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(BY MRS. OARBOLL RYAN.)

ugt. Patrick’s Day in the Morniog” has
been for many a long year, and promises to
be for many & year longer, one of the best
celebrated and most warmly welcomed festi-
vals in the calander, \Whether the merit of
this much thoughtof distinction be attribat-
able to the good saint himself, who, unlike
most celebrities, holy or unholy, has lost none
of the popularity which was his during bis
lifetime, or whether we must ascribe it to
the devotion nad enthusiasm of the geuerous
and grestiul nation to which he was the
bringer of 2 :izher and better belicf than the

croel snd blood-stained one of Druidiem, the
fact still remaine indubitablo and undisputed.
There is much in the character of the saint
an it has come down to us from long ago (near-
1y fourteen hundred years) that predisposes
to this feeling of enthuslasm on his anniver-
sary, but there ia still more in the hearts of
the people themselves to acoount f_or the honor
in which the tutelary good genius of thelr
island ir held. And first with this very mat-
ter of the
CELESRATION OF THE DAY

be sure, that in Ireland itself, there isno
Iack of all neceasary preparations and obner,:
vance for the propar ‘honoring of the dsy,
for ao is its celebration known, We do not
here refer to the tipsy frolics and clownish
exhibitions which have been too long consid.
ered characteristic of the typleal Irishman on
.any soclalioccasion festive or otherwise, These
have been often and long enough dwelt upon
particularly by writers who songht to air in
that manner whatever emall wit they might
suppose themselvea possessed of at the ex-
pense of a people endowed with the rareat
nntural gifin and proverblal for their wl!;,
which is iudecd native in iveland, thgugl} it
in usually the prodnot of caretul cultivation
in most other countries. The satyr of the
old mythology, balf-man, half-beust, abounds
in our own lands as well as in those of the
ancient world and makes & prominent figure
and in othnr eatornalii than the old Roman
ene. Bat he isscaroely & pretty snimal to
look at, and we prefer to forget his existence
in the contsmplation of more pleasing objeots.
With the
S‘PATTERN, DANCE AND FAIR,”

and all thelr comcomitants of bad whiskey,
bad langusge, broken beads and broken
hearv, we, as Canadiane, have but little to
de, This dishonoring of the day, we are
happy to say, does not extend to our own
land, and is, we may venture to hops, fast
hecowing a thing of the past in **Tne Beauti-
ol Jeland” sleo, With reference to cne par-
ticulnr custom which it is hoped is not purely
national, natnely, that of

DRUWNING THE SHAMROCK,

it may be remarked, that in Canada the mye-
tic rvinto! would have a very fair chance of
recsit in;r 4 prior baptism in ayua puwrn before
the fi«ry ou- of *mountain dew.” Indeced in
Canuda there is not the alightest occeasion on
¢he part of any Irishman to sport a second
whamrock n xt day to replace one drowned
ast sll lik-ness of the embl:matic leaf.
"hose who prriorm any such henthenish cere-
mony #re vorthier to be the followers of *Old
Silence” than the temperate Patrick. In
connucticu with this, it may be mentioned
that some nntiquary, anxious no doutt t»
aecure & gno-l name for his favor.te beverage,
hag derivad the word poteen from the name of
Puatrick. theruby conveyiag, there is reason
to belivue, « sly insinuation against the good
saint, sn inciouation not only refoted by all
historv, bot even receiviog the butirees like
suppnrt of tradition, a legead being tol-l anent
this v:-ry accngation which shall bo referred
to iu :h praper tlme and place.
Indapendently of the religious exerciaen of
the dav, of the decorous yet joyful observance
of a thonsand ionocent and time-honored cue-
toms amouvgss *‘the golden mediocrity,” and
harmn’ess hilarity of the light-hearted peasan-
try, and yet as the orown and flower of all
this joyouu festivity, there is an almost im-
memoriel cnstom of heving
A DALL IN TRE PALACE AT DULLIN

on the evening of St. Patrick’s Day, 5o that
the worda of tha old gong might be changed
to ¢'St. Patrink’s Day in the Evening” with-
out a risk of creating a greater bull than
gome ono rnmongst the numerous maladores
who ficured o congpleuously in the late bal
costume a4 Rideau Hall might be able to
domolish with ease. At thie grent gatbhering,
the Dublin ball, not the Ottawa oue, it may
be imaginod that allthe fairest aud wealthiest
in the Besutifnl City,and indeed inthe whole
Island, assemble, and to any truant beauty
who, through caprice or soms other equally
womanly reason, might hesitate to take her
lace in ths brilliant train, might some sigh-
ng lover address the words of Ircland’s sweet-
ast poet, Jloove :
“Array the, love, areay thee—
Tu all thv gt Array {hee:

Thenun’s ho.ouw, the roon's abovo,
And ntght and bliss obey thee,”

Wa may bo anrs that on that gala night, in
the perfumed ro-ns, sweet with the oderous
breath of Lloesom= and vocal with the music
of drermy wiltz 5.4 {lying footsteps, there ia
enongh of native lovlicexs to justify all ru-
mors carried ‘o other lands of the potency of
Yrish beruty a-d the frequency with which it
is found —aye. even cnough ¢ convince, were
he prozent, the rhymster who said :

“The Welsh ¢ Il I8 protiy,
The Koglirh girl ls falr,

The Iriah is witty,

The French doronnair '

that in giving to the Irish maiden wit alone,
thus tacitly demying her beauty, he was de-
frending her of half her natural dower,

