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ILLUSTRATED NEWS,

THE. CHIEFTAIN.

QUEBEC, CHRISTMAY, 1635,

(Zans { thou not wake agaln, my Captaia §
Thon Jord of this wild land,
Cums't thou not give nuto thy soldiers
One word mors of command
My comrides, heavy grow owr darmors,
;nm atrength of war bath fled ;
For o hidsilant, stony eharaber
_Our brave Champlain Hes dead,

Cold ne the fre npon the river,
1is banda new folded low ;

Frosn fnabing features turned tn whitonses
Of thesa lono shares of ¢ ow,

‘The old fing dronpa above the fortress—
Hark, how the col'l wind monna,

From frexen raverns of the foreet,
L nto theso ghastly stones t

fle snunet seo the old flag o'er hiw—
Tho flag be loved so dear,

The fing hé bore ln bis young war.days
Whers inming bastions rear!

The holy Cross looks down upoo hiw,
His pervelass form to bleas ;

Par he o’er storiny hillows bore it
To this great wilderness,

He knew no fear . bis heart was gracious,
And chaste, and atrong with zeal.

He nved this forest-world, nod labored

- Long for ite ife nnd weal,

His fa the golden cruwn of glory
‘Tlnt the trae soldier wenrs ;

Fiiste the wreath iinmortul Booming
For bim who sobly dares

- Gl L CLEAVELAXD,

Kuowles, 1.Q,
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SPELLING REFORM,

HY FROFESKOR FRANCES AL MAROH, PILL D, LL.D,

The following artiele is from the Prinecton
Rreview for January. It is reproduced in the
exact apelling in which it appears in that
wark, —Ep.}

Thaere wer 5,655,144 Sn:'rsm;s of ten yrarsold |

and over whe reported themselves illiterates at
the laat census of the United Siates, one-fifth of
the whole populnation.  The ** nearly illiterat”
ar ertimated to be ag many more ; so that nearly
Lalf of the citizens of this republic cannot read
well enuf to do them any good. Twenty-one per
cent. of our nativ eitizens cannot write.  lgnor-
ance is blind and bad,  Of the criminals in
Fugland and Wales in 1871:1872 thirty-four per
vent, wer illiterate, sixty-three nearly illiterate ;
ouly three pereent. could read and write, They
ar oul of the reach of Bibles and all the influence
of the press,

1n England they ar worse off than we ar. 1.
literntes thers ar reckoned at thirty-three per
cenl. of the papulation. In other Protestant
conntries of Eurcpe they ar compamtively few,
In Switzerland, Denmark,  Sweden, Norway,
thers ar none te speak of ; in Germany, as a
whele, they count twelyv per cent,, but some of
the states hav none. ‘

One of thecauses of the exeessive illiteracy
amonyg the English-speaking peoples is the difhi-
culty of the English spelling. 'Wa ar now hav-
ing vrnest: teatimeny_ to this fact from schelars
and edueatorsin Faglaml, A fuw vears ago the
suffrage was rxtended, and the statesinen said,
“We mustimducate our masters,”” - A svstem of
poblic sehools wis  establisht, Profexsor Max
Mullm, fnan article in-favour of spelling re-
form, says that the highest point attempted in
the new sabiools was that the pupil should be
able to rend with tolerable pase and expression
n passage from o newspsper, and apell the same
with tolerable accurney. ~ Abhout 200,080 com-
plete the course every year.  Ninely per cent,
of these leav without reaching the grade just
wentioned.  There ar five lower grades,. Fighty
pereents fall shiort of the fifth grade, and sixty
per cent. fall shert of the fourth. The bulk of
the children, therefors, pass thru the govern-
went sehiogls without learning to read and speil
wlerably, . The time awl money which wer to
hav vdueated the uew masters of England ar
wasted in a-vain attempt to teach them to read
and spell, : ,

Dr. " Morell, one of Her Majesty’s inspectors
of schouly,  poiuts oot very clearly the. cause of
this failure.  “The main difficulty of reading
Euglish,” he gays, ** arisex from the intrinsic jr-
regulatity of the English langnage. A canlusion
of ideas sets {0 the mind of - the ehild respecting
the powers of the tetters, which s very slowly
and very painfully elearcd up “by chance, habit

