154 . I - ._ .;‘i,

The Colowial Pearl.

A

r

PRCUE

lckling his sword and bidding his servant carry it home again,
passed through unarmed, to the great indiguation of all the specta-
tors. They relieved themselves in some degree by hooting a tall
blustering fellow with a prodigicus weapon, who stopped short on
coming in sight of the preparations, and afier a little consideration
turned back again ;. but all this time no rapier had been broken al-
though it was bigh noon, and all cavaliers of any quality or appear-
snee were taking their way towards St. I'aul's churchyard.
During these proceedings Master Graliaw had stood apart, strict-

I¥ confining himsell to the duty hmposed upon him, and tuking lit-

tie heed of anvthing beyvond. e stepped forward now as ariclly
dressed gentleman on foot, followed by asingle attendaut, was seen
advaucing up the hill,

As this person drew nearer, the crowd stopped their clamour and
Lent furward with eager looks.  DMaster Greham standing alone in
the grateway, and the stranger coming slowly towards him, they
sromed, ns it were, set faze to face.  The nebleman (for he looked
onc) had a haughty and disdainfie] air, which bespoke the slizhtes-

tination in which he Lield the citizen.  The citizen on the other
Land preserved the resolute bearing of one who was not to Le
frowned down or daunted, and who cared very little for any nobi.
iy but that of worth and manhood.
vusness on the part of cach, of these feelings in the other, that in.

It was perhaps some consei-

fused a more stern expression into their regards as they came closer
together. ‘

“ Your rapier, worthy Sir "

At the instant that he pronounced these words Graham startetl,
and falling back seme paces, luid bis hand upon the dagger in his
Lelt.

* You are the man whose herse T used to hold Before the Bow.-
Speah !

“ Out, you 'prentice hound I satd the other.

wer’s door?  You arethat man?

“Tet no
”  With that

“Youare he! I know wou well?” eried Graham,
ran step between us two, or 1 shall Le his murderer.
lie drew his dagger and rushed in upon him.

‘The strauger had drawn his weapon from the scabbard ready for
fuoserutiny, betorea word was spoken.  Tle made a thrust at Lijs
essailant, but the dagger which Grahan: elutehed in his left hand
heing the dirk in use at that time for parrving such blows, prompt.
The dagger fell rattling
1'pon the ground, and Grabam wresting his adversary’s sword from
Lis grasp, plunged it through hisheart.
P in two, leaving afragmentin the dead man’s body.

AL this passed so swiftly that the bystanders looked on without
sn efiort to nterfere ; but theanen was no sooner. down than an up-
roar broke forth which rent the nir,
the gate proclaimed that his master, a nobleman, had been set upon
and slain by o citizen; the word quickly spread from mouth to

Iy turned the point aside.  They clnsed.

As e drew itout it snap.

The attendant rushing: thro’

mouth; Saint Paul's Cathedral acd every book shop, ordinary,
and smoking-house in the echurchyard poured out ity stream of ca-
valiers und their followers, who, mingling together in a dense te-
r:ultuous body, struggled, sword in hand, towards the spot.

Vith equal impetuaosity and stimulating each othier by loud eries

and shouts, the citizens and the common people took up the quarrel

o their side, and eneireling Master Grahawn a hnadred deep, fore-

ed him from the gate. Tn vain he waved the broken sword above

Eis head, erying that he would die ou Loandon’s throshiold for their

suered omes. They bore bim on, and cver keeping him in the
nidst so that no man could attack, fought their way into the city,

The clash of swords and roar of voices, the dust and heat and
pressure, the trampling under foot of men, the distracted looks and
shiricks of women at the windows above as they reeagnised their re-
Jatives or luvers in the crowd, the rapid tolling of alarm bells, the
finious rage and passion of the scene were fearful. —Tlose who be-
ica on the outskirts of vach crowd could use their weapens with ¢f-
feet, fuught desperately, while these behind maddened with bafiied
rage struck at each other over the heads of those before them, and

crushed their own fellows,  Wherever the Groken sward was seen

above the peaple’s heads, towards that spot the cavaliers made a !
sew rnsh, very one of these charges was marked Ly sudden gaps :
in the threng where men were trodden down, but fast as they were
tiade, the tide swept over them and stilt the multitude pressed on
wran, aconfused mass of swords, clubs, staves, broken plumes,
Gagments of rich cloaks and doublets, and angry Bleeding fuces, all
ived up togrether in fnestricable disdrder.

The design o’ the people was to force Master Graham to take
refuge in his dwelling, aud to defend it until the anthorities could
interfere or they couldgain time for parler.  But cither from ig-
noranee, or in the confusion of the moment, they stopped at his old
house which was closely shut  Some time was lost in beating the
doors open aud passing him to the front.  About 2 score of the
Loldest of the other party threw themselves into the torrent while
this was being dove, and reaching the doer at the same moment
with himself, eut him oft' from his defenders.