But wherc have we loft the saint all this
while we have been descantlng upon S:ate
bails and Iri:h beauty. Well, if St Patrick
had happencd to have been & Frenohman, we
should merely have eaid, pla-e auz dames ;
bnt as he wan, according to the testimony of
all legends, very chivalrous and towards
ladios,—as your true knight., whether saint
or sinner, always fa—and if he was not an
[rishmen, yet were it but for this tralt alone

deserved to have heen one,

Thevs in nn pursuit that has such a dissil-
usfoniing eff:zot asjthat of hietorical research,
I'he studevt opens a book, his mind full of
prejndices, how they came thers even he oan-

o4 tell, but before, perhaps, he has turned
hult a dezor leaves, he han left quito as many
of $hoer pot prejudices behind him. FProbab.
ly in the new light thrown upon his thoughts,
hs may fuel ashamed to own that he ever
cherished anoch absurd and wholly unfounded
oplnjonn on matters of which he may before

™

—

have been woetnlly ignorant. Anyone who
may have felt regret:at parting with. some
long cherished delusion, so long and so fond-
1y cherished as to have boocome unconaciensly
to one's self, part and parcel of one’s very
belog, con well realize the snecdote told'of
the cld Loadon aldermai), who died of sorrow
aad surpriseon heariog that the wonderful
etory of Robinson Crusoe was a fictinn, Good
simple soul | he had lived through a long and
happy life In the firm belief In one creed
which served his purpose well, and the.one
article of that croed was that Defoe's marvel-
lous masterpiece was true, snd when he lost
thut he lost faith in everything.” Somewhat
parallel to the above, though not immediate-
ly followed by such fatal results, was the
case of the old Irlsh woman, who, on some
thoughtless, shallow pate telling ber that St.
Patrick was a Sootchman and a Presbyterian,
denounced the reckless aaying with holy bor-
ror, as falaa and heretical. History might
have proved to the devout cld lady that she
was not %0 much aatray in her religiouna
opinione on this point as ber would-be en-
lightener would have her believe, for how,
anys history, could St. Patrick bave been a
Presbyterian when he calls himself “Bishop
of Ireland.” Of ocourse, thia may be met by
the assertion that the word *‘‘bishop” or ite
Latin equivalent had a different meaning fa
those primitive days from that which it bears
in the present day, but such matteis core
not within our province.

"I'he cffice of history istruly iconiclastic,
and the ardent admirer of 8i. Patrick will
feel, according to theenthusiaam of his nature
(and the temperature of Irishmen is generally
suppoesd to be at fever-heat,) a corresponding
smonnt of disappointment on learning that
8t, Patrick was not in reality the first Chris-
tian miasionary sent to Ireland ; that in fact
he had a precursor in the person ot

THE OTHER PATRICK

as he has been called, a pupil of Germain of
Auxerre, and a Gaul by birth, generally call-
od Palladius. This Palladius belonged, as
his snroame implies, to the Palladian family,
anoble Roman one, and if, as is asserted, hia
other name was Patricius, this helped to lend
color to his claim to high birth. Chroniclers
unite in acknowledging the Roman mission of
Palladiue, and he is 8aid to have undertaken
tho conversion of Ireland to Caristisnity
undcr Pope Celestine 8 sanction. Those who
might have feared that the fame acquired by
aformer Patrick might have dininished in
some degres the halo of eanctity that haa
hung for so many years sround the head of his
namesake, will be grutified to learn Lhat this
Palladius waa bat the foreranner of an: ther
greater than he, another destined to carry on
the work he had but imperfectly begun ; ns
the carth to the sunb, as the twilight 10 the
day, as the shadow to the substance, to was
‘‘the other named Patrick” (ulio nomine
Patricue) to

THE GREATER PATRICK

who from the frrquency with which his nams
recurs in the rames given to plases not nnly
in Ireland, but in Eogland awd Sco:l:nd,
seems to have visited, or at least to have besn
known and hoenored fur hevond the narrow
bounds to which some peopls would restrict
his missionary lsbors, wnd amopzst othera
Pa‘terdale (Patrick’s dale) in Westmoreland,
and Kirkpatrick in Durham may ba mention-
ed as familiar instances, In Scotland Patrick
has alwaye, and notably amongst families of
the higheat rank, been a favorite Christian
name, whil:t {n Szottish topography it is not
furgotten. He reems to have vieited Walea
alio, and the Welsh with that lave for arre.
gating to thems:lves whatever of good or
worthy antiquity may offsr have tried severul
timew, but as yet without e¢ffact to appropriate
the great Apostle of the Scoti themeelves,
Let it always been borne in mind that in the
fifth oentury and long griur to it, Ircland was
the only country bearing the nume of Sactis,
and that whole tribee of her adventurons
sons had formed colonies in the country now
called Scotland, o that when we learn from
sources that are considered authentic that he
was born in Dumbartonshire, wo find that we
may at leaat claim for him a aort of neighbor-
ship to the prople whom he was sfterwarda to
lesd forth from idolatry. The degrading

SUPERSTITION OF THE DRUIDS ;
their corruption of what nad first been »
purely epiritual faith ; their slaughter of the
hapless captives whom they first enclosed in
wicker oagea and then destrnyed by fire ; their
hanetul tyranny over the minds of kings and
through themn over the wretched peopls ;
their lo. king up the storee of whatover know-
ledge they posseseed from thosn outside their
own order; their desds of magic, miserable
trickery and juggle.y as in the light of modern
science it would now be decmmed, bat in that
dark age oalamitous in its ccmsegnences ;
heir ingenunity in inventing new modes of
torture leust the poor victimes becoming
fumiliar with the accustomned forms of pain
might meet thom with composure if not con-
tempt ; all thete rcfinementa of cruelty, and
refinement of cruelty is the only form of re-
finement possible of attainment in a savage
state ; these were nll in the ascendant, had
in fuct attained the highest point they couid
rasch about the time of

THE CUMING OF PATRICK.