"o experianer, aid hig capacity to. koow words

in gnned by an o immense series of tentativ,

effarts. . . It appears that out'of 1,972 failures
inthe civilservice examinations, 1,866 candi-
dates wer pluckt for ‘spetling-—that is, eighteen
aut of every pineteen’ who faild, faild in spelling.
It 18 certain that the ear is no guide in the spell-
ing of English, rather the reverse, and that it is
alinoat hecessary to form s personal- acquain-
Jtanee with eash-individual’word. 1t would, in
fuct, require a. stady of Latin, Froneh, and
Anglo-Saxon: to enable a person to spell with

tfuultless ageuracy, but this, in most cases, isint-.

possihle,’’ 3

Max Muller enforees it in thiswise:

“The - question, then, that will hav to byan-
swered sooner or later i this @ *Can this uns
systematie system of spelling English- be allowd
o go on forever U Iz every English child, as
vompared with other ciildren, to be muleted in

" two or three years of “his life in-order to lern it

Ar the lower elagses to go thru  school without-

lerning Lo read aud write their Jown language in-
telligently 1 And'igthe country te pay millions
_pvery vear for this utter failure of uational edu-

Ceation' 1. ) do not belisvour think thatench a

: schalars,

state of things will be allowed to go on forever,
particularly asa remiedy-ia at hand; 1 ‘consider
'tl‘mt th.e sooner it is-taken in hand the better.
There is w motiv power behind these fonetic ro-
,_formery which Archbishop Trench has hardly
taken into account. - I'mean the misery endured
by millions of children at schools, who might
lern in ono.year, and with real rdvantage to
themselvs, what they now require four or five
years to' lern, ‘snd seldom succeed in lerning
after all.’

: As we approach the reform of English spell-
ing from this direction we natarally regaid writ.
ing as a contrivance for communication, as ap-
paratus for teaching, as part of the machinery of
civilization and progress ; and the mmnendment
of it is scen to be like the improvement of other
lnbor-saving machinery. 1t is doubtful whether
the invention of the steam-eugin or the telegraf
contributes as much to the welfare of man as
would the invention and introduction of a good
fonetic system of spelling. The difference he-
tween a family who can read and one who can-
uot is vastly more important than the difference
between a fawily that nses railroads and tele.
grafs und one that does not.

The essential iden of good alfubetic writing is
that cach elementary sound hav its own sign,
and each sign its own sound.  Ina perfect alfa-
bet, to be sure, the characters would be easy to
write amd to distinguish, and shapely ; like
soutnls would hav like signs ; and li{:e series of
svunds would hav serius of signs with like anulo-
gies of form ; each character would suggest the
position of the vrgans of speech in making it.
All the world should use the same sipne with the
same values,  Derived alfabets should be es-
teenied bwetter as they incidentally embedy more
important history. Jut none of those incid-
ental qualities should be peritted to interfere
with the egsential purpose of an alfubet, the
ensy communication of thought by signs of vueal
sounds. - When the English spelling 14 judged
by this standard, itis seen to be defectiv in
many ways.

The Jauguags: was mduct to writing in Homan
letters by Romau wissionaries.  They used the
letters with the powers which they then had in
Latin,  Bat there were may more sounds than
letters, and the alfabet was cked ont with runes
and digrafs,  Then came the Normau conquest.
The Anglo-Raxons and Normans threw their
languages into a sort of hotehipotch,  Many of
the words of each race wer hard for the other
race to prononnee. The scholars wer disposed to
spell their nativ words in the old book fashion,
and the other words as the people pronounge
them,  Silent letters were left stamling, and
strange letters wer inserted to no purpose in ill-
dirceted sttempts to represent the strange ut.
terances. . Then a shifting took place of the
whole gamut, 5o to speak, of the vowel soumds.
The open and mixt vowels became closer: a as
in jur changed to the sound of ¢ {i.e. a in fat}
or o (e in el oroin hone [y cusin they
changed to the sound of ¥ tie. 2 in me o
changed its sound to w {fe oo iu moony  The
close vowels 7 and «, on the contrary, leagthened
into difthengs by taking before them the sound
of ain jar ; long ¢ us in mine (e ar) had been
swonoungt A3 N mashine ;. owlie, aw) as in
B:m; w (Old K. fows) had been pronoungt as e in
rude. Meantihwe printing had come futo use:
Caxton brought over a foree of Duteh printers,
who set up manuseripts, as best they eould, with
many an objurgation.  People ceast at last to
fee) any necessity for keeping sounds and signs
together. - The written words hav come to be as-
sovinted with the spoken words as wholes with-
out reference to the sounds which the sepamte
letters would indicate.  Changes in the sounds
go on without record in the writing. “Ingenious
etvmologists slip in new silent letters as records
of bistory drawn from their imagination. Old
monsters propagate themselve in congenial en.
viromment, and altegether we hav atlaind the
worst spelling on the planet. © Aud we hav been
proud of it, and we ar fond of it.

