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REPARATION AND ABNEGATION.
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1.
THE ADVANTAGE OF A DELAY.

At the corclusion of the stipulated two months
1was ready for Uncle Pascal: 1 closed my book
with a slam, put up my papers, threw myself
hack in my easy chairand uttered a loud shout
of tvinmiph. Then with a sharp look at the
ceiing, and te make sure of it for the last time,
T wskéd myself whether 1 was thoroughly pre.
pared 1o undertake the great task destined for
e, Theanswer was prompt and decisive.

“Yes, and 1 am going at once to tell Uncle
Paseal so.” )

The old man dearly loved pluck. It was the
quality which bad made him what he was and
still kept alive in bim the fiery spirit of youth.
He received me grandly.,

‘“And are you really ready, my boy ! he
asked, standing up aud straightening his little
figure briskly. ~ “I wish | knew enough to ex-
amine you 1ayself. I have a notien to bring you
up before a board of inquisitors. But no. I take
your word for it, Carcy: 1 see it in your eye,
Atlis well. You wiil have the place and will
make your way."”

* The time is up, Uncle Pascal ; 1 stand be-
fore you in heavy marching order. When do
we starg ¥’

*“Ah! not so quick, young man. Soldiers
must inure themselves to disippointment. | had
given you two months ; I now give you at least
two months more before taking the field. The
winter has been against us. It will be impos-
sible to comnmence out-door operations before the
frost gets out of the ground. Hence, you will
remain in camp a while longer. You are not
displeased, Carey 2 Not, if I believe certsin ru-
mours. Two months more with the girls, eh !
That is a consideration.  But you will not re-
main idle.  On the contrary, there is plenty of
work to be done. -All our machinery has to be
constructed, ready to be set up in early spring.
Here your new’ knowledge will come in. We
shall want you to Jdraw out the plans and speci-
fications. The engines will be made according
to ynur directions.  You will have to inspect
their gradual growth at the works. We rely
upon you implicitly.” A great responsibility
rests upon your shonlders.  You vouch for your-
seif to me. I will vouch for you to the com-

v

““ When do we begin ¥

‘“At once. 1 have been waiting for yvou.
There were shoals ¢f .applicants "for your posi-
tion, but I put them off. 1 said to the dircetors :
* Lot us wait for Archimedes " "

The gayv old wman was right in guessing that
I Bad no oljection to the delay. Ruther was it
a godsend to us all—to me, to Ory, to Mimi, to
M. Paladine. My approaching departure had
st g gloom at The Quarries. It would have oe-
curred precisely at the moment when the most
irpartant, and perbups the mest interesting
evenis were ahboutr to take place there—events
in which ] was more or less eoneerned.

When §informed M. Paladine of the connter-
orders | had received, he was delighted.

oAb said he, P that is the best thiny which
has happened 10 me for & ling time. If your
future had not been at stake, 1 wonild have re-
tained you at ull huzards,  But now rhat the
chauge comes of isself, T hailitas a good emen.
Jonair ix retnrning. b will want you here ta
weet him, FEarly 1o spring he wall start foribe
Mountains,  Between s coming and his go.
ing serious matters will have to be settled.  For

these, Carey, we shall need vour assistinee.”
Then the obl gentlewsn, asuming a more

coleua manher, added @

* Rersember, Nain’s six. months have ex. .

pired.”’

I.
THE WOIM OF CONSCIENGE.

! was suting one evening.in my office, with
rule and compasy in hand, when some one rap-
ped »oftly at the door and entered without wait-
ing for ap snswer, The room, heyond the nar.
row circle of ight at iny desk, being illad with:

Bonair seeming disposed to linger a moment,
I offered him a chair and resumed my seat. He
was neatly dressed, bore no marks of travel,
looked smart and in good health. Theonly cir-
cumstance 1 noticed was that he appeared ner.
vous and preoccupied.

**1 must begz vour pacdon for the liberty 1
took about that letter,”" he said after a time.

I assured him the matter was of no conse-
quence. :

* Your reply was very consoling,”” he con-
tinued. *‘ It determined my return, Here [ am,
but before proceeding further, 1 must ask you
auother service. Indeed, unless you grant it, |
don’t know how 1 will act.”’

I at once inquired what he demanded.

“It may look foolish, sir, after what vou
wrote. Butl can't help it. | came from New
York here, boidly and confidently. But now that
1 am almost at the gates of The Quarries, 1 lose
heart and dare not go on.  Will you come with
me !’

““Is thatall 1 Isuid, smiling.
with pleasure.” )

““1sce you are busy ; 1 can wait and gather
my wits a little."