This event is suid to Lave heen anticipatad
by u Druidicsl prophecy sung by the bardic
Druida in the presenca of King Lesghairp nt
Lara. This document, fortanw »iv £ 1t 2o
curlons in ruch thinge, has ne'n gieorav. !
nud translated, though truth couatraivy sl
enndid historinne who qucts it to reject the
antiquity olaima for i, ard to deny its ever
having been composed by Druide. This

DRUIDICAL PR.PHECY OF TIIE COMING OF
PATRICK
hoe & mort of rude rbythm quite lost in the
translation now st hand. Theorigioal of thie
barbic prophcay is in Irigh as follows :—
‘Tiefa talicend
S'ar muir morcond,
A brattollcend,
A cracd chironmcond,
A mnig ln s rthur athipd,
Mriagerad a muister ulle,
Amcn, Amen,
The trans'ation referred to runs thus:

1o comen, he cnmes, with shaven crown, from off the
storm-tossed sen,
Hin garments pleiced ut the neck, with crook-like staff
comes he
Far in his houaw, at itg enst end, kis cups und patens e,
U1s peoprte answer to his voica—anten, dawen, they ery,
Amen, amen,

It would take no very profound scholar to
procounce the above spurious, If it were
only the allusion made in it to the *‘shaven.
crown" as asingular feature of the new-comer
that alone would be enough to condemn i, as
the tonsiire had for ages been in use amongat
the Druids. who represented in that way,
namely, by shaving a circle on the crown of
the head, their chief deity, the Sun-god ; so
the sight of the ‘‘shaven-crown’ oould really
have been nothing novel or wonderful to them
although it might have heen worn by the
minister of another faith. 'L'he orlentation of
churches, namely, the placing the alter to-
wards the East, an arrungement which the
sun-worshiping Druids would alao not he slow
in understanding, as they themuelves turned
to the East in prayer, may have been and
probably wae, a fact with whith they hed
becoms acquaiste d long anterior tothe date
ascribed to the prophecy. St. Patrick, how-
ever, seems to heve introduced a vew form of
ecolealastioal architecture into Ireland—that
of the trunaveree church, of which shape he
seems to have built more than one, sni given
them the name, piobably from this irregula.

rity iotheir struoture, of sabhals or baras,

This departure from the regularly recognized
"standug for all rellgi!'?nn edifices of that day
seen.s to have arisen ‘from the fact that one
of bis oonverts baviog made bim & present ‘of
‘some ground whbereon to erect a church, ex-
acted a promise from Patrick that the ohuroch
should rua In its length from north to south ;
o singular request, but ons with whioh the
saint ia said to have most graciously com-
plied, even though it-may have esadly upeet all
his precunceived ideas of the fit and proper
proportions for a Christian temple. These
traneverse cburches were built at different
places through Ireland, and always received
the name of Sabhal (moderniz:d Saul)—the
Irish for barn, probably as an acknewledg-
ment of their having been built at variance
with the generally receivoed idea of church
architeoture proper, But this is antloipating
tradition, where it is obviouely of primary
fmportance to become poesessed of the his-
torioal faots connected with the life and la-
bors of this most remarkable man. In the
first plice, then, there la cause tor congratu-
lation to the historical student that these ma-
terials are plentiful, though there ia ground
for recommending much cautlon to be exer-
cised in the use of them, as the antiquity of a
dooument is unfortunately not always a proaof
of its authenticity. 1n the second place, the
Irish are fortunate beyond mostother nationa
in being able to show an account, written by
their saint himself. It is said to have been
in his own hundwriting, a copy of which,
taken from an original of great age, which
was becoming obacure, even in the eighth
century, when the transcription was made, s
yet preserved in tho great Book of Armagh,
amongst the moit ancient abnals of the na-
tion. This is no less than

AN AUTOBIOGRAPRY OF ST. PATRICK,

the antiquity and authenticity of which has
never been for one moment questioned ; al-
though, indeed, many spurious copies have
besn made, and many ioterpolations have
striven to mar the wonderful simplicity and
harmony of the original. It hos paesed un.
challenged the criticism of all ages, and may
safely encounter that of ours. The interpola-
tions are o numerocus and 8o gross, that the
experienced student knows them at once when
he meets them, and quistly amiles as he paseea
them by, They have been introduced at
various periods for cerlain purposes that are
too traneparent to need explanation. Ine
esrlieat copy extant, that in the Book cof
Armagh, is the ouly genuine one, and it is o
that alone reference shall be made when
apenking ¢f St. Patriok’s life as a matter of
history.
There may have been, and etill ara

DOURTS AS TO THE MISY10N OF PALLADIUS,

and it must be confessed, not without geood
foundation, but no candid mind can for a mo-
ment doubt as to the

TRUE MISSION OF ST, PATRICK,

Whether that mission had the aunthority of
the Romsn Church or the Ga'lican onpe,

or whether % wags o purely apostolic one,
ia a question on which historians ers
divided, re:tional bigotry and notional

przjuitice having much to do with the
diecussion ; hat, looking at the whole matter
from o completely isclated standpoint, and
with unhinsed ju.igment, it muat in all fair.
ness be taid thos vo extant writings of nny
authority take e'ther the Roman or the Gal-
lican side of the question, eo that without
positively wverring that it was =o, we have
every reuson for tupposing

HIS MIS:ION TO LRELAND AN APOSTOLIC OXNE.

