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oo the propusition of Mr. Huskissons; I extract, with great
eatisfaction, the followmg observations from Bell's Weekly
Messenger, ~ wod

“We tuin, with feelings of pleasure, to a bill introduced to
the parliament by Mr. Huskisson, the principle of ‘which is to
esfaulish a recipiocity of duties in the case of foreign and Brit-
ish ships. In other words, to enact, that the favoured rate of
charge upon goods, { which sonetimes exceeded ten per cent,)
imported in British ships, should 2o }ouger exist, but that all
the vessels, of all countries coming into the same equitable ar-
rangement wih Great Britain, should be allowed to import goods
upoa cqual terms,  “Lhis bill is cast in the seme hberal monid
as is the whole commercial policy of the present board of trade.
118 pusport is te remove causes of commercial jealousy and ir-
titation ; to open the fasr ficld of mercautile competition i the
shipping and carrying trade ; ¢o make it a fair and free adven-
ture upon the principle of superior commodities, and lower pri
aes, and potto prop 1’ up by a system of impolitic protections
and prolbitons, which are sure to be retahinted upon us, and
which do; w fact, at the piesest moment, cramp and embarrass
our commerce in every foreigt. port. It is truly surprisiog to
remark how our foresgn trade is now increasing upon these libe
eral views Qur'exports of domeshic mapufactures for the Jast
year, exceeded the exports of the preceeding year by three
millions.” ~

From the liberal view taken of the subject at home, and the
dawn which begins to break upou statesmen, that systems coug-
teracting the bounty of nature, the mutnal wauts and conven-
iences of mankind, and the geographical and pstural relations
in which countries stand to each other, ave as vepugnant to the
veal juterests of the nations that abide by them, as they are to
sense, reason, theory, and practice; itis to be hoped that those
restrictive and prohibitory regulatioos that shackle down the
British colonies w general, and these proviuces in particular,
will undergo a complete revision, and a gradusl, if not an im-
mediate,abrogation. It does appearto me that it would be for
the interest of the mother country, to forego, disclaim, and for
ever repounce. the right she retained ia the coustitutional act of
these provinces, to impose duties and enact regulations respecte
iog their exterual commerce and navigation. It might uadoubt.
edly be appreheoded thatthere could not, all at once,be created &
sufficiency of general. commercial aad political hoowledge asd
experience, in the provincial legislatures, to trust them with the
complete and sole controul of these matlers; bat, begin with
that part with which they are locally well scquaiuted ; of which,
in fact, they must be better judges, as far at least a3 the immedi-
ate interests of the Canadas goes, than legislators reriding across
the Ocean, m ost of whom know nothing ef Canada, than as s
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