*1 never will turn in such a righteous eause, so help me Hea-
ven " cried Graham in'a voiee that at last made itself heard, and
confrouting them as he spoke.  Least of all will 1 turn upon this
threshold ghich owes its desolation to such men as ye. 1 give no
quarter, and I willhavenone!  Strike !

For a moment they stood at bay. At that moment a shot from
an unseen, hand-—apparently fired by some person who had gained
accoss to.one of the opposite houses,—struck Graham in the brain

and be felldead. A wail was heard in the air; many peoplein the

with a numerous population, who subsist by fishing, and-the Poy-

concourse cried that they had seen a spirit glide across the little
casement window of the Bowyer's housa. -

A dead silence succeeded.  After ashort time some of the flush-
ed and heated throng laid down their arms and softly carried the
body within doors.  Others fuli ofF or slunk awayin kuots of two
or three, others whispered tbg’:thcr in groups, and before a nume-
rous guard which then rode up, could muster in the sticet, it was
nearly empty. ‘

Those who carried Master Grahiam to the bed up stairs, were
shocked to see a woman lying Leneath the window with hier hands
clasped together,  After trying to recover her in vain, they laid ber
near the citizen, w ho still retained, tightly grasped in his right hand,
the first and last sword that was broken that day at Lud Gate.

Yor tie Pearl.
TO THLE MAY.FLOWLR.
1

Sweet child of many an Apsil shower,
First gift of Spring to Flora's bower,
Acadia’s own peeuliar flower,

I hail thee bhere!
Thou com’st, like Hope in sorrow’s hour,

My hezrt to cheer.

2]
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1 love to stray with careless foet,
Thy halm on e ary breeze to meet—
Thy carliest opening Lloom to grect—
To pluck thy stem,
And bear thee to my lady sweet,
Thou lovely gem !
3
What though thy leatiets o'er thee steal,
And Nature half thy forin conceal—
Though but thy fragrant breath reveal
Thy place of birth—
Qur cyes can find, our hearts can feel
Thy modest worth !
4

Thy eharms so pure a spell impart,
Thy softening smiles so touch my heart,
J feel the tear of rapture start,
Sweet flower of May !
E’en while 1 sing. devoid of art,
‘This simple lay.
5
Yot thou, like many a geutle maid
In Leauty's radiant bloem arrayed,
O’er whom in carly vouth deeayed
We heave the sigh,—
Een thou art doonied too soon to fade—
Tov svon to die!

Brookfield, dMay, 1840, J. MM
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CHINAL

‘Clis vast empire, containing the greatest amount of population,
and perhiaps also of wealth, ever united upder one government, oc-
cupies a large portion of the south-cast of Asia. It comprises a
broad expanse, nearly square, two sides of which are bounded by
The sea is the Great Pacitie Geean, whicel,
however, does not here present a well-defined outline, but is broken
into great Gulis, the chief of which are the Sea of China and the

sea aml two by laad.

Yellow Sea.  The interior boundary consists of a range of thinly-
peopled tracts, oceupicd by barbarous, wandering tribes, Mandshur
Tartars, Mongols, Kalkas, Llaths, and the waundering tribes of
Great Thibet.
but at presout the Empire, or at least the ruling dynasty, compre-

These regions have usually given rulers to China, |

liends within its sway upwards of a thousand miles in every diree-
tion of these rude territories, It holds them, however, as tributa-
ries ouly, ¢r under loose military oecupation, without any attempt
to impose on them the police, the laws, or the general character of
China itselfl At the same time this vast froutier is guarded with |
cqual eare against the approach of foreigners, communication is left '

open at two points only: the port of Canton to the maritime na- !
tions of Europe, and Muaimatebin, a little town on the Siberian
tfrontier, to the subjects of Russia.

China praper, according to an official statement presented to
Lord lacartney, contains a superficial extent of 1,298,000 square
miles—a little less than the whole number of square miles coutain-
ed within the United States. ‘This vast surface consists chiefly of a
level plain, allurial and sometimes warshy, butin general suscepti-
ble of the highest degree of cultivation, thougl it is said that consi-
derable ranges of mountains traverse some portions of the interior.
The pride of China and the abundant sources of her wealth consist
in the mighty rivers which traverse the whole extent.of her territo- i
ry, of which the most important are’the Heang-I1o and the Kiang-
Ku, cach of which have a course of upwards of: two.thousand miles

Of lakes, China comprises, in its central.regions, the.
about three hundred miles in circumference, covered

in length.
Tongting,

ang, a lnke of much inferior dimensions,

The- Geology of China is unknown, 2nd no very precise know~
ledge has been obtained in relatio  to its mineral pfqductions._ Pre-
cious stones of various kinds are known to exist; gold is found in
the sands of some of the rivers, and silver in mines, cither pure or -
in combination with other mineral substances; neither the gold or
silver, however, areever coined  The vegetable productions are of
the most splendid character, and consist of a great variety of spe-
cies of the most useful aud ornamental kinds, such as the mulberry,
orange, poinegranate, apricot, fig, peach, pine, the camplor tree,
tea plant, of which last only our limits will permit us to speak more
at length hercafier.