By thia mwy ba meant that he was ment
{apostolus) by svme force without or within
himeelf-~who shall eay which—to take
spiritual charge of the Irieh nation. That
his misgion wan a Divine one, ho cf course,
aeems to have had no doubt, for the success-
tul missionnry, like the successful diplomat,
must bave ncither want of confidence in the
goodness of his cause, nor in his own abllity
to serve thut cuute. Patrick 8o far possessed
the elements of success in that he nover
seema to have drawn back his hand frem the
work he wus ubout to do, nor ever seems to
have questioned his own power to perform it.
\Withal he possesned in o high degree the
humility which, ut that time, was conaidered
the moet eminent of Christiar virtues, whilst
at the saume time he never seems to have for-
gotten the diguity of his racerdotal office, nor
the honar due to it. He spraks of himself s
beivg 1ude and unlettered *‘ructiciasimus”—
and ** indectus,” and eome have cited in aup-
port of the literal acceptance of the saint’s
opinion of himeelf, the circumssances ot the
Anptobiography or Coofessio ae it is generally
culled, buing written in an urpolished Uatin-
ity, but taking into consideration the general
ttyle of the narrative which is clear £nd con-
cise, and the manifest tear of the unuthor lest
he should in mome ungunrded momsent be
tempted into vain glory, along with the faat
that long before the Confessino wae written he
had educated native youths for the priest-
hood, and not only tauyht them himaelf, but
more gencrous than thic Druid teachers whom
ha displunced, gave them injunctions toimpart
tho knuwladge thus acqnired to others ; tuk-
ing nil theee circumatencee inko consideration
we muat suppoes that tho saint expressed a
Jower estimate of Lis own powcrs than it
would be unjust for posterity to aceept. Thers
may hava been, nay, there positively ere, evi-
‘enges that his cducetion was in eoms re-
apeuts Gefective, aw in his imperfect ncauiei-
don of latin, at that time the learned
tongue ; hut when we take into accouat his
lovg wojrurn iu a foreign country, where o
foreign :anyunge was spoken, and the early
age at which > waa taken oaptive, when he
couid eoarcely in that dark sge have maetered
his own mnrther tongue, we cannat be sur-
prised at this. Oae ancient historian worthy
«f altention menticns the fact that Patrick's
tprech was & mixture of Irieh and Latin,
which may be well helisved. There is &
curious fact in connection with hia mission as
o teacher, which is thus.

THE IRISH ALPHABET GIVEN IX ST, PATRICK
TO THE PEUI'LE

wag in ronlity merely the Romsn niphabet as
it was in uso in his day, but atran. to tay,
this particalar form of it is ow to b2 found
nowhere elss but in works written in *he Irish
Inngusge, wnd ro it has often passed for Luisg
the paculiar outgrowth of that tongue,

ST, PATRICK’S STORY, GIVEN BY HIMSELF,

is in subatance as follows : ¢ He was the san
of « Roman patrician, as his name Patriciue,
by which he styles himself, implies. Hia
father, Calpurnius, was, he says, a deacon and
deourio, the rank of decurin, or magistrate, in
a Ronmun colony, of iteelf being a patent of
notidlity. Fis mother’s name was Conches or
Counchensa ; he had one brother and five sis.
tere. Ho says he reeided in Britaunire, which
may mean Britain proper, or Bretagne in
Frunce. MHe is not oxplictt as to where his
heme was, but 8 very anciens writing called
Fiace’s Hymn comes to our assistance here,
wod l2ards uy to aa rensonable a conclusion vs
seems probable under the cirocumatances, It
says in detailing the manner of St. Patrick
being teken iolo onptivity, that Patrick and
his psrents were goiog from among the
Bectang of A-olusid, (Dumbarton) noruss the
Teoian S a, (she Eaglish ohann:i), on a visit
to their relatives the Bretons of Armure
RBeitbeny, when they were tuken by pirates ;

the fate of the other members of his £amily is

) ﬁneer'tahln', but he wﬁé ;A‘ken. by l-th.e plutu,

who c g
SOLD HIM INTO SLAVERY

In’ the morth of Dalaraidhe to a chieftain
named Michul or Milchu. Heraon Sliabh
Mis or Sleamish, in the County of Down, he
was condemned to tend awine on .the moun-
tain. At this time he waa: sixteen years of
age, and in this state of servitude he remained
for eix yenrs. Towards the end of thst period
he was visited by visions, or as he with
chn}-aoterintio caution terms them, voices,
whioch told him that he was to leave that
country, that there was a ship coming for
him ; and after an interval the voice spoke
sgain, eaying that the ship which was destined
to hear him away was then two hundred
miles distant, When at last he escaped he
found some difficulty in obtalning the aid of
the oaptain and sailurs, whom he afterwards
recompensed by rescuing them asthey thought
from starvation, but for whom he says he
prayed, and, they being at that time wander-
ing through a desert, a herd of ewine ap-
peared, and Patrick's companions appeased
their hunger with this animal food. Patrick
next discovered honey, a most welcome and
unexpected treat in the midat of a desert, but
of this wild delicacy Patrick refused to taste,
ay from some words spoken by one of his
companions he was led to believe that they
had made an offering of it to some idol,
Afterwards he dreamt that a great stone had
fallen upon him and that he conld not move
under its weight ; in this extremity he says:

* How it came into my mind to call out|
Helias I know no$, but at that moment I saw
the sun rising in the heavens, and whilst I
cried out Helias! Helias ! with a!l my might,
lo, the brightneus of the sun fell npon me and
straightaway removed all the wiight.”

Now this singular use of the word Heliaa
has been & subject of much controversy
amongst the learned ; some contending that
Patrick invoked Elias to relieve him, but aa
Elias has always been regarded as living by
the Christian Church, and not as really yet
amongst the blessed, an invocation to him
would have been marifestly out of question;
others suppnee that by it he called upon God
(He:brew El-Eli), sn imitation of that memor-.
sble cry on Mount Cslvary, ¢ Eli, Kli, lama
sabacthani ;" cthers syying that Patrick had
gone hack for the moment to the old idols of
his ccuniry and invoked the aid of the sun-
god Helioa. Those who support those two
latter theories are now in morc perfect accord
and nearer the truth than they can imagine ;
for the eun, 8s the anurce of light, is thosym-
hal of tne crestive power, and, ther«fore, has
in all primitive ages and countrics been firat
worshipped for deity. He then, lie saye, re-
turned to the Brittanrse: where being with
hin relutions, he was visited by volces and
visions ue in his cavtivity. Then came his

CALL TO CONVERT THE IRISH.

¢ And there,” he says, *“in the dead of night
I saw a man com'ng to me, as if from Hiberio,
whoze name was Victoricus, bearing inumer-
vble episties. And he gnve me oxe of them
n: d I read the beginving of it ; which con-
tp'ned the words * The Voice of the Irieh,’
Vox Hiberlcoosenm, and whilst I wae repeat-
ing the beginping of the epistle I imagined
thut I heard in my mind the voice of those
who were near the wood of Foclut, which ia
penr the Westernsca, And thus they crled :
—* We pray thee, holy youth. to come and
henceforth walk amongat ua.’”

This vieion was followed by others, but the
onu which seems to have decided him to como
to Irelsnd, was that which he relates himeelf,
as follows 1~ : .

“ 1 eow in a vision of tho night, there wis
a writing opposite to my face, without honor,
And then [ heard an anawer unto me. We
have secn urfortunately the face of one de.
siguated without a namo,”

Thia vision hue 80 many interpretators among
the curious in such matters, some alleging
that ¢ without honot” and *‘without a
name,” signified that he was going on his
mission without a countenanoce and encourago-
meut of hia friends ; but this can scarc:ly be
sccepted as the trne reading, these phrasca
acemiog to signify that vo name mer:ly was
menticned in the writing, as though it
remained but with the seer himself to
hava the honor of Apostleship conferred
o1 him, and have his own name inserted
in the glorious roll as one of the first bringers
of the Gcespel to heathen lands.

ST, PATRICK'S CREED.

Lost after apes should be in doubt as to
what the early Irish Christians were taught
under Patrick’s geidance, the annalist of those
timea has preserved the original confcasion of
Faith subacribed by the Apostle himsslf,
There are a few points about this Credo,
which are not only of interest to the theolo-
gian, but may be #o to the general reader as
well, The document is too lenghty to be here
reproduced, but these chief features may be
pointed out, viz., that he ascribea the creative
fuculty to the second person of the Trinity;
that he hs no mention of Christ’a deecent
into the lower regions, and no reference to
the resurrection of the hody after death. It
is appirently unique as o Declaration of Re-
ligious Bellef, and like all the other writings
of this extraordinary man, seems to have bad
no model upon which it could bave been
formed. It is more than doubtfnl that he
conld ever have even seen the Nicen Creed ;
8o that he must literally have foond ount a be-
lief for himeelf from the light that was in
him. The Creed also recogniz2s compensa-
tion according to works ; (n confession which
doas away at once with the idea of his Presby-
terianism) it admits the immortality of the
soul, and the efficacy of prayer. Of bis cor-
respondence thers is one fragmeut worthy of
note remaining to us,

