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THE HON. JOBKPH HOWE, LIRUT.~GOVERNOR OF NOYA HCOTIA.

Onlys fortnight has passed away since we noticed the demiso
of §ir G, Cartier. It {s now onee more our painful duty to re-

cord the death of another prominent Uanadian stateaman, The

Hou. J: Howe, late President of the Conncil, who within the
1ast few weeks had been appointed to the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernorship of Navn Bcotia, died at Halifax on Sunday moraing
last. For some time past he bad enjoyed very poor health,
and at the time be relinquished his portfolio in the Cabinet
was looking forwurd with much enjoyable expectation to the
ptium cum dignita e which he wonld be able to enjoy in hia
pew porition. Unfortunately, the new-found leisure came too
ate. The bow bad been too long bent, and broke in the
Joosening.  Little overa fortnight had elapsed since the pew
Livut.-Governor entered upon the duties of his office when
death overcame him, To sny that he died regretted by all
who had an nppormni(y of making his acquaintance, would
convey but a poor idea of the sorrow felt by his friends in all
parts of the vountry when the news of his death became known,
M1, Howe's political career has been something more than an
ordinary one, but to the last he preserved—old man ns he was
—the singniar freshness and genfality of manner which had
won for him friends even among his political opponents. ‘The
pistory of #the old man eloguent,” ns his friends delighted —
pot without resson—to call him, would require very much
mote Epace than conld be given in the columns of & weckly
paper. Au reste his story has already appeared in the columns
of the ILLUSTRATED Nxws,

His course ont the question of Confederation gave a tinge of
inconsistency to hix publiclife—in fact, to the eyer of many
people, & shade on its evening, which, we believe, & more
minute examination would dispel. A little too much con-
§dence in his own [nfluence led him to belicve that he conld,
when backed by his Province, defeat the delegater in the
mperial Parliament, but he found, 18 probably he had learned
on fermer occasions, that colunial influcnce had to give way
1o Iinperial policy, In this plight, and sceing that the Union
wogld certainly be maintained, he went to work to obtain
hetter terms for his Province, in which he was s0 far succeas-
ful that a large party in Ontario has since tried, through the
Loca) Legislature of that Pravines, to invoke lmperial action
aqainst similar proceedings,  With Mr. Howe's successful
aegotlations between himselfl and the Gliawa Cabinet, came
the not uoreazonable stipulation that he should accept offica,
and theteby take his full share of the responsibility for the
sitempted pacification. The conrse then followed was in
exact imitation of that adopted at Quebec in 1864, when the
Hon. George Rrown eotered the Government; Ministers
witely refused to assume for the meacure a responnibility that
all the parties to it did not share. Thus it came that Mr,
Howe entered the Cabinet, first as President of the Council in
succesaion to the late My Blair, and Iatterly as Secretary of
sate for the Provinces, which office he hield until he accepted
the Liewt -Gavernarship of kis Province,

From Mr, Morgna's  Parliamentary Companion ™ wo learn
that Mr. Howe's family emigrated from the Southof England,
aad in theodaya of the ¢ Pllgrim Fathers settled in ove of the
New England States.  His father was aloyalist during the
evolutionary war, and at one time conducted the Massachuaetts
Fizete and Beaton Letier ) but in the trinvmph of rebellion he
rwoved to alifax, where his loyal devotion to the Trown
was recognised by his Leing made King's Prioter and Post-
waster-General,  Mr Howe was born in Halifax in 1804, and
st the time of his death was in his seventieth year.  Afterthe
rompletion of his education be, like his father, devoted him-
welltonewspaper life, and in {327 became editor of The Acadian.
His association with the press of Nova Scotia, raving a slight
interruption, continued from that date nutil 1856, when he
fually retired from journalism. The papers he conducted
during that perfod were, The Acadian, The Nova Sco’ian, and
T Yorning Chronicle, His Parliamrentary carser commenced
as far back &k 1836, when he was elected for Halifax County,
“t which he aat natil 1851 ; from that year to '55 for Cumber-
land, and bence for Hants until 1862, and from that vear until
the sbrogation of the Reciprocity Freaty in 18664, he held the
lmperial office of Commissioner of Fisheries. During this
long public career, Mr. Howe was frequently in Ministerial
afice ; almost from his firat entrance into public life he
*us thy acknowledged leader of the Nova Scotia Reformers ;
wd to him was dne, to & very large extent, the cencession
‘tom the Imperial authorities of « Responsible Government
wike British American Provinces.  He was also one of the
atliest advocates of British American Ution; and though
the plan of Confederation did not at first meet his approval,
e gave his adhesion Lo it when he hind recured from the Can-
Mian liovernment an alteration in the financial basis of the
Uvion equal to capital sum of about two milliona of dollars
s favonr of Nova Scotin, Mr. Howe wag not ouly an active
patlic man andd prolific newspaper writer, but aleo & pamph-
Itteer of considernble note.: Some of his productions uader
e last named head. as probably many under the other, will
hlld'ly sustain the character of consistency, but they all hear