Thix has been especially tru of the literary
class in Ameriea.  We had some insurrectionary
moventent, to be sure, agenst Dr. Jehnson, when
he was first acknowledged soveren arbiter of
these matiers, and set the stamp of authority on
the spelling of the London printing offices.  Dr.
Frauklin and Noah Webster, and other patriots
of that time were for having an Awmerican lan-
‘gange, if necessary, as well as av Aweriean na-
tion. They wrote and printed in fonetic spell-
ing. But after the revolutionary ardor past the
literary elass turud with renewd atlection to the

old country, the old home: - Favorit English-

cditions of Shakspere and - Miltan, Addison and
Locke, Pope and Diyden, with now and then an
old folio of . Ben Jonson, or Chaucer, or Piers
Plowman, -with - a’ grandfather's ‘name on’ it,
eusily outrankt “both Webster and’ Franklin,
The very paper and binding, and the spelling,
wer sweet' nnd venerable. By and by arose Sir
Walter Scott and Byron, Wordswarth and Cole-
ridge, " and all their host. The -talk of . an
Ameriean language past away or retired to the
Lackwoods, And \\"leucver schemes of reformed
spelling wer broacht, as they werdiow and then,
tLv literary elass took them as a Riud of personal
insult and overwhelmd the reformers with jm-

measurable reproach and inextingaishalle lafter,.

Tt is culy: within the last twenty vears that
this glamer has cleard, but n complete revolu-
tion has ai last taken placein the views of our
What we eall the spirit. of the age
warks powerfully upon them ; they ar no longer

P eontent to be 5l)ectators werely, and eritics,

ioaders of records and solvers of the riddles of
the past.  They wish to do sowething for the

Cfuture, to aid in improving the extute of man,

"l‘hcy wish to make their own studies fruitful, to
improve language and the means of communieat-
ing it. Every student of filology studies the
science of vocal sounds and the history. of writ-
ing: The spelling of the Eoglish language em-
barrasses them in- all” their studies, and is the
opprobrium of English scholarship. = They wish
toreform it. *[ was rejudict formerly,” says.
the Hon. George P. Marsh, American Minister
to Italy, ‘ as nost scholars wer, agenst ortho-
gralic novelties, but the argument is too strong
on the other side, and 1 should be glad to see
a fonelic spelling in English.” So says our
veneruble chief ; so say we all.

In attempting to set forth with some detail
the nature and extent of the changes which it
is desirable to make in our English spelling, it is
to be remembered that language is a ‘record as
well ag apparatus for immediate communication.
Scholars spend muvch of their time upon old
books and monuments. The filalogist rivals the
geolagist in reading the records of the race in the
fossils of language. He is the historian of times
before history. " He is apt to think of writing
mainly as reeord.  If we approach the subject
from this direction we find that written records

are valuable to the filologist just in proportion.

as they are accurate records of the speech -as
spoken from year to year.  ** What iy important
for the filologist,” says Professor Yladley, ‘‘is
that he should know the condition of a lunguage
at any givu period of the past, that he may be
nble to trace it thru its suceessiv changes to its
lutest form.  Now in doing this he must depend
mainly on the spelling, the writing. I this be
maintaind invariable from nge to age amid all
mutations of spoken words, the filologist is de-
prived of his mast serviceable guide.” A host
of scholars ar pursuing the historical stuidy of the
English language. They must know the pro-
nunciation of the language at itsseveral epochs;
but they find etymological und scientific truth
is huried under piles of rubhish mountain-high.
The facts hav to be uneartht one hy one frowm old
grammars and dictionaries, or made out by in-
duction from the 1moeter and rimes of the povts,
and by reasonings from the laws of letter-change.
The ditliculty of these investigations, and the
surprising nature of the facts, may well awaken
attention. The huge volumes in which Mr.
Ellis has collected the materials for the study
of the history of Euglish pronunciation are
impressiv witnesses agenst the spellingin which
the facts wer buried.