THE EPISTLE TO COROTICUS

makes us acqusinted with some curious cos-
tumes amonget the Roman and Gallicen Chrie-
tians, Coroticus seems to have been a Roman
citizen or the son of a Roman citizen setiled
in a colony cf Britain, and of the same origin
a8 Patrick himself. In the Epistle, Patrick,
somewbat after the manner of Paul, speaks of
his own Roman citizenship, and seeks to
shame this Coroticus, chicftsin st that time
of what is now callsd from his nsme Cardi-
ganshire, for his treatmeont of Christian cap-
tives whom he, although himselt a professed
Christian, had rold into slavery ameng the
pative heathen tribes. It seems to have been
oustomary amoag the Roman and Gallican
Christiuns to have contributed large sums of
money towards the. ransom of Christian cap-
tives. Patrick reproaches Corcticus for his
acting in euch complete opposition to this
humane custom, This Epietle is written in
Latin, and is uniform, both in style and com-
position, with his other writings, The re-
moostraiices of the good raint eeem to have
had but little effeot on the recreant chieftain,
Patrick makes mention of *¢ apostate Piots™
in this letter, which implies that the Plots
had at some time prior to that date been
oonverted to Chriatianity, Perhaps they
w:dre Christians of the same type as Coiotious
8
SOME OF ST. PATRIOK’S CONVERTS,

who seem to have beem of such a very
brittle calibre that, if traditlon spesk
true, the worthy =alnt was fain to nrge
on them the nocessity of a speedy exit
trom this mutable world )ato a gphere whexe
they could not so easily exerclse the privilege

e ——

glven to uuderatand, as the converts are
always represented as sefzing esgerly upon
this ready solation of all their mental and
apiritue]l difficulties. 1f we are to believe

patience sorely tried with some of these hope-
tul neopbytes, King Leaghaire, in particalar,
provingjso utterly unamenable to all reason
and srgument as to make us wieh that he bad
been got rid of in a similar way to other
troublesome disoiples of the new faith, Itis
not every day, however, that

A ROYAL CONVERT

is caught, and he may have been saved **pour
encourager les antres.” However, after all
the trouble and anxisty that his conversion
had cost, this most unconscionable old hea-
then had the audacity to order his own burial
in direct opposition to all christian doctrice,
desiring to bs buried in the same manner as
his pagan predecessors, and to be laid in his
mound on Lara hill with his face upwards,
turned in the direction of Leinster, as he had
been an enemy of the Leinster men during his
life, and wished thus to testify that death
had not extinguished the hsate he bore them.
Loaghaire’s two daughters, however, knowa
in the old chronicles aa

ETHNE THE FAIR ANDFEEELM THE RUDDY,

after having chosen to live in perpetual vir-
ginity, ctiose a voluntarv death in order that
they might immediately behclil the glories of
that heaven which had been promised them.
Apropos cf these virgin sacrifices, the voice
ot tradition says that St P’atrick established
“religious commaunitiee of women who were
employed in making and embroidering veat.
ments for the use of the prieats, and in other
similur ecrvices for the temple.

PATRICK’S FIRST CONYERT

was Dichu whom he is said to have baptised
on his own (Dichu’) thrsshing floor, In
gratitude Dichu gave him a plot of ground,
oy whioh afterwards w+s ereoted a transverse
church, and which Dichu called, in the Irish
tongue, Sabhsl Patriac—Patrick's granary.
1t is now called Saul, wud is in the county
Down,

Dichu had a brother ramed Rus, a chieftain
also, and an obstinate ¢1i men, who drove so
bard o bargain with the sain: as to obtain
from the latter as a reward for being convert-
ed the gift of renewed you:ih. Dairc’s was
another rather slippery csse «f conversion, as
after being baptiz:d, legends eay that he gave
to Patrick ground wher:0a tn build a church,
which the saint, doubtlsss divining the cha.
racter of him with whom Lo had to deal, at
ouco enclosed. But Daire sent his horse
Miraculo to graze in tho eccloeure. The
horse died, a circumstance which was not
miraculous, and the master became i, and
becoming alirmed sent for Patrick and had at
once hig life, bis senses, and his horss restor-
ed to him.

AN INCIDENT OF UNUSUAL HEROISM

is however reeorced sniidet nll this muas of
fukle, which seema simpl.: . ninatur.l enough
to warraat cur balief init. 1t is o f a chief
tain whom DPatrick bapticcd and on whese
frot the raint whilst niministering the rite
of baptiam, lenned thc crczar or episcopal
ttaff 80 heavily ag to decyly ji-rce thz fant of
the neophyt, who bors ths piiu witheut a
murmer, supposing it to form patt of the
ceremony. The truth of this story is corro-
borated by the place whereit o currea huving
been calied Struth-faunil ((rish, ttream of
bload)—abbreviated in time to Swrailli, a
pame which it still benra,

COLMAN NA STADLIIACH

Mention has already becu made of a vile
attempt to fasten upon 8t Pacrick the stigma
of having beer partial to that s voky beverage
of the illicit etill which is knowan to the initi-
uted in the Bacchanalisan mysteries as Poroen
That St. Patrick,who wea as much aa apostle
of temperance as of Ireland itself, should he
80 groasly Libclled cun only be attributed to
the ignorance of tho libeller, Tucre is un
anecdote told indeed of oae thirsty disciple
of his which may wcll bear ragutition, if ozly
to illustrate thiz point. Patrick had
given orders that none of his disciples should
taste drink during the day. Oue Ccl:-man,
ever afterwards called the Thirsty, (lciah,
Na Stadnash) obeved this it jauction €0 Jiter-
ally that he would not evea touch water,
though he wae working out under w hot sun
at field lsbor, Towarda evening, alter ex-
periencing all the tortures of thirat, he grew
faint saod diec. The legend represcnts his
master ay full ¢f admiration at hia obedienco.