¢ impreas of earnest thought and warm desire for the good
“t his fellows, aid eapecially for the glory. of the litue Pro-
"ihce of which he was proud to be a representative man,  He
Ao eatablished bis titlo to honourable rank on the roll of
Brith North American poeta. In fact he was in the fullest
“ense of the term, littérateur, journalist, politician, statesman,
hud ds!‘lomnt; and-we belleve in the Iatter capacity only he
ﬁg‘ifﬂl. the chief failures that mark a carcer of unusual
H‘ri ion and brillianey. On guestions immnwr.nhlu, aud at

Out timea, ho visited the Province and the Seat of Em-
bite; Wut when he attempted to thwart the efforts of the
i:a‘:;ﬂ al Conference in London, he found his intluence totally

“quate 1o the task. “Kyven this failure he handsomely

:}‘:::?nfor by his succossful negotintion with the Dominion

T meat for Nova Scotla’s  hetter terms.”* .

28t the Nova Scotians are not uamindfal of his patriotism

the love he boro for hin country has been abuudantly
the almost universal griof which was manifested

out the Province on the announcement of hix death,

T

Proved by
,‘hfu!lg)l

In that grief the whole Domhﬂon shares.  The trite saying
16— Wo could have apared a better man ; but the truer

saying in this case would be—'t We have lost a man whom we
cannot replace

(Written for the Qanadian Nlustrated Newa.)
TOUCHSTONE PAPERS,

NO. IX.——ARTIBT.

I esteem it an old precept of artistic culture that we must
wake a study of external naturs, The leason is specially
opportune at this aeagon, when the glories of summer are bud-
ding around us. We are environed in this conntry with all
that is mighty and majestic in creation, and we need not seek
elsewhere the external sources of inspiration, We shall never
become poets or artists, with hearts keenly alive to all the
irapressions of the sublime and bLeautifal, unless we become
thoroughly acquainted with the works of Nature—Nature in
the magnificence of her great scener and in the inconceivable
perfection of her minutest details,

The most salient natural feature of our creation are the
forests. Grand and majestic in its very outline, fraught with all
music and fragrance, teeming with infinite varieties of most
beautiful existences, an American forest is the amplest field

for the walks of the student of Naturs. A few steps from the
dust and noise of the city and off to the breeay woodlands as
the rising sun peers over the eastern slopes, and darts his
golden lances into the leafy avenues. Decp and deeper still
into the recesses of the wood—and there, geparated from the
outer world, you hear at your feet, over the snowy pebbles,
the rippling of the brook; under the moist lichen-gtained
rock, the buzz and stir of insects ; and above,on every branch,
the wild, unfettered song of birds—the chirp of the robin, the
twitter of the restless black-bird, the long, quavering note of
the mocking-bird, the querulous cry of the plover as he wheels
over the water, aud the lamentations of the cushat-dove pip-
ing clear among the fox-grapes. Flowers of every hue and
saweetest fragrance, nnimals of most interesting habits, fruits
of delicious flavour, giant trees and dwarf shrubs, shelves of
fanta-tic rocks clothed in luxuriant vegetation, moist valleys
filled with long grasses—these are the treasures of the virgin
forest. The naturalist is the true poet who penetrates, as it
were, into the secret places of Nature, and studies the perfec-
tion of the minutest flower, insect, and shell.

{ must not be nnderstood as referring to gardens or culti-
vated grounds—let our sentimental young ladies roam through
these, and grow ecstatic over all their charms.,  Off, off to the
deep, dark woodlands, where Nature is displayed in all her rug-
ged beanty, The wild winds that blow through the forests and
toss the branchesr of the trees are more genial and baliny than
the languid 2ephyrs which creep through my lady's bower in
the depths of the garden ; and the big rain-drops that glisten
on the broad waxen leaves of the fern are as beautiful as the
dew pearls which quiver in the snowy chalice of the lily.