1 wonld giv a good deal,” says Professor
Hadley, *“10 get o Fonetic Nuz of Chancer’s
time, that 1 wmight know how far some im-
portant fenomena of the modern languags—as
tor instance the change of ¢ to ¢, of ¢ to 2, and
of i to ai—had establisht themselves five cen-
turies ago." .

The Ormulum, a metrical parafrase of Bible
lessons, ~which no one red for generations or
ever would hav red for its literary interest, is
treasured as the most important ‘relic of its
time, and reprinted in costly editions, beeause
the anthor tned to represent his probunciation
by spelling agcording to a regular system.

What the scholars want for historical spelling
is a simple and uniform fonetic system, which
shall record the eurrent pronunciation. If the
written word is made a different thing from
the spoken, and has a history of its own, asin
Euglish, the materials of science ar lost. The
spoken languaze is the most interesting and
important of the creations of man. The writ
ing is but the sign of a sign, of trifling im-
portance in itself, and its profpcr functian,
whethier as record or apparatus of communica-
tion, - i3 truthfully to- represent  the  present
speech.

In this sense the Ameriean Philologieal Asso
ciatiou has spoken. In respouse to many ap-
peals, a committee on spelling reformi was ap-
wointed by it in 1875, It consisted of Professor
V. D Whituey, of Yale College; Dr.J. Ham-
mond Trumbull, of Yale College ; Professor F.
J. Child, of Harvard University.; Professor F.
AL March, of Lafayette College ; and Professor
3. 8. Haldemann, of the University of Peunsyl-
vunia. - They presented a report in 1876, which
deseribes an ideal alfabet as having one sign
and only one for elementary sound, and declares
that *“the Roman alfabet is so widely and
firmly  estaldisht in use among the leading
civilized nations that it cannot be displaced ; in
adapting it to ‘improved use for Euglish, the
efforts of scholars should 'be directed toward its
use with uniformity and in couformity with
other nations.”: This was the centennial year,
An international convention for the amendment
of English orthografy met at Philadelphia in
August,  which organized a Spelling Reform
Association, and’ calld on the Philological. As-
sociation for more  definit diréetion., In 1877
an additional - report was ‘made by the com-
mittee, which gave a Roman alfabet for English
use, It fixes  the —old lvtters in their Roman
and Anglo-Saxon powers asnearly as may bt g
as in far, b, ¢ {—A&, g\ d, ras in-mel and they,
I ow asin go, Ay @ oas in pick and pique, j, 4,
m, o as.in ono, poor, §asin $,08 1 as in full
and raley v, ey oy, 301t usesthe following

digrafs' for consonsnt- sounds 5 thoas i thin,,

dh—th in thine, sh as iw she, sh—s in nzure,
ng as in singy cheas o dueoch o oit declares that
there ar three pairs of vowels unkuown to the
erly . Romang, which “need” new letters v those
in fad, Jare, inwot, cqor, and in bty bera,
For thess some modifications of a, o, and x ar
vecommeinted, The long vowels ar to be dis-
tinguisht from the. short by « discritical “mark
when greot exactness is required. The difthougs
are m'%or Fin gind, an for ou in hons, of a8 in

otf, tw or yu for w iu music, wndt.  With this

alfabet the English language can be. spelt ac-

cording to'its sounds. The report whichset it-
forth was adopted by the Philological *Associa-
tian, no one dissenting ; and also by the Spelling
Reform Association. " If our-language wer spelt
b})‘r it, it wonld at. once become :easy for. eur
children and for the illiterate to lern.” They
could read it right off as soon as they lernd their..
letters. - It would be easy also - for a{l who read
French, German, Latin, Greek, or-Anglo-Saxon.
1t would make the lerning of foren tungs easy.
It would fix the school pronunciation of Latin
and Greek.  We should pronounce, of course, as
the Romans did, for that would be our mtural
reading of the letters, No ‘one would think of
studying ap a pronunciation so remote and dif-
ficult a8 cur English method would then becoms,
or of makiug a lingua Franca of gool old Latin,
after the manner of the so-called continental
method. It would revive the speech of cur old
Eunglish authors., Shakspere would be troubled
to understand ** Hamlet” as we now read it;
Chancer conld make little of ‘the * Canterbury
Tales."” ‘ .