My work was pressing, but I did not'tell him
so. Figuring to myself the delight which his
return would occasion at The Quarries, I should
have deemed myself guilty of selfishness if I hat
retarded it a moment longer than was necessary.,
1 therefore told Bonair that I was ready to de-
part on the instaut. So, hastily putting my
room to rights, slipping on my overcoat and ex-
tingnishing the lamp, [ led the way into the
street.

“ Letus walk it,”” said my cowpanion, *“if
it's the same to you. 1 prefer that, as it will
warm my sluggish and cowardly blood. 1 have
some little luggage, but it will be senit ont from
the hotel to-morrow.”

On the way his spirits rose considerably.: He
related to we the adventures of his journey,
some of them very comical. He explained., tos,
the nature of the business which he had tran.
sacted iz New York. He bad there been very
successful.  Several of his arrangements, dis-
tinguished by uncommon sagacity and a rure
spirit of enterprise, seemed to open out pros.

ects of great financial success. -~ 1 We could get

is father to enter into his plans apid advance
kim the money, he had no doiubt about making
a large and rapid fortune in the for trade which
he intended to revolutionize. [ encouraged him,
of course, expressing my belief that he need have
ne misgivings about his father’s good will.

When we reached the gate of The Quarries
he suddenly stopped short, as if a new thought
had struck him. Bending to my ear, he
asked :

“Mr. Gilbert tell me, is Gaisso at home ¥’

I answered that she was.

He then drew back a few paces, saying :

* Then I had betrer not go in.”’

It ik too late to retreat now,”" I urged.

““ Take conrage. What have you to fear 1"
i Slowly and reluctantly he followed me into
‘ the park. Whe: we came in sicht of the house,
Pwe found it wrapped 1n darkeess. Bonair
¢ hesitated again. Piucking my sleeve and speak-
ting close to my ear, be said:
i ‘1 am not expected to-night, that is evident,
| My udden appearsnee may disturb the family.
i 1t did so terribly six months ago, when 1 re-
{ turned from the mountaing. Guisso had then
 to he put out of the way. Tt mav. be the same
j way now, That girl and T wust not mest
iunder the same roof. So it seemns ordaiued.
: She was the cauvse of my last outhraak with my
father. 1 wish not to give the slightest pretext
s for a nisunderstanding vow. - Amd; further, to
- be camiid, I cannot face the girl afterthe fiight.
i ful words I used about her on the day when |
“Jast left this house. " | need say no more, for 1
- presutie that you know all about it.”
i -] tried to-draw him nn, . but in vain.

“1 willdoso

|
!
|

“Goin first; as on an ordinaty visit. See
tow things stand.” Mention wy npame. Ap-

i nounce my arrival. - Mark what effect that will
nake. Father is very impressionable, as you
koow. " If he is not taken abark with the news
if he s not st all troubled,- then please summon
imein. I, on the contrary, he is in any way
¢ disturbed or-put out, it will be a sign that he
: has not taken his last precautions to receive
tme. fn that case, leave me where [ am, 1 will
i wait for you here anid we will return to the city

gloom, 1 conld not distinguish who he was. - together.”

‘4 My Gilbert, excase me for thus stealing on
vou,” said huee i3 1 hoarse tone,
Prrcoguized the voice of Bonair Paladine, '}
siare arub gave him my hand. o
4 K exeuse, M. Paladine.
cyeu . Wlhea did you arrive 3 :
‘Chuxt this moment. - Only took time to in-
“gqnire where I omight find you, and came down
vireetie How nre they at The Quarties 1"
*CAH w lued ansiously exjecting you.”
YA Chier 1 L Y
" As T wiote 1o yau, animated by the best dis-
positions. " : :

1 am glad to see

H
{
H
!

*“Sir,” said I, with assurance, . *‘ Take one.
thing for granted. - Your father and sister have
. heen” expecting you for the last fortnight.. If
(iaisso is'still at The Quarries, it is because she
is- wanted there, and that your father has no
intention of removing her.” .. .

1 spoke thus positively because 1 knew that,
in consideration of Bounair's threats and of tae
danger to which “she had been exposed, M.
Paladine would not let Gaisso out oll his sight
any more. . RIRTT RS

Ay, Lowiver, Baunair, still unpersuaded,-in-
Cwivted on my going in alone, 1did so.

1L
I PREPARE THE WAY.

It was Gaisso herself who opened the door.
She was dressed in full toilet, looking very well
indeed. 1 excused myself on being a little
lite, and asked whether 1 could see M. Paladine
and his daughter, )

Ory, who was probably listen‘ng at the head
of the stairs, came down in haste to meet me,
She appeared somewhat surprised.

“From what | tald you last night,”" I said,
merrily, *“ you did not expect me this evening.
But [ have changed wmy mind, you see.”