Of the native Zoology of China little is known. A few spleu-
did birds, of which the golden pheasant is the mest distinguished,
are known to exist, and from tlience the gold and silver fish have
been p;ocurud. The inseets are numerous and splendid. The Chi-
nese lantern fly emits astrong lght from its trunk-like snout, and
the Bamby and Atlas, the largest of moths, mezsure eight inches
from the tip of on2 wing to the other.  The silk werm, row culti-
vated in Furope and Ameriea, is said to have come originally from
China.
ther of the ordinary size.

No country has experienced fower ehanges than China.  In the
first centurivs of the Christian era, 2t which period their carliest in-
terccurse with Furopeans commenced, the people appear to have

There isa kind of ux, not larger than a bog, bessides ano-
The pigs also are proverbially small.

been precisely what they are at present—quiet, peaceable, and in-
dustrinus, and to have had silk, and perhaps tea, for their staple
productions.  The Chinese possess a more complute and connected
series of anuals than any people of Asla, though some of these, car-
rving back their history for the peried of 41,000 years, are manifes'-
Iy fubulous.  The first credible portion begins atthe period of thr e
thousand vears befure Christ. At the commencement of this pe-
riod, the country is represented as having been in a state of barba-
rism, from which it gradually emerged by the invention of the dif-
ferent artsand seiences, whichare ascribed to the genius of tic ex-
perors.  Avpoutfive centuries before the Christion erd, the country
appears to have been in great confusion, being divided among a
nunber of petty prinees, who paid little attention to the authority
of the emperar. At thistime Confucius appeared, who established
the system of law, manners, and government, which lhave since pre-
vailed in China. The despotisin which fullowed destroyed the mi-

litary energy of the Chinese, and they fell an casy preyto the hordes

of barbarians which waunder.d over the st:ppes of Centra] Asia; and
the present dynasty of the emperors has its origin from the Mand-
shur Tartars, o

There is not, and perhaps never was, a government more purely
and entirely despotic than the Chinese. No power or distinction
exists except that whieh centres in and is devited dircetly from the
emperor, who is denominated # the son of Leaven.”  As the empcs
ror, however, considers imself in the light of a paient, and the
people as his children, it cannot be denied that the cipire is gene-
rally well governed ; and on the whole, the goveriment must be
considered the most mild and protective of any that exists,

The fundamental maxim of the Chinese government is to make
knowledge the sole ground of official rank and pullic employment.
These who distinguish themselves in the colleges are promoted to
the eluss of Mandarins, in which is vosted the whole adiministration
of China.
the highest are governors of provinees, and the lowest collectors of
The Jaws of China appear to huave been framed not

The Mandarins zre divided into nine classes, of whicii

the revenue,
with very enlarged views, but with a misute care to lay down the
various deseriptions of oflence, and to preseribe the appropriate pu-
nishment.
the whole population of China is at any time subject to its inmc-
diate application-on the slighest departure from the established eti-
fuette, the minutest affairs in social intercourse being regulated by
law, The revenueis chiefly devived from the land tax, the cmpe-
ror being considerced the direet proprietor of all the lands in his do-
minions, from which he receives a tenth of the produce.

The military force of China has been represented in number, at

The cane is the grand instrunient of governiment, and

least, as very imposing, the amount of men is uncertain, hut the Lest
authorities secin to fx it at abeve £00,000, of which the greater
part are a mere militia, which are scareely called ont uuless to pur-
sue robbers, or pass muster on state ceeasions, and then their pa-
per helmets, wadded gewns, quilted peticoats, and clumsy satin
boots, exhibit little of the aspeet of war,
armed vessels, but nothing wbich can be ealled « navy.

The Chinese are famed for industry inall the arts which minister
to human subsistence, and the lands are tilled with a minute eare,

They have also a few

without example among any other peoply, though their farming is
carried on with rude instruments, and almost no cattle,

A grand and peculiar abject of Chinese industry is the tea plant,
which flourishes on the Lills of Eouthern China. It isa bushy
shrub, and the plants occur wild, but when cultivated they. are set
in rows about four feet from each other, and prevented frem rising
to an inconvenient height. There are two varieties of the tea plant,
—the green and black,—but it is asserted that both kinds are made
from the same plant indifferent!y, accordiug to the mode of prepa-
ration. The leaves are rolled into the usual furm by the fingers,
and then dried on their ecarthen and iron plates, over a charceal.

fire. The sugar cane is among the-other important productions, .

and is taller and more juicy than that of the West Indies, but the
machinery used inthe manufacture of sugar is ofa very inferior de--
seription. Mulberry trees, so necessary for the preduction of silk,
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