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STRICTLY BUSINESS-L IKE.
Sr.,aos) l'ASRiz (fi) heiîcî br)"Yu excuse me for mien-

tioning it, but-er-your face is hardly ns tidy as 1 wotild like te
sce i t.

HL.AD CLErJC-" PMa lettîng ni), whiskers grow, sir."
SFNTOR P'ARTIrNF-- Se 1 see; but 1 can't permit employés te

g-rowv their wvhisliers in business hours. T hey must (le that in
their own timie

MODERNIZING HOMER'S ILIAD.

~S Hon. G.. W. Ross in ? " aisked a visitor at the Edu.
Scational I)epartnient, Iooking at the clerk with ant

anxious air.
-No, sir, he's out of town. (Cant 1 do anything for

you ?"'
WVeII, that dcpcnds. ['ve got a work hiec thiat V'c

like ce -et authorized hy the 1)epartnient. It's a big
thing.",

" ou'Il have to scc the Minister himiself. But what
is the book ?

" It's a ncev kind of a venture, I guess, but if it could
hc got before the public it woulcl go. Ever read Horner's
Iliad ? "

"Certainly ; at kcasc, I've rend exîracts- got the ru il of
the story, you know," said the clerk.

"It's a real ivell-writtcn, înteresting work, ain'c it,
ilow ? and yet therc's miighty fcw people who've rcad ic.
X'ou mightcn'c thînk so, but it's a tact. Net more'n about
ene out of twenty-and yet cverybody allowvs that lonier
wvas an Ai writer, and fcel bound co kind of apologize
because thcy ain't read it. Now, you feel cheap, l'Il bet,
baving to admit chat you neyer sac dotvn and rcad it clear
through. The point I wvanc to get at is this-why don'c
folks catch on to the Iliad ? %Vell, l'vc figured it out
this wvay -. it's the jaw-breaking Greek natnes chat knock
lem out. They commence it, and alter a while they gct
all tangled up, tvhat between Agametmnon, and 1atroclus,
and Andromache, and thcmi fellers. People nowv.a-days
can>t bc expected to take interest ini meni witli such
namnes as Melanippus and Ajax Telamon, can they ?
Sounds jusc likc a lot of Injuns or Zulus. NoNv, tny
scheme is ce modemnize Homer-bring the ching right
down'î to ninetcenth Century ideas by changing cherr out-
Iandish naines. Call the fighitcrs Smith, ând I-iggins,
and Bill McGillivray, and such-hikc naines, instead of

Hector, and Polymorphus, and it woni't sound so far off
and foreign like, wiII it ? You casi get intercsted in~ a
fighc between Harry the Tough and Jake Cumminis-
that sounds modern and realistic. But who ini thunider
cares about old Ncoptolemnus k illing Eurymachus? "

«"A rather peculiar idea," rcplied the clerk. "Have
you the book with you? "

"No, I havein't finished it yet. 1 wantcd to see if
the I)epartmient would authorize it for use in schools
first. But I have a samiple or two I cati show you.
Lis3ten to this fromt the 4 th Book. It's just the reigular
translation by Pope, îvith the namnes changed

-'At Johnson, «7\utlligan bis javelin threwv,
The pinted lance 'vitIi erring ftiry fiewv
And ) nins, Iovcd ly \vise Jalie B3radley, slew.
I-le drops the corpsc of Meýlriîarty siain,
And sinlcs, a lreathless carcass. on the plain.
This saw jakze Bradley. and with grief enragecl,
Strode wvhere the foremost of the focs eng-aged.
Arrncd with bis spear, lie meditates the wound,
In act to throw. but cautions looks around.
Struck at bis sight. the Trojans backward drcxv,
And, trernbling. hcarci the javelin as it flew.
,\ chief stoocl nigh, w~ho from Yorl, township came,
OId tilcy's son, Smart Aleck wva his namne.
The wcapon entered just behind bis ear,
CoId tlirougli bis temples gldes the wvhizzing spear.'

Ho'v docs that catch you, voung, feller ? That sounds
natural-just as good as a sensation novel. People wvil]
read chat. Themi namcis sounid familiar - no trouble to
stop and. spell lemt out. l)on't you sec whac ant advan-
tage thiere is ini giving it to 'eum in this shape ? Il retains
ail the poetic beautics of Homler, îvhile it brings it right
down to popular comprelicinsion. Or take this here froin
Book II.

Il1Great Sam M.\cM.ullen thea the slaughter led,
And slew MWulcahy at his people's head,
Wliose squire, Jim %Walkcr. witli a sudden spring.
Leapcd froin thie chariot to avenge his king,
But in bis front he felt the fatal wound,
Wlîich pierced his brain and stretched hlm on the grotind.
NMcMullen spoiled and left themn on the plain.
Vain \vas their youth, their glittering armer, vain.'

Isni't chat grand ? Doni't it convey more idea to you
than whcen you read of the killing being donc by a man
with such a ridiculous naine as ' Agamemnon 1 ? 1 tell
yon that il] Homer wants to niake it the niost popular
book of the day is to givc the characters; good, sensible,
every-day kind of naines, so you mighc faitcy the thing
Nvas going on in the ncxc township. Sorry Mr. Ross
isn't in. l'Il cati round again and see hini. Perhaps if
I was to miake sonie of the namnes French, as a sort of
recognition of the Frenich influence, it mnighit pleasc inii.
l'Il do it if you say so. IBctter see bimiself about that,
ch ? Well, good-morning."

CAUSTIC.

U PSON l)OWN ES-"1 When 1 marry, I shall cake
good care chat my wite is not nîy intellectual

superior."
2N[iSS CIASSLsT-" Then you do îlot iîncnd te mnarry

for some cime, I presumie."

IRATE BUT PRECISE.

M RS. KROZ (appearing ezt lie cluib-" Thomas, isut'
it about time for you to repair to your homte? Vou

are out later and later every night."
MR. KRoz-" But then (hic) you know, my dear,

'it'sh îîever too late to (hic) repair.'