All this scems to promise fairly. Why not
begin at once to write and print in the proposed
alfabet T The scholars ar obliged to admit that
the change would he too great in an immediate
and complete adoption of it. The report of the
committee says that ‘“the use of these letters
with only these powers and the dropping of all
silent letters will so change the Eook of large
numbers of words that they will not be recognized
at sight.” 1t cannot be iutroduct into the news-
papers or the commonest literature of a genera-
tion who know no spelling but the old. There
must b gradual progress; a transition period, in
the issues of the popular press. The ideal alfabet
is a guide to direct the minor changes. It may
also come into immediate use in the schools in
teaching beginners to read, and in scientific
publicaticne, as an alternativ or key alfabet. All
our dictionaries, for example, need such an
alfabet to giv the pronunciation. - So do filolo-
gical essays, geogratical works, and many others.
Once made familiar in these ways, a perfeet
ﬁ‘inelic spelliug may gradually displace the
old.

‘Turning now to processes of gradual amend.
ment of the standard spelling, it may be well to
yunte the language of the filolozists :

¢ It does not seem desirable to attempt such
sweeping changes as {o leav the generul ¢peech
without a standard, or to render it unintelligible
to commnn readers ; but the changes adopted in
our stamlards of the written speech hav laggd
far behind those made in the spoken language,
and the present seems to be a favor.ble time for
a rapid. reform of many of the worst discrepan-
cies. The committee think that a considerable
Hist of words may be made, in which, the spelling
may be changed, by dropping silent letters and
otherwise, so as to make them better conform to~
the analogies of the language and draw them
nearer to our sister languages and to a general
alfubet, and yet leav them recognizable by com-
mon readers ; and that the publication of such:
a list under the authority of this association
would do much to accelerate the progress of our
standards and the general reform of our: spell-
ing.,] .

Thi<’ was in 1873,
reported :

““lnaecordance with the plan of preparing a
list of words for which an amensded spelling
may b adopted concurrent with that now in
use, as suggested by DPresident J. Hammond
Trambull, at. the session of 1875, and favorably
regorted upon by the committee of the session,
the commiltee now present the following words
as the beginning of such list, and recommend
them for immedidte use s  Ar, cutalog, definit,
gqard, qre, har, infinit, liv, tho, thru, wisht.”

The speiling Reformi Association has in the
same way taken up and specially recommended
Rary e and L.

(To be Continued.)

-"

In 1873 it was further

A Rovan ARTIST AND CaNapa.—The London
Daily Telegraph. says, of -the contributions of
the Princess Louise to-the Exhibition of the
Society of Painters ju Water Coleurs :  The
Prineess Louise (an honorary member) sends a
number of dmwings which illustrate Canadian.
mauners and scenery. - Her ““ Fishing on the
Restigouche " is a capital and spirited sketch
af a lady fishing in a. canoe, while some one
smokes in the stern.  The mosquitoes are larger,”
blacker, and apparently more ferocious than eveu
the “ midges ' by ‘the azure of Luxford. 1In an
otherwise eoxcellent sketeh by the Urinecess
Loutse, ““ A Lumber Village on the Qttawa,”’
the drawing of the water where it meets the fur-
ther shore does not seem to us to be'aceurate.
The 7Thnes also remarks that one of the mest in-
teresting and novel features is supplied by seve.
ral axceflent. Canadinn- studies from: the hand of
I'rincess Louise, which quite deserve their place
for their intrinsic merits, - without any conces-
siou to the ruyal rank of this very eflicieut **hon-.
orary- member’’ of the Society.

A CARD.

T'o ail who are suffering from the' errors and
jndiscretions of youth, niervous weakness, eaily
deeay, loss of .manhood, &e., 1 will send arecipe
that will cure you, FREE OF CHARGE. - This

great remedy was diseovered by o missionary in

South America.; Send a solf-nddressed cuvelope
1o .the Brv. Joseru T, Ixyax, Stalion D, New

Yrk City,




