In information. and Iner-
et.in t the litgbost degre. tI is not ,eres-
sary Ln he a profloidnnai hi order ta appreclate
the tine arts. The man or woman who ta niM
stirred by nule, cher med by .art, nor enter-
taineud by lofty Ilterature, tireally t.o hepiitled.
"Arcadla" la Llinboon not 0ny to Mo ntreal, but
to ai] Canada; and ils influPnce t not crirnM-
scribed by the ilmILSofour Dominion. Ifany
one porien.in he reai ofCati adiat leter,
deserven blmub credit lor lis@ eerizy ,.îl enter-
prise, and substantlai encourageLment in bs
w.rk. fiat persan is ccrtaliuly .11r. J.(-Pb

Gotild, liet dlorof otir rirst aud test Ilgb
standard publication, "Arcadia."

IVERY HUMOR OF THE SKPI AND sCALP
t intanov and childhood, wh· ther tortur ing

,flWLr. t o thtng, burrLùs,. c,<ruted, ptiply or
rlotchy with tom ahair, and svery lu ppurity .vfth

bood, whetber simple ,scrofulous or horeditary. 1,
ge "dilny, ecnmi-aUy and per neotic ured by the
Omious.à Bîmuls ,eans'ltinq of CîUKà, the. g sa
Skin Oarc, and cTICErA SOAP. an ex',uislito Skin
Purifier and Be wutifler, and curcsRA RssonvIxr, the
Rew BIoud andsk b pPurihor, yad irnateu a i Uumr
Remedles, wlîen the bae iplIypiciBIs aud %il1 othee
remedies fail. Parents, ave your hlldren y 0ars of
menal snd pby,'lcai uuffering. Begin riow. Delay@.
are dangenui. tures made tu n Ildond are per-
mnent.

so d everywhere. Prico, CUTI cuaA 75 ;loar, 35;
RsotvsNr, $L60. Prepred by tho Porias DacU AND
0119391AL COEPOITION, B1305T, hl -as.

Send for 'How toCuire skin and Bood Diseass.
i' Baby' aSkin -nd Scalp purilsed aid nouti«. 1
4w led by OUTICURA SOAP.r ms

*KIDNEY PAIN&, Eack&Lche aud inuecUlar
rheumstismrelieved in one minute by thecele.

brate- CUTICUR A.ANTr.PAIN PI,A STRR,
TLUCHER WANTFD.-bMale or fqrm'Ue,*

holdin a second las.9 crticate, for ti emR
man Catholio Separate Schnol, Gore or Dow.
nie, Sichool section No. 9, County or Perr-.

Duties tocommel2oA on Brd .fanuary 189q,
APlIcants to sate salary. experience, and

sendeopes oftestirnonial. rn
PATRICK KEAnW Py,

18-2 QroyF.c., e rt,