American writers and artists have been strangely wanting
in their study of the scenery and natural beauties of their
country, They almost invariably iuvoke European traditions,
European legends, and describe FEuropean landscapes, and it
not unfrequently happens that where their judgment is not
equal to their fancy. they slip into laugbable blunders, Thus
they sometimes talk of the sky-lark, the nightingale, the
thruxh, and of daisies, which are never heard or seen in this
conntry, strangely furgetting that we bave birds which soar as
high as the lark, the wocking-bird which sings almost as
sweetly s Philowel, and violets and anemones which carpet
our prairics as gorgeously as the red-eved daisy. Irving has
set a bad exampleinthis respect. He was more an English-
man in his tastes than an American, and his master-piece,
the © Sketch Book," is wholly composed jof descriptions of
English and Contiunental scenes. Buchanan Read, who once
bade fair to become a real American poet, followed in the
rame train; and I rewember how, a fuw years ago, he was
laughed at by the London dthenzum forit. Longfellow, who
gave in to this spiritin some of his earliest works, inaugurated
a reaction in his # Evangeline” his ¢ Hiawatha,” and his
otherwige dreary * Miles Standish.”"  Americans still greatly
lack specimens of a national literature—the characters chosen
from their midst and the scenes there of the American wood-
land and plain.

The leasons of books are good-—the precepts of teachers are
also good, but they will not avail much unless Nature directly
teaches. The imagination must be furnished with images,
and the heart warmed into emotion by the immediate agency
of Nature herself,  Mere cabinet studies will not sutice. No
amount of reading of the poets can train an original poet—just
as no amount of sketching from public galleries can develop
the ariginal geniug of an artist.  This process brings out the
tribe of copyists in literature and art.  The great model must
be directly studied, Al the ilinstrious men whose names are
an authority and a glory in their natioual literature have
canght their imaginations from the breath of the wild wood,
the heath, the sea-shore, and the mountain. Walter Scott
Iay on hiz back in the meadows when the thunder-storm
roared and the shower battered his forehead and drenched his
hair, he crying all the while, it Bonnie, bonnie.” John Wil-
son—the great Kit North—roamed over all the Highlands on
foot, climbing the crags even to the eagle’s nest.  Byron con-
fesses that it- was the sight of the sea in Scotland that ficst
expanded his mind,  Schillercould never have written @ Wil-
liam Tell " unless he had trudged through such scenery with
his atpenstock.  And Wordsworth would have been nothing
but for Geazmere and the Cumberland hills, It is he also who
tells us so beantifully :—

¢ That Nature never did betray
The heart that loved her; 'tis her privilege
Through all the years of this our life, to lead
From joy to joy; for she ean so_inform
The mind that is within us, go impress
With guictness and beauty, and so feed
With lofty thoughts, that neither evil tongues,
Raah judguent, nor the sneers of selfish men

* . L] L] . * [
Shall ¢'ér prevail agninst us, or disturb

Our cheerful faith that all which wo behold

18 full of hlessiugs.”

AN ENGLISHWOMAN'S IMPRESSION OF CANADA,

MONTREAL.

The lady-correspondent of the Queen, whose impressions ot
Quebec have already appeared in these pages, thus discourses
respecting Montreal :

#Montreal, a name modified from the Mont Royal which forms
the most pleturesque feature of Itk landscape, I8 4 large and
very handsome town. It has not the quaint old appearance
of Quebee, and will naturally please less the searcher after
novelty, but its houses and shopsof hewn limestone, {ts various
costly and ornamental bulldings, its two cathedrals, 1ts very
numerous churches, its colleges, university, and other pubite
institutions, ax well a8 the forest of masts to he observed at its
quays, give indications not merely of solid eomfort, but of great
wenlth and prosperity; and, undoubtedly, the seeker after a
well-appolnted home among & numerous body of wealthy, re-
tined nelghbours would much prefar Montreal 1o any other city
outside of the British [sles, and under the seeptra that governs
them, Nor, as compared with most eltles, {s Montreal by any
means wanting in the beauty of {ts site and Its surroundings.
It is suflicienily level for comfortable locomotian; the Jong and
wlde reaches of the St. Lawrence and the Ottawa give the
water scenes which are always necessary to a very good land-
scape, while within a reasonable distance there is nn lack of
hills and mountains and precipitous cliffs.

“If we add that the island on which Montreal s bulit {8 ane of
the greatest fertitity, that it Is cultivated with extreme eare,
while on the mountaing and bills are small and large patehes
and fmmense tracts of woodlauds, beantified by an sutemn
follage such as no Englishwoman who has not travelled exten-
sively abrosd cap fully reallse, we shall have a picture very
pleastug at first, and likely (o be still more appreciat-d on
longer and more {ntimate acquaintanes,  Montreal 1s abouat
two-thirds the size of Bristol] {t{s more regutar, and its streels
less hilly; but the Queen of the Avon Is the elty of whieh it
most readily reminds me. It has not the squalld guarters to
be found In Bristol, nor has it the rich and wonderfully heauti-
ful suburb of Clifton; hut the former are not very desirable,
and it bas boundless capabilities in the direction of the latter
—capabilities which are being so rapidly utllised that alresdy
there are few citles which can hoast of more numeraus pictur-
esque villas than those which thickly stud the landsecape in
the neighbourhood of the Canadian metropolis; and we have
to go but a few mlles to Bnd the counterparts of the poor Indian
squaws whose unskilled hands planted maize nrar the bark-
covered wigwams of Hochelaga, whose site is now coverad by
the city, and whose beautiful liquid name has given place tn
the white man's appellation of unmeaning flattery. Then, as
now, Fashion reigned the queen of this beautiful place; the
tawny bride of & prince of a tribe adorned berself with as much
care as the delleate lady who now parades the eity in her si1ks
and velvets, and In furs which, however eostly, can xearcely
equal those of the squaw who preceded her.  The law was
different, but it was the same queen. Instead of diamonds,
pearls, and jewels of gold, she then anucied many eoloured
trinkets which we now desplse—the elaws of animals, stained