THE LEGEND OF THE SHAMROCK

is of auch antiguity, nnd withel so patural as
to call for listlu e Xereise of credulity in beleiv-
ing it. Its haviog been taken by the Saint
from the sod &% hia feet, nod held up before
hia audience au a pruof of the existence of one
God in three persuns as the three leaves
aprang from one stalk, and were three in une
seems to have been a circumstance likely to
ocour at such a moment, and a very good
example of Irish wit and readiness, for let
history say what it will, and in the most utter
disregard to St. Patrick'a eight biographers,
we think he must have had eome Irieh blood
in his veing even though it should have been
through the medium of nursing at the hands
of an Irish foster mother in those happy days
of his infancy spent nesr the Alcluaid or
Firth of Ulyde in old Dambarton.

But any acoount of St. Pa'rick wonld be
necesearily incomplete without an allusion to
that most wondertul of miracles with whiock
all Irish legendary lore on the subject has
credited bim, nam:-ly,

THE DRIVIXG OUT OF VENOMOUS REPTILES
FROM IRELAND,

an act, ono of the most 1inportent in his mis-

sion, and which ia esprcially celebrated.

We may, without secming anxious to dis-
parage the exartions of the saint in the matter,
enquire, with all axfety, in this speculative
age a8 to what particular ocoult virtue or
chemical property the scil of Ireland can
poseess which renders it impoasible for any
poisonous thing to touch Irish earth and live.
Sao wondorful, however are said to be the
qualities of this very earth, that large quan-
titiee of it have been exported to countries
which 8¢, Patrick naver visited if one were to
judge frem thonumber of reptiles with which
they are plagued. It is said, with what
truth it is easy enough to ascertaip, that the
reptiles will not approsch ncar the magin
boundry made by the Irish earth and tnat
shonld they by any chance tonch it that in-
stant they gasp and die. The expsriment
might be worth trying.

From the summit of Croagh Patrick, Pat-
riok’s Hill, where the wonder is eaid to have
been performed—

Twas on tho top of this high htll
8t Patriok preached his sarmint,
Which dreve the frogs intothe bogt,
Aud banished all the varmints ;

from the top of this hill we shall take a final
look at the ground we have gone over in this
sketch of St. Patrick, From whathas already
been said we find then thut he was the son of
a Roman citizen residing in a colony planted
by the Romans In Britain ; that he was of
patrician birth as his name and the high office
held by his father indicate ; that the date of
his birth must have been in the latter part
of the fourth century; that he was taken
oaptive to Ireland and there sold into slavery,
whenoe esoaping and returning to his old
home and friends, he was called by vislons
:nd volces, as other enthusiasts, and more
especially religious omes, have been in all

O
ve

of chunging their minds, an excesslvely coa-
venient arrangement for all conoerned we are

ages ; that he obeyed the call, and became
the first sucoessful Ohriz‘tian missionary to

the legends of these times 8t. Patrick had his

Ireland ; that he brought the trib
anclect Erin under'the %ominle: tg%bt:llil:;:n‘;f
ty, and that he founded churches and religlaus
institutions throughout the Island ; that his
character was enthueiastio, courag:.aous and
gentle ; that he’ had patience with all the
vexatious ordenls ‘threugh which he had to
pass a8 the pioneer of s new faith ; that he
ivouleated temperance, humility and obedi-
ence, and practiced those virtues in his own
person ; that he was tolerant even of the very
superstitions and practices of the Pagans, to
which he gave anew form by snbatitnt’in
Christlan festivals for the old idolltron%
orgies ; that, oh, most rare of all virtues in a
z:nlous churchmnn and i o dark o

merciful to heresy, and did net aeegfgt': f: :::S

rign to eternal panishment all

happen to differ from him : that l::h:m?il:g::
porade of nngelio visitations nor of incredible
miracles, for_he tells ua the voices came in
dreams by night, and the wild honey, with
which the sailors were fod in the deu‘art he
does not say was sent in dircot answer to'hll
prayer ; and that, finally, after living toan
honored old age, sbout tha middle «f tho fifth
oceutury, he died peacefully in the lagd of his
adoption, and was interred in Downpatrick
& place roceiving its ramo from beiog th;
barial place of Ireland’s yraat Apoatle,

——

Many WDWOMAN'S MODESTY.

men are preveutsad by fuelin i
cacy from consulting a physncin’; in thg:: t(-!‘iisgxl--
ders arising from functionnl derangemegs of ter
peculiarly delicats orgaci-m, and the most ueri-
ovud resuls are often enused by this neglect. To
such peraons Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Prescription
18 an especial boon, asit offers & sure and safe
cure for all thoaq distressing disorders to which
women are peculiarly subject, while it Baves 3
modest girl or voman from the embarrassment
?f & pereonal consultation with a physician

luvonte' Preacription " 1s the ouly medicine
for woman’s peculiar weaknessea and ailmente
Sold by druggiste, under a positive guarantee
from the manufacturers that it will give satis-
faction in every case, or money will be refunded
See guarantee on hottle wrapper., ‘

A Chinaman is speaking to himsel
irone a shirt, _Picks up a.gahirt ahmviflg‘ !e::i?
dence of having been wel: careq tor, and
says: *‘ Bachelor. Him landlady fix him.”
Picks up another, buttonless and al] fn\yéd
at the wrists and neck. ¢ Mallied man.”