¢ Oh, it is not so late.'’ she veplied. ¢ Eight
has only just struck. . Wa were all sitting up.
Papa is reading in his study. Come ;.1 will
lead you to him.” ‘ .

As | entered, the old man, laying down his
book and stretehing forth his hand, exclaimed :

¢ Carey has news for us—1 see it in his face.
Sit down, my boy, and tell us what itis.”

Ory  remsined ‘standing in the middle of the
room. | saw the black dress of Gaisso in the
angle of the open door.

““Well, ves. 1 have news for you all, and
good news, too.”

“ What'is it 7 was the unanimons ery,

“*Bonair has arrived.”

Ory gave a little scream of joy, feebly echoed
by Gaisso.

M. Paladine asked eagerly :

“How is he ¥ ‘

“ Perfectly well.”’

““Then why did he not cone with you ¥

¢“He preferred I should announce his ar-
rival.”

‘“Poor Bonair! He still fears,"” murmaured
Ory.

“Where is he!” inquired M. Paladine.
“What means - this mistrust 2 We have all
been holding vurselves in readiness to meet him
night and day these two weeks. We are all
ready to meet him now.”’

“You vre all ready 1" I responded, looking
around C

* Why, “ecertainly,’
some impatience.

“Then come with me,” 1 exclaimed, laughing
beartily.

We all went forih into the hall, which was
now fully lighted. 1 opened the door wide, |
saw Bonair standing under the portico, in the
shadox of a pillar.  Taking him by the shoul-
der1 ushered him into the house, He threw
himself into his father’s arms, and embrueed his
sister tenderly.” He presented his hand to
Gaisso with stately courtesy.

“ Now,"” saisd M. Paladine, **let us spend o
happy evening.”

said the old man with

.
FHE KISS OF PEACE.

A fortnight later I learned from Djim that
Bounair had arrived at s final “sgreément with
the fur compuny. A his proposttions, sueli as
he had stated them in'the fisst interview with
the firm, had been aceepted. He becanie a part.
ner -in the concern, and was to e lond and
master in the new ground which he had chosen
for his operations.

The old man had come down hamdsomely.
Bonair had demanded 820,000 to build and
stack his fort ;M. Paladine wrote out a check
for $20,000. The company réquired u guarautes
of 10,000 :for the completinn of the work and
its maintenance during the first twelve months,
M. Paladine deposited that amount in the Bank
af Missouri, sulject to their order,

The old gentleman hud to be present at the

signing of the ast of partnership and other no.
tarial papers.  For that purpose he nud riook
one of his.rare execursions to the city. Je pro-
fited by that opportunity to make a call on wy
mother, who received bim with the utmoest cor-
diality. He also did me the honor of visiting
my office.  What touk place on- that occusion
was 100 characteristic. to he omitted here,
" Itso happened that Uncle Tascal was with
me examining some plans which T had: drawn
up for him. He ‘was i capital humor, joking,
telling stories,” humining suatehes of tunes,
Jumping up. from his’ chair, stamping his fee,
pulling my surs.

In the miist of this noize I heatd catriage.
wheels stop at my door, and soon after heavy
steps-ascending my little stairs.  Then follywei
a loud rap to which Tanswered s loudly,

The door apened. M. Palatding made hisap.
pewrance,  The eyes of the two old men met
and flashed. They then bowed profoundly to
ench other in the courtly fashion ufl two duellisls
about to cross swords, )

* Exeuse - me, Carey,” satd M. Paladine,
“You are engaged. T will eall some aother
time."” : : :

Unele Pascal, seizing his hat
‘me, immnediately added : .

“ Excuse me, Carey, I will not detain you.
I will return some other time.™”

I:felt like Inughing, but I durst not, for- the
matter had its serious ns well as ita eomical
aspect, 1 knew that M., Paladine would. feel
‘hart if 1 did not receive him. -1 was ¢ rtain
that my {ncie Pascal would never forgive me
if 1 necepted hig leave. What was'| to do?
Having no time to deliberate, I resolved on the
first plan that ecame to my head,  That was ta
play:the innocent'and to affect to ignote the es.
trangement of the patriarchs. 1 therefore nros,
protested . that thero was room’ enough in my
office for bl 'af thain, and procecded tn w sol

and turning to

cwn’introduetion.  The old men remained pe-

trified at my ettrontery.  They both looked at
me with eyes full of admiration. 1 bora the fire
of their g?amce like n hero, - Unele Pascal was
the first to spenk, and he wddressed M. Pala-
dine: , :

Phis boy has mote sepse than either of us.
He bas satirized -us a waster.  What do you
sny, Paludine? Let us both cune him for his
itpudence then shake hauds over it. . Here
goes, though Tam the elder” :

M. Paladine seized the protferedd hand, pres.
sing it fervently.

“There now, yon voung tascal, are you
satisfied 7' said Unelo Pascal, threatening me
with his cane.