In many ways and fantastically arranged, then held the places

of our hracelets and brooches and other ornaments.  Thers wern
nn coris on the feet of the heauty then: the rear-end of her

protly mocassin was not placed upon stilts, and her welght did

not crowd her toes forward and dowawards [nta a narrow ere-
vice smaller than thelr natural size, No ifong skirts trailed on
the ground; they would have been out of place when the tribe
migrated, and even the princess waded the stream with her
papoose on her back. But the folds of fur were ample for com-
fort, and the ornaments were pleturesque, those of the Queen
of Beauty cauxing as much envy among nthers as is now felt
in assemblies where jewels of great vatue are plentiful, Then
a bheautiful bride of Hochelaga might become the Queen of
Fashion, the arbiter in matters of head-gear and ail soris of
tagy and trinkets: now the many thoussnds of Meontreal obey
the despotie sway of A queen they have never seen; thsy
confine thelr feet in her stilted shoes: ther at one time wear
her steei-rihbed garments, at another her more graceful tratns,
and at anotber adorn thelr bucks with a burthen az large aud
prominent as the papoose of the Indian squaw. I all things
they copy their European sisters, trying i passibie to go just
the stightest touch farther. Nor was the man-miiliner then
wanting any more than now; the medicine man was as much
& creature of costume as the priest, to whom effect is as vital
as life {tself, The former appealed to the grotesgque and hor-
rible; the lIatter tries to reach us through mauny chaunels;
but the one was as cunning, and his arts as well contrived to the
constitueney around him, as the other is skiiful, and his labour
adroitly adapted to catch the unwary by the thousand and one
little weaknesses which bave thus far been found inseparabla
from civilisation. The Jesufis here are no unworthy mem.
bers of that great fraternity; their skill has been consummate,
their zeal untiring; and they have never for a moament lost
their predominance {n and over the minds of the Catholies of
the province. There is n college of the fraternity in Montreal,
and a church, the beauty of whose frescoed fnterior is un-
equalled by anything of the kind in England. Powerfully
delineated scenes {n the lfe of Christ and his Apostles adorn
fts walls from one end fo the other. and the eyes of the wor-
shipper cannot bhe lifted anywhere to the ceiling without per-
ceiving there representations which surpass the eflorts of any
hat the finest Imaginations. One lingers on the spot fascinated
by these gigantic images of beauty, and is very much tempted
to become n sister or brother of those whose religion and zeal
give them such wonderfal power. There are a Jdozen confes-
sfonals {n this churceh, and the fair penltents were numerous
on the day of my visit. The Jesults nee building another church
in the town, for which they are taxing the zeal of their fols
lowers to the utmost; they boast that it shall be surpassed by
but one ather in the world——~that at whose high aliar prestdes
the sovere{gn Pontil himself”

The writer s hardly correct here.  The new Cathedml of St
Jacques, which is now in course of erection, ts being built by
subsceription under the auspices of Bishop Bourget. When
completed it will be, on a small seale, an exact counterpart of
St. Poters at Rome. (Ed. ¢ LN}

Kamourasks, it is expected, will bo unusually well filleed
this year. . Intending visitors will do well to consult Mrs,
Smith's advertisement of the Albion House in another part of
the paper,

We have lenrnt with great sutisfaction that the manuseripts
of Sir Joshua Reynolds' « Discourses,”™ together with the cor.
respondence referring to his restgonation of the Presldentship of
tho Royal Academy, which were sold the other day, have besn
secured for the Hbrary of the Royal Academy, the most suftable
place for such documents.  The » Discourses’ betng in Rey-
nolds' auntograph, with his own alterations, corrections, and
peculiar spetitng, are tnvaluable, ns proving.that nefther John-
son, Burke, Malone, nor any of the other persons to whom Sir
Joshiua's detractors have from time 1o time ascribed them; had
any share in thelr composition.— dthemeim,