The New York barglsr in pri
e i priscn who has
turned his attention to mnaisul 1nsteum- nte,
may some dsy poseess n henverly burp, but
he will firat hava t> break into heaven,

Cnstoria. § MOTHERS !
aftoria I8 racommended by physisi

children testhing. Xtis a puesly 'v'-fz:]ml’)‘l?’sp’rz‘:
paratton, its ingredi-nts ar+ publiched arcund
ench bottle. 1t is pleasant to vusg s and abso-
lutely harmlesa. [¢ relieves constipation regu-
lates the bowels, quirts pa.n, cnres diirrhosa
and wind colie, atlays frverishne g, destroys
worms, and prevents convulsions, s othes the
u;nld and gives it refreshing and nasuial sleep
Castorin is the children’s panasca—the mothers’
frisnd, 35 doses, 35 cents,

There is a parson in Murchester who
vot believe in gentle proachiogr to riohda?::
ners. Hoeays there arn come cf his brother
par.ons who go at it in this atyle ;:—
* Brothrea, you muat repent, as it were;
and be converted, in a Ineasure 3 or you wi'i
be damuoed, to some extent.” ’

GILT EDGED BUTTER
Is always wauted and it can by tnade at. all sen-
soms of the yeur oy using praper care and by
addlglg the riuht r-rn[:lm lt;-:-n. ot Wells, Rishard-
+0D & Co.’s Iinprov ;
nop & Lo\ prove uster Color, Uued__b_y

The cat-tail flirtation is the Iatest
wrinkled cout-tail bearing dusty tu?n'mrkAl
mesns, *‘ 1 have spoken tu your fasher,”

It THE TIME TO ACT.
1t you are thiearenad with Hewd

stipation, Biliousn.ss or weakness, ?::r!t’:'ur(e;o :t
oucs a bottle of Burdeelk Biv o burters aud use
1t according to instructions.  Piompt ag:jon is
pecedaay 1n ord-r that your tiouble way be
cured before it becomes chionic.

———— e

An old cavalier was acked when Cromwell
¢o ned his firat money, what ho thousht of it,
0".,"“ slde was the inec iution, ** (God with
ug,” und oo the other, **Tau C.mmonwealth
of Euglund." “y "o, b raid, **that God
snd the Commonwenlih sie on different

sidcs.”
—_— —— e
o i;A POSTMA?TER’S OPINTON.

Rve groat pleasiure in o rtifyine
usefulness of Hagvard’s Y:j!o'-l:.'(( )I:.I .l";)vlvrl)-ft;:: ;)’:-e
I‘[}avu.u.azh, Postmaster  of Umfraville, Uat,

Having ueed ib for soreness of the uhront;

;::lda, burp#, etc., I find nothing equal to

Mier V.—*“ You seem to ba the best m
at oll the weddings, Mr. 1\, Wien are y::
going to take u leading part yourself 2’ Mr,
B.-—* Oh, there are ag good fikh in the ses ne
ever oame out of it,” Misy V. Yey; but

d 1 it Tk . H H
s:ﬁ:?’you think the Laiy is &otting a little

NOVA SCOTIA NEWS
“I had Scrofula vn ny neck vazy Fad fos two
years, had tricd all remedivs and” doctors, but
d,ld not get auy help until I got, 4 butle nf'your
:;uer]do,c,lc Bllo,.nd ZBl%nnl;1 which cared 1y of it eg-
raly.” James Coc ¢y Fox v -
berland Coy N.8. o e ¥ox Rivee Gum

Elder—** Well my son, do you see nuy
change lo your father nince 4o joined the
church?”  Boy—* ¥You bet | Why he used
ter go guuin’ on Sunday an’ he would just
t rtl)w his glgtp over his shoulder and walk off
as large as life, not carin’ for anyone ; but—"
Eldor—* Now? ~ Bay—¢ Wiy, - e tides
the gun under his coat and eneaks out the
back way.”

A CURE FOR THE BLUES.

VV’hen' you are despondent and downhearted
don’t sit by yoursclf and mope over youl"
troubles, Ten chanees to one, the trouble i8
sth'ere' y()(lll tl\re nat looking for it,—n the howels.

aine's Celery Componnd gives n. i
ani drives away thelbluen.L asural nct_lon,

Man never has the eame fith in the ot
ﬁrn;;utof thinga sfter his wifs has »m%g:xlﬁ:l
o ohirt,

AYIER TBYING numerous so.called catarch
remedies nod receiving o benefis I was finally
mJuced to try Ely's Oream Balm, and after
using one bottle I take grent plassurs in recom-
mending it to all aufferers from catarrh.~N. L,
g‘,lcz‘:::n, with 8. Gorton & Qo,, Gloucester,
I was s sufferer from catarrh for fifteen years
with distressing pain over my eyes. The dis.
ease worked down upon mylungs. I used Ely’s
Oream Balm with gratifyiog results. Am ap-
parently cured.—Z. C. Warren, Rutland, Vt,

Apply Balm into each nostril,

_ He (after having-slipped the engagement
ring on her finger)—And are you pleased
with it, darling? She—Delighted, George,
It is so different from angtbing of the sort
I’ve ever had before,

The Medicine for Iiver and Kidney Com,
—MTr. Victor Auger, Ottawa, writesy IRl fltztlre‘
great pleasure in recommending to the general
f{u_blw Parmelee’s Pills, as o cure for Jiver and

idney - Complaint, 1 have dootored for the
legt three years with leading physiciage, and
have taken many medicines which were recom-
mended to me withous relief, but after taking
eight of Parmelee’s Pills I wus _quite relieved,

and now I feel as fres from the diss fi
T was troubled.” . m?.g P-.-S“