The two ancients then drifted into s pleasant
chat, reealling the stories of old times,  Uncle
Pascal did most of the talking, ~ M. Paladine
listened and Jaughed. He seemed  perfectly
happy.  They parted from each other us if they
had always been friends, and promised to meet
ngain,

This lttle incident raised me in the esteens
of both the old men.

Adverting to it a few days later, Uncle Pas-
cal saisd i

“That was o good lessen you tanght me,
Carey. At eighty and still pluning myself on
my sense, 1 ought to have kuown that the
prejudices of our youth are contemptible.
never really hated Hector Paladine,  He never
did me a mite of Jnjury that 1T remember. |
aveided him tecsuse others did so. 1 ek
guanded bim bemuuse it amused my friends and
pleased  their petty nalice,  Paladine is not a
perfect man, by uny means, but hie is far super-
jor to most of us. The way he has borne up
against public scorn, slauder and indifferenee 15
Iittle Jesw than heroie. This mwan, i he had
been treated rightly, wus destined by pature to
be the leader of us all,  His talents; his eduea-
tion, his foree of charaeter wonld have made
him Governor of the State or our represeutative
in Congress, ~As it is, his whole life has been
wasted.  You sce how easily we made uptoc
other. I needed no blare of trampets to erum-
ble the walls of this Jericho.  Paladine has in-
vited me to The Quarries. 1 awm going 10 go
there,  Ta retuvn T owill bring bim out inle the
world, ‘intreduse him to the Moriguy Rooms
and try to indemnify him for the past, a< much
as possible.  We are not old yet. - We cani ens
joy many a happy day together.”

In reference o the same eircumstanee, M.
Paladine said -

“bosee that Paseal ix always a wag. The
soul of fun is stitl alive in him.  That o has
done me more hann by his wicked tongne than
any of my cnemies.  But | believe he never
maant what he s However, it is all over
now, I should not Bave gone forward 1o meet
him, but sa we disdomeet, | sm glad we have
done so iu a spirit of reconciliation. For that
1 have to thauk you, Carey.”

a

v
TWi SHADWR OF THE NIGHT,

My business took me to most of the found.-
rivs of the oity. | spent a great deal of time
in them. The play of intricate machinery had
asingmlar attrmetion for me, and [ was never
satisfied until by my own retlection or by the
exphaation of the forvwan, T discovered all its
component parts amd traced the sseret of thair
harmenious combinution. In this way 1 ae-
guired a vast dend of practivad knowledge,

One night [ was teturning from the rolling
wiils, sttuated on the river bunk abour midway
hetween the city and The Quarrics. 1t was not
my first visit by a seors, and frequently after
doing iy ermumd there T wenld econtiuue my
route to vall on Ory and M, Pabudine,  Bat it
was late to-night and 1decided on walking back
to the city. For some unaeeountable resson,
the Lhour and the. place impressed mie s they
had never doue before.  The pround abont me
was coversl with stugeand elinkers, und there
was o habitation within call. . The only light
came from  the mills. Their furnaess glowed
fike conters, and the workmen, stripped 1o the
waist, who fod its flames, lad a wild, ferocious

{ appearance. From the il ehimneys immense vo-

luies of smoke, mixed with streams of fire, poured
aver tie fage of the river, Hluminating it with o
luried retlection, Nuwught could be heard but
the hiss of the eseapeepipes and the low rumh.
ling of the poudeions evlinders, which shook
the enrth at wy feets T hnd  stopped uncons
sciousiv 1o contemplate this. sublime soene,
when | was nroused by the sound of foot.
Steps  near me, Uu lfmkiug rﬂ'ﬁllhd, my eyes
still dazzled by the firn of the ginnt forges, 1
could  discover nothiig 3 but, peering more
sharply into the darkness, I thonght 1 spied two
dark fignres moving mapidly on the édge of the
open space, about two  hundreed yards from
where [staod,  They were going southward, in
the direction of The Quarries. - T lancied at fipst
that they “wers workmen veturoing to the
wills, but the conrse they wern taking soon
made toe change my miud,  Without explain.
ing to myself why Ddid it, Tdetennined on in-
tereepting them, and for that purpose wulked
straight scross the flat. This was done 50 ra.
pidly that '} camne in front ol them - before
they could avoid e I then distinguished
them inore particularly, - They were a man and
a woman,- The inan wore a wide-brimmed goft
hat and ailong overcont which reached to his
ankles.  The woman was enveloped in a close.
fitting clonk with a hootl dmwn almost aver hier
‘eyen. 1 must uot omit to wmention that the

uight “was _very- cold. When they ww e




